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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 


13. December 28.—Review—A Day of Decision. 
I. peewee 4-—Jesus and the Children . . Mark g : 30-41; 10: 43-16 


2. January r1r.— he Mission of the Seventy .... . Luke ro : 1-24 
3. January 18.—The Good Samaritan. ....... Luke re : 25-37 
be January 25.—Serving Jesus . . Luke 8: 1-3; 9 : 57-62; 10 : 38-42 
5. February 1.—The Unfriendly Neighbor ...... Luke 11 : 1-13 
6. February 8.—Darkness and Light ..... Luke 1 : 14-26, 33-36 
. February 15.—Christ’s Hatred of Shams . . . . . Luke 11 : 37-54 
g February 22.—Faith Destroying Fear ....... Luke 12 : 1-12 
9. March 1.—Trusting in Riches and ‘Trusting in God . Luke 12 : 13-34 
10. March 8.—Watchfulness (Temperance Lesson) . . Luke 12 : 35-48 
11, March 15.—The Lawful Use of the Sabbath . Luke 13: 10-17; 14: 1-6 
32. March 22.—Lessons by the Way ......... Luke 13 218-35 


13. March 29.—Review—Jesus the Great Teacher 


Golden Text for the Quarter: What doth Jehovah require 
ot thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with thy God ?—Micah 6: 8. 
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The Babe of the Nile 
(Song of Jochebed) 
By Lillian Manker Allen 


MONG the rushes. bending low 
I place thee now, my little child: 
Thy father’s bitter, hidden wo, 
Thy mother’s anguish, who can know ? 
Her tears are falling fast on thee, 
The while thou sleepest peacefully, 
My little child, my little child! 


My sweet! And must I leave thee here, * 
Heart of my heart, my little one, 

So frail, so lone, such dangers near ? 

My heart is torn with sickening fear, 

Yet sleepest thou as peacefully 

As mother’s arms were sheltering thee, 
My little one, my little one! 


Begone, wild fears! Sad heart, be still! 
I'll learn of thee, my little one, 

To wait Jehovah’s ripening will, 

Trust him his promise to fulfil, 

Commit to him thy destiny, 

And rest, like thee, all trustingly, 
My little one, my little one! 


For thou before the king must stand, 
All clothed with power, my little child ; 
Lead Israel to the Promised Land, 
See Heaven unlocked by God’s own hand. 
The ages wait to sing of thee, 
Then sleep thou on; sleep peacefully, 
My little child, my little child ! 


Yea, sleep, thou hope of Israel, 

Star of her dreams, my little child! 
From all the powers of earth and hell, 
Angels of God defend thee well. 

So sleep thou on; my parting plea, 
Jehovah overshadow thee, 
My little child, my little child! 





The Best Bible Criticism 


Attempts to weaken the Bible through destructive 
criticism are reinforced by those who refuse to let the 
Word criticise ‘hem. Professor Griffith Thomas in his 

article on page 771 of this issue calls attention to the 
fact that only once in Scripture is ‘‘criticism’’ con- 


nected with the Word, and in that -passage (Heb. 4: 
2) it is the Word that does the criticizing. A semi- 
nary student had a friend who would frequently tell 
him that a certain passage ought not to be in the Bible: 
that it did not belong there. The student later dis- 
covered that this very passage was preventing his friend 
from committing the sin that it dealt with. The best 
constructive criticism of the Bible can be carried on 
only when we let the Bible keenly search out our in- 
most thoughts and make us clean. 


a 
When to be “ Hurt” 


What will ‘‘ hurt our feelings’’ is a real test of 
how far Christ has control in the life. ‘Isn't it ever 
right to be hurt at mean things that are said about 
you ?’’ was asked in a Bible class where the question 
was being discussed, It is often right to be deeply 
hurt at what another has said or done. But what is 
it within us that feels the pain? There are two very 
sensitive beings within the Christian : self and Christ. 
It is sadly true that most of the hurt feelings result 
because self is so alive and sensitive ; and oftcn the 
thing that would grieve our Lord does not pain us. 
Let us sée to it that self is kept on the cross, where 
its féelings cease to be a factor, and that Christ is kept 
in his rightful place on the throne. Then will the 
heart throb with pain—and with love, as directed by 
f7is feelings. 
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Without Looking Back 


Our best hope of reaching a goal is to keep look- 
ing toward that goal. The backward look has no 
place here. The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin last 
year published an interesting article on one of the 
most promising of America’s young athletes,—a boy 
who, fresh from his preparatory school, went to the 
Olympic. games in Stockholm and ‘astounded the 
athletic world by being placed in both of the sprint 
races in the world’s amateur championships.’ A 
veteran trainer was quoted as saying that this runner 
had only one fault, and that it could be ccrrectea. 
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*« That fault is a common one among sprinters, but 
not often in first-class men—that of looking around. 
L—— developed this fault in his scholastic races, which 
he won easily as a general rule: he looked around 
and slowed up toward the finish. . . . He looked over 
his shoulder in the sprints in the Boston try-outs and 
again in the final of the 200-metre race at Stockholm, 
and it was this as much as anything else that gave 
Craig a victory.’"’ The writer then adds: ‘‘ The 
sprinter who can look around during the course of a 
race without losing some of his momentum has yet to 
be developed.’ The temptation to look around is 
strongest toward the close of the race. Just there is 
where it is most disastrous, Paul had been running 
his Christian race for almost thirty years, and was 
nearing its close, when he said, ‘‘ Forgetting the things 
which are behind, .. . I press on toward the goal.’’ 
The things which are behind in the year just closing 
are now of little importance as compared with those 
which lie ahead during the remaining few days. 


x 
What is Consecration ? 


There is one decision in which we can never make 
a mistake. That is the decision to give ourselves al- 
solutely into the hands of God.. . Such,a giving over 
of ourselves to God is commonly called consecration. 
And it is the only form of consecration we ever have any 
right to make. No man dare consecrate himself to 
this or that life-work or activity. For the assignment 
of his life-work is God's business, not. his own, As 
John R. Mott has said in an address on ‘‘ The Con- 
secration Adequate to Victory’’ : ‘* Let us remember 
that it is consecration to God, and _ not to a field, not 
to an occupation. How much better to surrender to 
our loving Father than to struggle to get.to India, or 
to struggle to stay at home against a reluctant will, 
Grace is abundantly given for a special act if we have 
performed the comprehensive act of saying that in 
everything we will yield to His way."’ .This sort of 
consecration is a transaction between two Jersans, not 
between a man and his work. And how safe we are 
under the unconditional mastery of him who died for 
us that we n.ight have his own life ! 
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When Persecution is Assured 


ERSECUTION is one of the misunderstood words 
of the Christian vocabulary. It does not mean 
physical torture or death, merely. This is in- 

deed persecution, but it is its last resort, and the final 
reach to which it can go, There is an almost infinite 
variety of ways in which Christians may be perse- 
cuted ; and to say that because God's earnest chil- 
-dren are not being slain in our enlightened land and 
day, persecution has therefore ceased, is to miss the 
point entirely. There is as real persecution of godly 
men and women to-day as there ever has been in any 
age of the church. Because it changes its form to 
suit the age, it doés not therefore cease. 

Again, persecution has no connection with the 
pseudo ‘‘ martyr spirit’’ which is sometimes seen in 
the bigoted ‘‘crank’’ and fanatical zealot. He seems 
to invite and even provoke people to say and do unkind 
things to him, and then in return he poses as a mar- 
tyr. He takes occasion to speak of the things he suf- 
fers in persecution, and makes ill-concealed bids for 
sympathy. In this he is vastly different from his 
Lord ;' for when Jesus was persecuted even to death, 
he opened not his mouth. 

Once more, we must remember that although the 
world will inevitably persecute the man who lives a 
positive Christian life and gives a ringing testimony 
for God, this does not mean that the world does not 
really admire an earnest Christian life. There is that 
in the life of an aggressively good man which is a real 
attraction, even to the outbreaking sinner.’ And yet, 





because of the nature of sin, this same sinner will 
persecute and attempt to stop the testimony of the 
very man he admires, 

Stop and think a minute, Man has been so consti- 
tuted as to admire and approve of that which is good 
in the abstract, There are probably few men so low 
down that they do not have a genuine admiration for 
virtue, honesty, and righteousness, But it is good- 
ness in the adstract that the sinner admires and ap- 
proves of. Just the moment righteousness becomes 
concrete,—that is, comes into definite personal con- 
tact with himself,—it brings him at once and inevit- 
ably into the attitude either of acceptance of its per- 
sonal call to a life of righteousness, or of rejection and 
an attempt to silence the call. When righteousness 
comes into personal contact with the sinner, he must 
act ; it is impossible to remain indifferent. The calt 
to righteousness must be heeded, or be silenced. This 
was the dilemma the Jews were in with referer.ce to 
Christ. They must either obey the call or silence it ; 
and they chose the latter, and crucified him. Andso 
with every sinner since. The moment the call to 
righteousness becomcs personal, the issue is forced 
and a choice is inevitable. 

When the sinner expresses approval and acceptance 
of the call to righteousness, he casts his choice on that 
side. But so long as he refuses to heed this call, his 
necessary attitude is that of a continuous attempt to 
silence the voice ; and asthe call increases-in power 
his opposition will increase with it, until he may 
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finally resort to strenuous measures, And ¢his offo- 
sition—in the various forms of its expression toward 
the Christian—is persecution, It is the attempt, no 
matter how it expresses itself, to silence the call of 
righteousness. \f a Christian is imprisoned or slain 
we call it persecution, but it is equally persecution if 
his call is silenced by the more modern method of 
ridicule or contempt. 

Therefore, just so long as the sinner is determined 
not to yield to Christ, he will consciously or uncon- 
sciously attempt to silence the definite calls to a 
Christian life which come through God's children. 
And so the very life which, in the abstract, is an at- 
traction to him, will in its concrete call to repentance 
become a repulsion to him. This is how it comes 
about that a Christian life is both an attraction and 
a repulsion to a sinful world. 

And now we can account intelligently for the ab- 
sence of persecution in any form in certain quarters. 
There are two classes of Christians in every church— 
the negative and the positive. A negative Christian 
is little likely to meet with persecution, even in its 
mildest forms ; for his goodness, so far as the world 
is concerned, is simply abstract. It is only when a 
man becomes a positive, aggressive Christian that 
there is any occasion to meet him with opposition. 
The only persons who ‘‘ must suffer persecution ’’ are 
they who ‘‘ will live godly in Christ Jesus.’’ 

An out and out Christian is an embodied con- 
science ; and the one endeavor of ungodly men is to 
drown the voice of conscience. A positive Christian 
is a righteous man, and his life arouses convictions in 
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the heart of the unrighteous which they have done 
their best to silence. An aggressive Christian testifies 
against the world that its works are evil, and, above 
all things, the world does not want light thrown upon 
its sinful deeds. And so the man who lives an out 
and out, positive, aggressive Christian life is sure to 
encounter attempts to silence his voice. 

And now comes the practical question of this whole 
discussion : How are we meeting the persecution of 
our day? In the first place, it goes unrecognized 
among the great mass of Christians, and is therefore 
not being met intelligently. Because it has changed 
in form to meet the refinement and culture of our en- 
lightened day, it has not therefore changed in princi- 
ple. This remains forever the same: the eternal 
warfare between righteousness and sin. It must there- 
fore be met on the same principle by which the mar- 
tyrs met it—adbsolute indifference to its demands for 
silence, and aggressive persistence in carrying the call 
to righteousness to the ungodly about us. 

In the next place, it is to be feared that more voices 
are being silenced by the modern forms of persecution 
than were ever silenced in the martyr periods of 
church history. Not recognizing it in its modern 
dress, and fearing lest we unduly antagonize the sin- 
ner by aggressive witnessing for Christ, we allow our 
testimony to be silenced, But a positive Christianity 
without antagonism, opposition, and controversy trom 
the world is an absolute impossibility. We need to 
fear, not that our testimony will cause controversy, 
but that Christ will be compelled-to say of us, ‘‘ The 
world cannot hate you.’’ 





Was Pharaoh Drowned in the Red Sea? 


As Moses stands out among the characters of our 
past year’s Bible study as one of the greatest friends 
of God in all history, so Pharaoh stands out as one of 
the greatest enemies of God. When God swept Pha- 
raoh and his forces forever out of the life of the 
Chosen People, did he at that time destroy the life of 
Pharaoh? In the study of the lesson of August 17, 
‘«Crossing the Red Sea,’’ Professor Griffith ‘Thomas 
wrote in these columns: ‘‘ The narrative nowhere 
says that Pharaoh himself had gone in, It is hardly 
likely that the king would have placed himself ina 
position of danger. Only the chariot force is actually 
said to have entered the bed of the sea, and it is 
thought that the Egyptian infantry had not entered. 
Not a single Egyptian who actually entered the dry 
bed of the sea was saved.’ A Maryland reader, not- 
ing this comment, has written : 


How is this statement [of Professor Griffith ,Thomas] recon- 
ciled with Psalm 136: 15,—‘' But overthrew Pharaoh and his 
host in the Red Sea ?”’ 


The Bible is the best commentary on the Bible ; 
and such a passage as this in the Psalms must be 
reckoned as weighty evidence. The Editor has 
asked Professor Griffith Thomas for a fuller discussion 
of the question, which he gives in the following inter- 
esting letter : 


Exodus 14 : 28 reads: ‘‘And the waters returned, and cov- 
ered the chariots, and the horsemen, even all the host of Pha- 
raoh that went in after them into the sea ; there remained not 
so much as one of them.'’ ‘The natural and obvious inter- 
pretation of this certainly seems te imply that Pnaraoh him- 
self was included in the disaster. This is the view taken in 
the ‘'Speaker’'s Commentary,’’ which argues that escape 
would be impossible and destruction inevitable. ‘The same 
explanation seems to be taught by Psalm 106 : 17: ‘‘ And the 
waters covered their adversaries ; there was not one of them 
left’ ; 136 : 35 (quoted by the inguirer) ; and also by Miriam's 
song in Exodus 15:4: "* Pharaoh's char. »ts and his host hath 
he cast into the sea ; and his chosen captains are sunk in the 
Red Sea."" There would be no difficulty, even if it were 
proved beyond doubt that the Pharaoh of the Exodus was 
‘Thotmes II, whose body is to-day in the Boulak Museum, 
Cairo, because even the drowning might easily have been fol- 
lowed by the recovery of the body and its burial with all 
proper rites. We are told that ‘‘Israel saw the Egvptians 
dead upon the seashore’’ (Exod. 14: 30). But even though 
the sea had not yielded up its dead, the Egyptians with their 
great care of the dead would pretty certainly have searched 
its depths and brought back the royal remains for embalm- 
ment and burial. 


Professor Griffith Thomas then goes on to show 
why some hold that, in spite of these passages, it does 
not necessarily follow that Pharaoh personally was 
drowned in the Red Sea : 


On the other hand, so able and thoughtful a scholar as 
Canon Rawlinson argues in the ‘ Pulpit Commentary "’ that 
Exodus 14 : 23 refers to Pharaoh's horsemen and not to his 
infantry, and that the chariot forces alone, not the foot sol- 
diers, entered the sea and were destroyed. Canon Rawlinson 
thinks that we ought not to press the extreme letter of Exodus 





14 : 28 to imply that not a single Egyptian remained. ‘He be- 
lieves the true meaning is that the pursuit altogether failed, 
that not an Egvptian made his way alive across the. strait. 
He adds that ‘* Pharaoh and his host'’ may be put for. ‘. Pha- 
raoh’s host’’ by a well-known figure of speech, and that the 
absence of any prophecy that God would take the life of Pha- 
raoh, together with the entire silence of Moses on the subject, 
‘*seems to be scarcely explicable on any other theory than 
that he escaped, not having accompanied his chariot forces jn 
his rash pursuit of the Israelites.’’ 

But Professor Griffith Thomas’ interesting discus- 
sion is concluded in the following words : } 

But Rawlinson quotes other and equally able commentators 
to the effect that Pharaoh himself was included in the destruc- 
tion. Urquhart in his ‘‘ New Biblical Guide,’* sums up ‘his 
discussion by saying: ‘‘It is quite true that the..acgount in 
Exodus does not contain any explicit statement to the effect 
that Pharaoh perished with his amy ; but it i$ equally true 
that it is plainly implied that he did perish with it:*’ He ar- 
gues that this is the plain meaning and implication of Exodus 
14:5, 8, 17, 18: ‘‘And it was told the king of Egypt that the 
people were fled ; and the heart of Pharaoh and of his ser- 
vants was changed towards the people, and they said, Whatis 
this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us? 
... And Jehovah hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel; for the 
children of Israel went out with a high hand... . And I, be- 
hold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and thev shall 
go in after them : and I will get me honor upon Pharaoh, and 
upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 
And the Egyptians shall know that I am Jehovah, when I 
have gotten me honor upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and 
upon his horsemen."’ In conclusion Urquhart. says that: the 
words of Psalm 136: 15, quoted by the inquirer, ‘‘close the 
controversy.”’ 

The Maryland reader is in good company. . Pro- 
fessor Griffith Thomas’ citations, while showing that 
one may understand the Scripture record as not neces- 
sarily declaring the death of Pharaoh in the Red Sea, 
nevertheless justify one in understanding that Pha- 
raoh’s death is thus recorded. 
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Receiving God’s Whole Christmas Gift 
On the first Christmas Day God sent his only 
Son to enter into a human body and dwell here on 
the earth, What Christ did at that time stood for 
what Christ has continued to do since his Ascension, 
whenever his followers have permitted him to dwell 
in his fulness in their bodies and lives. His birth 
was heralded by the angels as bringing peace to men. 
His name was called ‘‘JEsus ; for it is he that shall 
save his people from their sins,’’ Yet there are 
Christians whose life is not a life of habitual peace 
and joy ; and who, while they know that they are 
saved from the death penalty of their sins, do not 
know what it is to be saved now and here from their 
sins, kept in freedom from the power of sin by Jesus. 
The Christmas gift of God in its entirety is Christ 
as a Saviour not only for the next world, but for every 
moment of this world, so that our life moment by 
moment becomes literally a recognized miracle of 
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God. A reader of The Sunday School Times who, 
though already a Christian, was led out last year into 
an utterly new life in Christ, was asked by the Editor 
to tell how this change was‘ brought to pass in her 
life ; and she has done this in a letter which may 
“come as a Christmas message to other readers : 


‘* For several years I had been burdened by inter- 
rupted communion with Christ, lack of power in per- 
sonal work, and a very imperfect prayer life. 

‘I first came to realize what I needed through 
reading Andrew Murray's books ‘ Abide in Christ,’ 
and ‘ Perfect Love.’ 

‘*Then The Sunday School Times came into our 
home, and for about two years I carefully read and 
re-read all that was written about this life. I also 
carefully read Mr, McConkey’s book, ‘ The Threefold 
Secret of the Holy Spirit.°2 I really knew how to 
enter the new life. I tried many times to take the 
final step, but never fully did so. 

‘* Just before going to the Missionary Conference at 
New Wilmington I found in an old paper the address 
on ‘The Life that Wins,’ 2 in which was described, 
almost exactly, my own experience, I almost yielded, 
then, and came to New Wilmington determined to 
obtain the blessing there if possible. 

‘*Thursday or Friday morning, during the first ad- 
dress on the subject, the power to completely sur- 
render came to me. I yielded wéterly and finally to 
Christ, accepted through faith the blessings promised, 
and quietly began to thank Him for the answer to my 
prayer. There was no special feeling other than that 
I had settled the matter, until on the following Sab- 
bath afternoon I had testified to the complete sur- 
render. 

‘«Then I began, gradually, to realize that I was a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. A wonderful confi- 
dence in the keeping power of God came to me. A 
sense of being utterly dead to the love and power of 
sin, of being one with Christ in a /as#ing union, and, 
most wonderful of all perhaps, the power to ask and 
receive iz faith the answer to prayer for others, were 
among the many sources of joy which have at times 
been almost overwhelming. One thing from which I 
had shrunk before, a life of intercession instead of one 
of intense activity in His service, is. now my chief joy. 
One thing which I was unwilling to give up, a certain 
form of mental indolence, I now abhor.. Every. power 
of’ mind and soul has been quickened and set free 
from the power of sin. On Sabbath evening I. was 
able to claim in faith the same blessing for a dearly 
loved brother who has been in almost hopeless _spir- 
itual darkness for many months. For all these things 
I give praise with all my heart.’’ 


This is God’s whole Christmas gift, offered to us 
all, in Christ, at any moment that we will, by faith, 
quietly receive Christ in his fulness. To exercise this 
sort of faith means simply that we commit ourselves 
wholly to him, knowing that we are helpless in the 
matter and can do nothing about it but trust him : 
that he must do it all, And he is ready and waiting 
to do it all. 

The pathway to the unsearchable riches and bless- 
ing of Christ in his fulness is, indeed, often very differ- 
ent with different persons : but always there comes a 
time when, if one receives Christ in his fulness, there is 
a culminating act of simple faith, as we commit our- 
selves in our helplessness to his omnipotence. And 
this we may do at any moment that we will, asking 
him to enable us to do it,—for even faith is a gift 
from God. But how gladly and instantly he gives us 
that gift when we ask for it, and then trust him to 
have answered ! 

Some have been waiting for many years in their 
infirmity ; and tothem Jesus is speaking : ‘‘ Wouldest 
thou. be made whole?’’ If we only trust him, his 
next word is, ‘‘ Arise and walk.”’ 





1 This book is not sold, but is sent free of charge upon request, as 
the publishers feel led, its circulation being % ghar entirely by vol- 
untary offerings. Address Fred Kelker, P. O. Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa. 

2 The pamphlet may be obtained from The Sunday School Times 
Company at two cents a copy, or twenty cents a dozen, 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


EAVENLY FATHER, thou God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, let the hallowing power which Christmas 
remembrance suggests pass beyond the rattle and grind 

of our holiday machinery and performance, into the very es- 
sence of our lives. Let-us henceforth live in holy trust and 
loving ministries. Make us unconquerably hungry for others’ 
welfare. Let us not drink in from thee a wanton satisfaction, 
and give out only sourness in return. Make us kind to people 
who fret and irritate us. Keep us from being kind in a fretful 
and irritable way ; from being kind to one at cost of finding 
fault with others. Make us appreciative of divine values in 
people who annoy us, until we-shall, by thy grace, find it 
natural to be gentle and patient, as thou art. 





























LESSON FOR DEC. 28 (Review) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





What is the Final Test in Biblical Criticism ? 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Concluding the series on 
“ Testing Old Testament Criticism for Ourselves " 





=== 


OR most Christian people the simplest and most 
conclusive proof of the Bible will be that which 
is derived from their own use of Holy Scripture 

in daily life and work, It will help us to understand 
the force of this point if we use a recent illustration. 
In an article on ‘‘Shakespeare and the Bible’’ in the 
«« Bible in the World,’’ the monthly magazine of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, the Rev. T. H. 
Darlow has called attention to the valuable book on 
Shakespeare written by Professor Sir Walter Raleigh, 
and has remarked that in the exposure of the mistakes 
that beset our modern criticism of Shakespeare that 
literary critic has really indicated 


the very errors and perversions which lead critics and com- 
mentators astray in their dealing with the Scriptures. 


Sir Walter Raleigh first speaks of commentaries on 
Shakespeare, and remarks that : 


' There is no book except the Bible which has been so 
misread, so misapplied, or made the subject of so many 
idle paradoxes and ingenuities. 


Then comes the question how far the poet borrowed 
from earlier writers; and students have taken the 
greatest pains to investigate all possible sources of the 
plays, though Sir Walter maintains that the discov- 
eries have amounted to little, or nothing at all. An- 
other problem may be called the ‘‘ Higher Criticism"' 
of Shakespeare, seeking to trace marks of interpolation 
and collaboration. Sir Walter confesses that the results 


command no general assent, and depend, for the most 
part, on a chain of ingenious hypotheses, 


Once again, textual study has been devoted to 
Shakespeare for the purpose of emending passages 
which seem corrupt or obscure. But Sir Walter 
Raleigh reminds us that the ordinary reader can un- 
derstand, while others become ‘‘strangled by the 
grammatical intricacies’’ of the scholar. Then Mr. 
Darlow sums it all up by saying that if we take these 
several dicta, and for ‘‘ Shakespeare’’ substitute ‘* the 
Scriptures,’’ the words of Sir Walter Raleigh can be 
equally well applied : 


The rapid, alert reading of one of the great plays brings 
us nearer to the heart of Shakespeare than all the faithful 
and laudable business of the antiquary and the commentary, 


Mr. Darlow then applies: the lesson by a quotation 
from another eminent Professor of English literature : 


We have done almost everything that is possible with 
these Hebrew and Greek writings. We have overlaid 
them, clause by clause, with exhaustive commentaries; we 
have translated them, revised the translations, and quar- 
reled over the revisions; we have discussed authenticity 
and inspiration, and suggested textual history with colored 
type ; we have mechanically divided the whole into chap- 
ters and verses, and sought texts to memorize and quote ; 
we have epitomized into hand-books and extracted school 
lessons ; we have recast from the feminine point of view, 
and even from the standard of the next century. There is 
yet one thing left to do with the Bible : simply to read it. 


Where the ‘‘ Chemistry”’ of the Bible Must Stop 

This plea for the Bible as it stands, and for the 
careful reading of it by the simple-minded, yet earnest 
soul, really constitutes one of the most powerful 
proofs of its divine character. There is that element 
in the Bible which defies dissection and analysis, be- 
cause it transcends all historical and literary sever- 
ances, Just as we may say that the chemical analy- 
sis of man is not man, because there is that in person- 
ality which cannot be analyzed by chemistry, so we 
argue that the analysis of the Bible is not the Bible, 
because of the existence of a spiritual element which 
is incapable of any dissection. 

First and foremost, the Bible is a spiritual book 
brought home to the heart by the Holy Spirit, and it 
is just here that criticism fails us : 


T am struck with the absence of any sign of an experi- 
ence distinctively Christian in many of those who discuss 
the sanctuaries of the Christian faith... . Some of these 
scholars, to judge from their writings alone, do not seem 
even so much as to have heard of a Holy Ghost. And 
they have a fatal dread of pietism, and methodism, and 
most forms of intensely personal evangelical faith. They 
are, like Heeckel, in their own way, the victims of an in- 
tellectualism which means spiritual atrophy to Christianity 
at last.J 


4 Forsyth, “ The Person and Place of Jesus Christ,’’ page.195. 
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When D. L. Moody was turning thousands to Christ, 
the great evangelist was preaching largely to men 
and women who believed the Bible to be the Word 
of God. Ina deeply impressive summing up of the 
present situation of Old Testament criticism, Pro- 
fessor Griffth Thomas utters the solemn warning 
that there will be no spiritual revival till the Bible 
is restored to its original position. As a believer 
studies the foundations of the critical view and finds 
how utterly it fails, he may turn with new purpose 
to the living Word and there find the secret of a 
spiritual quickening in his own life. 





There is one special way of testing the authority of 
the Bible, —for truth requires verification by the spir- 
itual man. Jt is apt to be overlooked that there is 
only one text in the Bible in which ‘‘criticism’’ is 
associated with the Word of God. But it is remark- 
ably significant that in this single passage it is the 
Word which ‘*criticizes’’ us rather than our ‘‘criti- 
cism'’ of the Word. ‘The Word of God is living 
and powerful... and is a critic of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart’’ (Heb. 4:12). If we would 
permit the Word of God thus to ‘‘criticize’’ us we 
should thereby obtain one of the finest and most ac- 
curate criteria by means of which to criticize Scripture. 
When the Divine Word is brought to bear upon the 
human mind, conscience, heart, and will, it carries 
its own conviction and elicits its own verification. 
The experience of the soul soon bears witness in the 
words of the Psalmist : ‘*Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and light unto my path’’ (Psa. 11g : 105). 
‘*Thy Word is very pure; therefore thy servant 
loveth it’’ (Psa. 119 : 140). 


When Higher Criticism Will be Welcomed 

We ask for an earnest and thorough consideration 
of the five tests of criticism which have been discussed 
in these articles. It would have been possible to add 
others more technical and more directly applicable to 
questions of scholarship, but these will suffice to show 
how the ordinary Christian man can test modern 
views of the Old Testament Scriptures. Even when 
these tests are applied separately they will be seen to 
carry real weight, but when they are taken together 
they constitute a cumulative effect and demand atten- 
tion from all who seek to know the truth. 

We may rest perfectly satisfied that no criticism of 
the Old Testament will ever be accepted by the Chris- 
tian church as a whole which does not fully satisfy the 
following conditions: 

1. It must admit in all its assumptions, and take 
fully into consideration, the supernatural element 
which differentiates the Bible from all other books. 

2. It must be in keeping with the enlightened spir- 
itual experience of the saints of God in all ages, and 
make an effectual appeal to the piety and spiritual 
perception of those who know by personal experience 
the power of the Holy Ghost. 

3. It must be historically in line with the general 
tradition of Jewish history and the unique position of 
the Hebrew nation through the centuries, 

4- It must be in unison with that Apostolic concep- 
tion of the authority and inspiration of the Old Testa- 
ment which is so manifest in the New Testament. 

5. Above all, it must be in accordance with the 
universal belief of the Christian Church in our Lord’s 
infallibility as a Teacher, and as ‘‘the Word made 
Flesh.”’ 

And itis not too much to affirm that if and when 
modern Higher Criticism can satisfy these require- 
ments it will not merely be accepted, but will com- 
mand the universal, loyal, and even enthusiastic ad- 
hesion of all Christians. 

The matter is vital. It is no question of the inter- 
pretation of particular passages, no question of mere 
literature. The supreme problem is historical, theo- 
logical; spiritual; it concerns the trustworthiness of 
the Old: Testament. We do not say for a moment 
that there are no difficulties in the old view, for every 
one knows, and it has been known for centuries, that 
there are genuine Biblical difficulties. There must 
be problems whenever we introduce the supernatural. 
But what is said, and said with absolute conviction, 





is that the new view not only does not remove these 
difficulties, but intensifies them. 

If the critical position is right, not only is the con- 
servative attitude wrong, but Jewish history, Church 
history, and the New Testament are all wrong also. 

The deepest interests are involved, and it may be 
said without fear of contradiction that there will be no 
spiritual revival until the Bible is restored to its oriy- 
inal position. Nor is it possible to stop short with 
the Old Testament and to regard the New Testament 
as sacrosanct and immune from criticism. Well- 
hausen, the master of Old Testament Criticism, is 
now giving his attention to the Gospels, and his view 
of Jesus Christ is far removed from that which the 
Church has held for centuries. All this goes to sup- 
port what was said years ago: 


It will prove also logically impossible, on the premises 
from which the chief critical leaders start, to avoid being 
landed in the conclusions about Christ which Wellhausen 
has reached, 1 


More than twenty years ago a well-known English 
writer, now Sir W. Robertson Nicoll, was walking 
with Wellhausen in the streets of Greifswald, and ven- 
tured to ask him whether, if his views were accepted, 
the Bible could retain its place in the estimation of 
the common people. ‘‘I cannot see how that is pos- 
sible,’’ was the sad reply. 

If it be asked how we are to account for the modern 
Biblical criticism, it may be said that at the founda- 
tion there is a distinct philosophy at work. It is not 
a question of facts so much as the interpretation of 
facts. AJl the data used by the modern critical school 
to prove that the Scriptures are not what the Church 
has held them to be through the ages are perfectly 
well known to conservative scholars, who estimite 
them at their true value, and find nothing in them to 
rob the Word of God of its historical trustworthiness, 
or to destroy its claim to be the Divine revelation for 
human life. Let it be said again with all possible 
plainness that Holy Scripture invites the fullest criti- 
cism so long as it is fair and honest; and Church 
history proves beyond doubt that the Bible has always 
profited by the most thorough investigations. But 
when a preconceived philosophy is used tu test every- 
thing in these writings there can be only one result. 

It is quite impossible to claim that criticism, as we 
know it to-day, is the outcome of an unprejudiced 
science which deals only with facts and interprets 
these facts according to proper historical knowledge. 
There is, to be sure, no such thing as a ‘science 
without prejudgment,’’ for every student must of 
necessity start out from some standpoint based upon 
certain principles. 

But if these presuppositions are seté/ed before the 
inquiry is commenced, the result will be absolutely 
unscientific. It must never be forgotten that some of 
the leading critics have frankly stated their point of 
view. Thus Kuenen declared that 


The religion of the Old Testament was one of the greatest 
of all the religions—nothing less, but also nothing more. 


The Tragedy of the Critical Method 

Now it can easily be seen that this begs the whele 
question, and as the result of Kuenen’s researches we 
are necessarily dominated by this rulee We must 
therefore settle first of all what our principles are in 
approaching all Scripture. If the Bible is only like 
any other book, and is solely the result of historical 
evolution, we shall never arrive at the conviction that 
it is the Word of God in a unique sense. But if we 
are willing to be convinced that it is what it claims to 
be, a unique book, we shall be ready to study and 
criticize it in the light of this possibility. 

It is, of course, a simple duty to distinguish between 
naturalist critical scholars, and other critical scholars 
who accept the supernatural Incarnation and who 
therefore see no incompatibility between the accept- 
ance of the literary and historical principles of natural- 
ism and a belief in the divine source and authority of 
the Old Testament. But it is impossible to say that 
the latter critics give any clear assurance of the 
strength of the supernatural foundation on which they 
themselves rest and ask us to rest. While recogniz- 
ing to the full that many of our British and American 





1D. W. Simon, “Some Bible Problems,’’ p. 23. 
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‘¢ Higher Critics’’ are firm believers in a divine rev- 
elation, it is impossible not to feel the force of the 


words of the late Dr. W. H.-Green of Princeton, when ~ 


he said : 


They who have themselves been thoroughly grounded 
in the Christian faith may, by a happy inconsistency, hold 


fast their. old convictions, while admitting principles, - 


methods, and conclusions that are logically at war with 
them. But who can be surprised ‘oho shall with 
stricter logic carry what has been thus commended to them 
to its legitimate conclusion ? 


We therefore draw the conclusion that when mod- 
ern criticism is tested by means of the criteria here 
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adduced it will be found wanting, and the Old Testa- 
ment will stand out more clearly than ever as the 
record of a divine revelation progressively given, and 
embodied in a national consciousness which is his- 
torically trustworthy and spiritually unique. With 
history, tradition, true scholarship, and real spiritual- 
ity on the side of the church's view of the Testa- 
ment, there is nothing to fear, and everything to 
inspire the conviction that ‘‘The words of the Lord 
are pure words,’” ‘*Thy word is true from the be- 
ginning.’’ ‘‘The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, 
but the word of our God shall stand for ever."* 
Wrycurre Cot_ecr, Toronto. 


The Touchstone of the “ Follow-Me” Life 


Quiet Talks on Following the Christ 





By S. D. Gordon 





An inexperienced surveyor was working with a transit instrument which he could not 
get to read true, and he concluded that the delicate mechanism needed to go to the 


shop for repairs. 


When the engineer’s expert eye glanced at the transit he said that 


all it needed was adjusting ; and in a few moments he had the instrument sensitively 


responding to every touch. 


Adjustment is what is needed in many a Christian life. 


Mr. Gordon’s searching message points the clear way to a perfect adjustment to the 
acceptable will of God, 


IV. THE OLIVET OUTLOOK 


HERE are three chief finger-posts on the ‘‘ Follow- 
me’’ road,—a clear vision, a spirit of obedi- 
ence, and a heart of love. 

Just what is meant by a clear vision? I can say at 
once that it means a vision of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And yet some of us have taken that language in a 
vague, indefinite way, and have not thought into its 
practical meaning. Clear vision here means an un- 
derstanding of who. Christ Jesus is, and what he is, 
and what plans he has.. Then it means that that un- 
derstanding is so clear that it becomes intense to the 
point of being overwhelming. 

I think I may say correctly that the place for get- 
ting such a clear, full vision of Christ Jesus.is Olivet. 
Olivet is a good place to pitch your tent for a little 
while, until your vision clears. Then you'll not stay 
there, though you may return to keep the lines of 
your vision clear and clean. You will be down in the 
valleys with the crowds, 

One day the Master led his disciples out to the 
Mount of Olives, It was the last time they were to- 
gether. And the group of men stand there talking, 
the eleven grouped about the One. He is talking 
with them quietly and earnestly, Then, to their utter 
amazement, his feet are off the ground, he is rising 
upward in the air, then higher and higher, until a 
cloud moves across, and they see him no more. This 
is all you would see at a distance. 

But let us come a little nearer, and stand with 
them, and listen, and watch. Off yonder to the west, 
down in the valley, you see the clump of trees ; that 
is Gethsemane, the place of the bloody sweat and the 
tense agony of spirit. Across the valley, still looking 
west, lies the city, outside whose wall is the little 
knoll called Calvary, where he gave his life out. 
Over here to the east and south lies little Bethany, 
which speaks of his resurrection power; and a bit 
farther off are the bare wilds sloping down,—that is 
the place of the sore temptation. Far away to the 
north, up in the clouds, lies ‘Ae mountain, snow-clad, 
beyond your outer vision, yet coming now to your 
inner vision, where the God within shined out through 
the man. 


UT while a quick glance takes, all this in, your eyes 
are caught and held by the Man inthe midst. His 
presence embodies and intensifies all that these 

places suggest. His face bears the impress of the 
Wilderness, and of the Garden, The scars plainly 
there tell of Calvary, as no piece of geography ever 
can. His mere presence tells unmistakably of the 
resurrection. And you know who he is, and what. 
He made the world, and breathed his breath of life 
into man’s nostrils. This is he, the Jesus of Olivet. 

But the action of his face and of his pose are part 
of the sight. His eyes are looking outward. The 
set of his face is out. His hands point out. And he 
is talking. Listen! he is talking about a ‘‘ world.’’ 
He died for a world. He is thinking about a world. 
He has a plan of action for a world. 

But another word gets your ear—‘‘ye.”’ He is 
thinking about these disciples, about his followers. 
He has a plan of action for them. And these two 
plans, for the world, and for his followers, these two 
are tied up together. And a third word stands out— 


1,"’ «Tam with you. Iam in command.’ And 
now these three things stand out together: a world- 
plan, a plan for the follower’s life fitting into the 
world-plan, and in the midst Jesus, the Christ, my 
Saviour, my Lord ! 

This is the Olivet vision, This the clear, full 
vision ; of Jesus, crucified, risen, empowered ; of his 
world-plan ; of his plan for my life as part of the 
world-plan. Olivet faces four ways. Backward, it 
points to the sympathy, the humanness, the suffer- 
ing, the cross, of Jesus. Upward, it looks to himself, 
now sitting above the clouds at the Father's right 
hand, ‘‘far above all rule, and authority, and power, 
and dominion, and every name that is named,”" with 
‘¢all things under his feet.’ Outward, it reaches to 
the world he died for, and plans for, and is: still 
brooding over with more than a mother’s love. For- 
ward, it anticipates eagerly the time when he will 
come back to finish up what he began, and what we 
are to continue. When he returns it will be to this 
same Olivet (Zech, 14 : 4). 


E need frequent visits to Olivet’s top, until con- 
stant looking at its outlooking landscape, at him- 
self, fills and floods oureyes. We need the quiet 

time alone with himself and his Word and some map- 
picture of his world, as a abit, until these—himself, 
his Word, his world—are burned into eyes and heart, 
until they fire, as a sweet fever, the whole life. 

Out of the vision comes the spirit of obedience, 1 
have used the words ‘‘spirit of obedience,’’ rather 
than simply the word ‘‘obedience,’’ because obedi- 
ence sometimes stands for a bondage to rules, a 
slavery to things. The obedience itself must be 
deeper than rule or outward thing. The spirit of 
obedience sees into the spirit of the rule, and through 
the outward thing, and floods it with a new spirit of 
life. This spirit of obedience is the one finger-post 
found oftenest along this road. So only can one be 
true to the vision, 

The touchstone of the ‘Follow-Me”’ life is not 
need, nor service, nor sacrifice. The need is felt to 
the paining-point. The service is given joyously to 
the limit of strength. The sacrifice is yielded to to the 
bleeding-point. But these all come, as they come, 
through and out of obedience. Yet need is the con- 
trolling thing, but not the need as we see it, but as he 
sees it, who sees all, and feels most deeply. The 
need is best met, the service best given, the sacrifice 
most healing in its power, as each grows out of 
obedience. 

The standard of obedience is threefold, the Word of 
God, the Spirit of God, and one’s own judgment and 
spirit insight. These three are made and meant to fit 
together. This is the natural result when things are 
even measurably as they should be. When God is 





A new volume of Mr. Gordon's “‘ Quiet Talks,’’ the 
books which so many eagerly welcome, has been 
issued by the Fleming H. Revell Company under the 
title “Quiet Talks on Following the Christ.’’ In- 
cluded in this book are the articles which The Sun- 
day School Times has been privileged to publish. It 
may be ordered from the Revell Co. at 75 cents. In 
next week's issue of the Times will begin Mr. Gor- 
don's. regular lesson articles, as announced on page 
776 of this issue, with a message on **The First 
Lesson of Life.’ 
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allowed to sway the life as he wishes, these three fit 
and blend perfectly. The Word of God taken alone 
perstitious regard for a book, and to a 
cramped judgment and action, To say that we are 
guided by the Spirit, without due regard for the Book 
he has been the principal one in writing, leads to 
fanaticism, or at least to ill-advised, unbalanced, im- 
mature opinions and action, Naturally one’s own 
judgment and spirit insight play a large for they 
make the personal decision. It is through one’s judg- 
ment and spirit insight that the Holy Spirit and the 
Word influence the decision and action. 


Pte great essential is the habitual, broad, thought- 
ful study of God’s Word, with the will and life 
utterly yielded to the Holy Spirit. So one’s spirit 
is trained to understand, and one’s judgment to form 
its conclusions. The Holy Spirit makes us understand 
God's purpose as revealed in his Word, and fits this 
into the need of practical life. Obedience, intelligent 
and full, depends upon the quiet time alone with God 
over his Word. 
- IT want to add something more here. It is some- 
thing startling. There are no breakdowns in the path 
of obedience. 1 say that very softly, as a guilty sin- 
ner in. the matter of breakdowns. I remember that 
the record of Christian service is like one long, con- 
tinuous record of breakdowns, broken bodies, wrecked 
nerves, sometimes wrecked minds. And I am not 
saying it to criticize any one, except it be myself. 
Out of a long personal experience of constant going, 
unwise overwork, and serious breakdowns, I am but 
confessing my own sins when I say there are no break- 
downs in the path of obedience. Does that mean 
that there is much earnest service that we have not 
been told todo? And the answer must be a_ very 
gentle, but very clear, *‘yes.’’ 

But the Man in command has a perfect knowledge 
of what you can do. And he never asks you to do 
anything beyond your strength. Or, if he does need 
you to meet some emergency beyond your strength, 
he gives the strength needed. He sends in a fresh 
supply of resurrection life to repair the waste of your 
body ; and, too, he calls into use strength, resources, 
talents, that you have not known you had. 

Now I know that if this be taken seriously it will 
Tead some to a heart-searching time alone with the 
} I. ‘am sure that if obedience alone. isto be 
the keynote, it will mean many.a readjustment. And 
it will mean, too, a new flood-stream of power flowing 
out as the connecting joints are readjusted, 

And out of the vision comes the heart of love. The 
sight of the Lord Jesus’ face begets love ; and love 
begets obedience. But obedience never can keep 
true away from its father. It is never true, full obe- 
dience except it has the throbbing heart of love in it. 
This is the unfailing mark. It’s so easy to fail here. 
Yet ‘‘love never faileth,’’ 


SIMPLE story has come to me, I cannot remem- 
ber just where, of a -woman in southern China, 
in the province of Kwangtung. She had a seri- 

ous illness, and was taken to a mission hospital in 
Canton, There for the first time she heard of 
Christ, of his love and death. And that story, com- 
ing so new and fresh, transformed her as she opened 
her heart to the Saviour, And a great peace came 
into her heart, and showed plainly in her face.. Then 
her thought began turning to her own village. Nota 
soul there knew of this wondrous Saviour. If they 
but knew! But what could she do, for her illness 
was very serious, 

The next time the physician came by she asked 
him how long she would live if she stayed there. He 
said he did not know ; he thought she might live six 
months, And how long if she left the hospital and 
returned home. _ He did not know; maybe three 
months. And after he had gone she quietly an- 
nounced that she was going home. And those about 
her were greatly astonished. ‘‘Why,’’ they said, 
‘you'll lose half your life!’’ And the tears came 
into her eyes, as a gentle smile overspread her poor 
worn face, and she simply said, ‘‘Jesus gave his 
whole life for me ; don’t you think I'm glad. to give 
half mine for him ?’’ I don’t know how long she lived. 
The story didn’t say, but it did tell that many of the 
people of her village knew a long life, even an ever- 
lasting life, because of her simple telling of the story. 

There were the three essentials, though never so 
analyzed by her. She had the vision of Jesus Christ 
her Saviour, then of those who had never heard of 
him, and then of her own part in the plan of telling 
them. The impulse to tell them was obeyed gladly. 
And the heart of love counted not her life dear unto 
herself if only they might be told of this wondrous 
Christ Jesus. 

New York City. 
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| AM writing on ‘‘The Day" of the Jews, the day 
’ par excellence, far more important than any other 


in the round year. It is Yom Kippur, the Day 
of Atonement, which this year—5674 in the Jewish 
reckoning—falls on October 11th. I have spent 
many hours in the synagogue during this season, be- 
ginning withthe Rosh Hashanah or New Year, which 
ushers in the ten days of penitence and confession, cul- 
minating with the twenty-four hour fast and the decla- 
ration of forgiveness of this Day of Atonement. In 
these services of orthodox Jews one finds a picture of 
their present religious condition. 

The greeting of the first day of Tishri is, ‘* May 
you be writ to a good year’’ ; that is, in the Book of 
Life of the righteous ; while another longer one runs, 
**May it please the Lord our God and God of our 
fathers to renew for us a good and sweet year,"’ which 
is properly said after bread has been dipped in honey 
and. eaten, or when a sweet apple has been cut and 
dipped in honey. 

UT the excitement in the synagogue reaches its 
climax on New Year's day, when the shofar is 
blown—a curiously carved, flattened ram's horn, 

emitting a sound like a child's tin trumpet, though 

it is blown as a solemn reminder of the giving of the 
law and of the great day of coming judgment. Sin 
is the dominating issue of the first ten days of the 

Jewish new year. They should be devoted to re- 

pentance and confession, which must be completed 

before Sunset of the Day of Atonement, if one hopes 
for a-happy year. 

‘* Penitence and atonement,’’ writes Loewe, ‘‘ oc- 
cupy so prominent a position in the life of a Jew, as 
conceived by the rabbis, that their writings are full 
everywhere of the necessity and means of obtaining 
freedom from sin... If the sin has been against 
mah, restitution must precede everything else. 
Avowal is also necessary. ' Death can atone in cer- 
tain cases. Death-bed repentance is effectivé, but it 
is not thé highest form of atonement. Fasting, alms- 
giving, the study of the Torah, submission to stripes— 
all these can atone; but all forms of atonement de- 
pend for their success on the grant of divine grace.” 

The day of temple sacrifice has passed, but a re- 
minder of it is seen in many Jewish families at this 
season when the father kills a cock and the mother a 
hen, whose blood suggests the remission which all so 
greatly desire. Another indication of the same long- 
ing is a custom followed in some cases when the con- 
gregation marches to running water, where they, pray 
that God may cast their sins into the depths of the 
sea, Micah 7 :19, 20 being recited. 


HAT are we as Christians doing to remove the 
veil from our brethren’s eyes? Surely we 
should do something. From them we received 

the Old Testament; our Saviour was of the tribe of 
Judah ; our New Testament is a legacy from Jews 
whose minds God inspired to write unto us ; Paul, the 
establisher of most of the early missionary churches 
of Europe and Asia, was a Hebrew of the Hebrews 
before his conversion. And the Jew is conspicuous 
in every department of our modern life. Among them 
are statesmen lik: Jules Simon and Disraeli; the 
Rethschilds and hirsches represent thenr im the realm 
of finance; world travelers, like Wolff and Einin 
Pasha, are of that 1ace, as are a host of inspired imu- 
sicians, Mendelssohn,- Rubinstein, and the Strauss 
faniily, for example ; while Heine and Morris, znd 
novelists like Zangw ill and Auerbach, delight readers 
of poetry and fiction. On the Christian side we are 
deeply obligated to Neander, George Miiller, Drs. 
Edersheim and Saphir, and Bishops Alexander and 
Schereshewsky, not to mention a host of less conspicu- 
ous authors, ministers, and missionaries. 

‘There is one thing which the Jews themselves wish 
us to do in their behalf. As I rose to-day to leave 
the synagogue, a well-known sopher, or writer of 
synagogue rolls, grasped me by the arm and said, refer- 
ring to an impassioned address of the rabbi just before, 
in which in eloquent Yiddish he had told the sad story 
of the notable trial of a Jew for ritual murder in Russia, 
with its probable aftermath of Jogroms, and ‘proved 
its impossibility from the Jewish point of view : ‘Will 
you not plead for justice for the Jew? Cannot a let- 
ter or article be written which will aid in the protest 


The Hope of the Jews for a Happy New Year 


Why these are crisis days for millions of Hebrews, 
and how Christians may meet the opportunity 





which others beside ourselves are making against 
Russian injustice and judicial murder, if Mendel Bei- 
liss is convicted?’' Yes, the plea for justice and for 
brotherhood and sympathy must be uttered even 
among Christians. 

Christian missions among Jews are doing a°wider 
and deeper work than this, as you may learn if you 
look into the reports and periodicals of ninety-five 
Protestant societies’ working in their behalf through 
almost a thousand missionaries laboring in two hun- 
dred and twenty-two centers of Christian light. 








Israel’s Missionary Outlook To-day 


Where Students Turn to Suicide.—The last report 
of the St. Petersburg Committee for Combating Suicide 
states that the number of such deaths among Jewish stu- 
dents has largely increased of late, and attributes it to the 
terrible conditions of their general life and legal status. 


Persecution in Asia Minor.—Mission work for the 
Jews of Smyrna has been interfered with by large emigra- 
tion to South America in order to escape Turkish opposi- 
tion, The schools stil] have three Louteed and fifty 
scholars, for whom prayers are asked, since, like the early 
Church in that city, Christians must endure the ‘ revilings 
of them which say they are Jews, and they are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan.’’ 


A Great Missionary Leader.—The late Dr. Louis 
Meyer, whose death last summer removed a ‘ walking 
thesaurus ’’ as to things Jewish from the American Church, 
was converted through attending a course of lectures on 
**Christ in the Book of Leviticus.’’ Giving up his pro- 
fession as-surgeon, he devoted the remainder of his life to 
the ministry and to work for the Jews, as well as to literary 
efforts in behdff of his brethren. 


In a Closed Land.—In the practically closed land of 
Abyssinia work for the Falasha Jews is most 4rying. 
Native missionaries in their report make this request : 
** Weare not afraid to bear the sufferings that come to us 
for the sake of our faith in Christ. The way of suffering 
is a wholesome way for us. But do not forget us in yeur 
prayers, ye people of God in Europe, that the Word of God 
may run amongst this people who do not know him.”’ 


A Light Center in Palestine.—Jesus’ words, ‘*A 
city set on a hill cannot be hid,’’ probably referred to 
Safed standing on an eminence northwest of the Sea of 
Galilee, To-day it is the center of a strong medical and 
éducational work for the Jews, whence gospel ‘influences 
go out all over northern Palestine. In its schools, taught 
by teachers who have suffered for Christ’s sake, are one 
hundred and sixty children. Recently the Zionists have 
stirred up animosity against the mission, so that this num- 
ber is only half the usual attendance, 


The Old War in the Holy City.—Opposition to 
Jewish missions in Jerusalem has increased since the ap- 
pearance last Passover season of special articles and pam- 
phlets urging the Jews to take up ‘‘a holy war in which 
both men and women—young and old—must partake on 
every occasion and on every opportunity,.at home and in 
society, in newspapers and in pamphlets, in open streets and 
at meetings... . We need not fight against Christians as 
such, but only against such a Christianity as makes use of 
every means in its power to draw to it converts,’’ 


When the Day of Atonement Failed.—Mr. Weinberg, 
of Jaffa, aconverted Jewish worker, says that before he took 
that step he wa:: a strict observer of Jewish traditions, but 
that he never felt any soul: satisfaction, not. even on the 
Day of Atonement when he went through all the Famudic 
ceremonies, Ile waved the cock thrice around his head, 
laid his hands upon it as he would or a sacrifice, repeated 
the prescribed words of prayer, made the penance cf being 
beaten forma ly with thirty-nine stripes, and yet was 
wretched ana miserable. Thirty-five years ago Le was 
converted, and since then has been sweetly at peace. 


From the riebrew Service for Yom Kippur.—‘*‘ Orrthe 
day of Atonement, blot out and make to pass away our trans- 
gressions and our sins from before thine eyes ; as it is said, 
I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for 
mine own sake, and thy sins I will not remember. And 
it is said, I have blotted out as a cloud thy transgressions, 
and as a mist thy sins ; return unto me, for I have redeemed 
thee. For on this day he shall make atonement for you, 
to cleanse you; from all your sins before the Lord shall 
you be clean.”’ 


Bishop Sumner’s Meditation on Israel.—‘‘ Behold 
this nation to whom I owe so much, without the hope 
which, through their means, I am blessed with! Let me 
hold up to them the Word of Life, if God peradventure 
may have mercy upon them and disperse the blindness 
which has happened unto Israel.’’ 


Seen from the Missionary Watch Tower, by 
Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 






F 12,867,856 Jews reported in the last American 
Jewish Year Book almost half were living in Rus- 
sia, where the obstacles are thus described by 

Professor Heman of Basel : ‘‘ In countries like Russia 
missionaries encounter special difficulties owing to 
deep-rooted Jewish fanaticism, hatred of the Chris- 
tians, Jewish narrowness, and great erudition in the 
Talmud and Cabala. A missionary who is not thor- 
oughly versed in Hebrew literature and science will 
here be little respected. As only converted Jews 
thoroughly know the Jewish heart and the Jewish head, 
they have, almost without exception, been used for 
this kind of missionary work.'’ Elsewhere, especially 
in North America, where 2,140,262 Hebrews are re- 
ported as residing, many non-Jewish Christians are 
among the missionaries, and the same is true in Great 
Britain, where nearly a quarter of a million Hebrews 
are found. 

Methods must vary with circumstances. House-to- 
house visitation is not usually welcomed, because 
regarded as an invasion of their homes, Public meet- 
ings, reading-rooms, special literature, free and indus- 
trial schools, and in non-Christian lands medical 
missions, are the means most commonly useful in the 
enterprise. In many settlements, not under the charge 
of missionaries, a goodly number of Jews are won to 
Christianity by indirect methods. But conversion 
most be followed up by careful Christian nurture cal- 
culated to impart a spiritual habit of life, to which the 
Hebrew is little inclined. Of course doctrines which 
are a stumbling-block still to the Jew must be wisely 
treated, especially the Trinity, Atonement, and the 
deity of Christ. 


” recent years Zionism has had its effect upon 
Christian missions, On the one hand, its leaders 
are enemies of the missionaries because they have 
won so many from the national body of the Jews, thus 
interfering with its program of preventing the assimi- 
lation of*Hebrews. Yet it is also favorable to Chris- 
tianity, since Zionism needs Christian aid in order to 
the materialization of its schemes. 

If one consults statistics in order to gauge the suc- 
cess of Jewish missions, one is surprised to learn that 
such multitudes have turned to Christianity from 
Judaism. Pastor de la Roi stated in Nathanael that 
during the last century a quarter. of a million were 
thus won, of whom about thirty-five percent became 
Protestants, Yet if the reader consults the ‘* World 
Atlas of Christian Missions,’’ he will find that only 
two hundred and twenty-two were baptized in 1908. 
That calls attention to the fact that practically all 
graduate from the missions and enter existing Chris- 
tian churches, and thus are lost in the Gentile crowd 
with whom they are numbered, Many of them are 
educated for the ministry of such churches, so that a 
few years ago it was stated by the Rev. R. W. Harden 
that ‘‘as each Lord’s Day comes round, the gospel is 
proclaimed in more than six hundred pulpits of Europe 
by Jewish lips. Over three hundred and fifty of the 
recognized ministers of Christ in Great Britain are 
stated to be Hebrew Christians.’ 


HO will pray and labor for Israel? It is a hard 
task, but itis rewarding. This is the sort of work- 
ers aeeded for the Jewish vineyard; according to 

the veteran Rev. John Wilkinson ; ‘First, we want 
men who know by experience the doctrine taught by 
Jesus Christ to Nicodemus in the third chapter of 
John ; :onverted men, not merely scholars. Secondly, 
men filied with Christlike compassion for His brethren 
according tc the flesh. Thirdly, men who have some 
knowledge uf Hebrew and of Jewish history and litera- 
ture ; for a man who has this knowledge inspires the 
Jews with respect. Fourthly, men having some ac- 
quaintance with the revealed purpose of God in the 
Jew. Further, they should have skill in showing from 
the Hebrew Scriptures—the Old Testament alone, 
without touching the New—that Jesus is the Messiah. 
Those of us who have not this ability and who can- 
not give our entire time to Jewish mission work can 
nevertheless love the Jew and show by our words and 
acts that we have been with Jesus, thus begetting in 
them a longing for a Messiah who has come ; for from 
Jesus’ day comes the Jewish proverb, ‘* He that would 
be fragrant must keep near the seller of perfuimes,'’ 
YaLe UNIVERSITY. 
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‘¢ Higher Critics’’ are firm believers in a divine rev- 
elation, it is impossible not to feel the force of the 


words of the late Dr. W. H. Green of Princeton, when - 


he said ; 

They who have themselves been thoroughly grounded 
in the Christian faith may, by a happy inconsistency, hold 
fast their. old convictions, while admitting principles, 
methods, and conclusions that are logically at war with 
them. But who can be surprised if others shall with 
stricter logic carry what has been thus commended to them 
to its legitimate conclusion ? 


We therefore draw the conclusion that when mod- 
ern criticism is tested by means of the criteria here 
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adduced it will be found wanting, and the Old Testa- 


ment will stand out more clearly than ever as the 


record of a divine revelation progressively given, and 
embodied in a national consciousness which is his- 
torically trustworthy and spiritually unique. With 
history, tradition, true scholarship, and real spiritual- 
ity on the side of the church's view of the Old Testa- 
ment, there is nothing to fear, and everything to 
inspire the conviction that ‘‘ The words of the Lord 
are pure words.’’ ‘*Thy word is true from the be- 
ginning.'’ ‘‘ The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, 
but the word of our God shall stand for ever.”’ 
Wycuirre CoL_ece, Toronto. 


The Touchstone of the “ Follow-Me” Life 


Quiet Talks on Following the Christ 





By S. D. Gordon 





An inexperienced surveyor was working with a transit instrument which he could not 
get to read true, and he concluded that the delicate mechanism needed to go to the 


shop for repairs. 


When the engineer’s expert eye glanced at the transit he said that 


all it needed was adjusting ; and in a few moments he had the instrument sensitively 


responding to every touch. 


Adjustment is what is needed in many a Christian life. 


Mr. Gordon’s searching message points the clear way to a perfect adjustment to the 
acceptable will of God. 


IV. THE OLIVET OUTLOOK 


HERE are three chief finger-posts on the ‘‘ Follow- 
me’’ road,—a clear vision, a spirit of obedi- 
ence, and a heart of love. 

Just what is meant by a clear vision? I can say at 
once that it means a vision of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And yet some of us have taken that language in a 
yague, indefinite way, and have not thought into its 
practical meaning. Clear vision here means an un- 
derstanding of wha Christ Jesus is, and what he is, 
and what plans he has. Then it means that that un- 
derstanding is so clear that it becomes intense to the 
point of being overwhelming. 

I think I may say correctly that the place for get- 
ting such a clear, full vision of Christ Jesus is Olivet. 
Olivet is a good place to pitch your tent for a little 
while, until your vision clears. Then you'll not stay 
there, though you may return to keep the lines of 
your vision clear and clean. You will be down in the 
valleys with the crowds, 

One day the Master led his disciples out to the 
Mount of Olives, It was the last time they were to- 
gether. And the group of men stand there talking, 
the eleven grouped about the One. He is talking 
with them quietly and earnestly. Then, to their utter 
amazement, his feet are off the ground, he is rising 
upward in the air, then higher and higher, until a 
cloud moves across, and they see him no'more. This 
is all you would see at a distance. 

But let us come a little nearer, and stand with 
them, and listen, and watch. Off yonder to the west, 
down in the valley, you see the clump of trees ; that 
is Gethsemane, the place of the bloody sweat and the 
tense agony of spirit. Across the valley, still looking 
west, lies the city, outside whose wall is the little 
knoll called Calvary, where he gave his life out. 
Over here to the east and south lies little Bethany, 
which speaks of his resurrection power; and a bit 
farther off are the bare wilds sloping down,—that is 
the place of the sore temptation, Far away to the 
north, up in the clouds, lies Ae mountain, snow-clad, 
beyond your outer vision, yet coming now to your 
inner vision, where the God within shined out through 
the man. 


ges while a quick glance takes, all this in, your eyes 
are caught and held by the Man inthe midst. His 
presence embodies and intensifies all that these 
places suggest. His face bears the impress of the 
Wilderness, and of the Garden, The scars plainly 
there tell of Calvary, as no piece of geography ever 
can. His mere presence tells unmistakably of the 
resurrection. And you know who he is, and what. 
He made the world, and breathed his breath of life 
into man’s nostrils. This is he, the Jesus of Olivet. 

But the action of his face and of his pose are part 
of the sight. His eyes are looking outward. The 
set of his face is out. His hands point out. And he 
is talking. Listen! he is talking about a ‘‘ world.’’ 
He died for a world. He is thinking about a world. 
He has a plan of action for a world. 

But another word gets your ear—‘‘ye.’’ He is 
thinking about these disciples, about his followers. 
He has a plan of action forthem. And these two 
plans, for the world, and for his followers, these two 
are tied up together. And a third word stands out— 


- 


‘I,’ «Tam with you. Iam in command,.”’ And 
now these three things stand out together: a world- 
plan, a plan for the follower’s life fitting into the 
world-plan, and in the midst Jesus, the Christ, my 
Saviour, my Lord ! 

This is the Olivet vision. This the clear, full 
vision : of Jesus, crucified, risen, empowered ; of his 
world-plan ; of his plan for my life as part of the 
world-plan, Olivet faces four ways. Backward, it 
points to the sympathy, the humanness, the suffer- 
ing, the cross, of Jesus. Upward, it looks to himself, 
now sitting above the clouds at the Father's right 
hand, ‘‘far above all rule, and authority, and power, 
and dominion, and every name that is named,’” with 
‘¢all things under his feet.’’ Outward, it reaches to 
the world he died for, and plans for, and is still 
brooding over with more than a mother’s love. For- 


ward, it anticipates eagerly the time when he will -' 


come back to finish up what he began, and what we 
are to continue. When he returns it will be to this 
same Olivet (Zech. 14 : 4). 


E need frequent visits to Olivet’s top, until con- 
stant looking at its outlooking landscape, at him- 
self, fills and floods oureyes. We need the quiet 

time alone with himself and his Word and some map- 
picture of his world, as a habit, until these—himself, 
his Word, his world—are burned into eyes and heart, 
until they fire, as a sweet fever, the whole life. 

Out of the vision comes ¢he spirit of obedience, 1 
have used the words ‘‘spirit of obedience,’’ rather 
than simply the word ‘‘obedience,’’ because obedi- 
ence sometimes stands for a bondage to rules, a 
slavery to things. The obedience itself must be 
deeper than rule or outward thing, The spirit of 
obedience sees into the spirit of the rule, and through 
the outward thing, and floods it with a new spirit of 
life. This spirit of obedience is the one finger-post 
found oftenest along this road. So only can one be 
true to the vision. 

The touchstone of the ‘‘Follow-Me’”’ life is not 
need, nor service, nor sacrifice, The need is felt to 
the paining-point. The service is given joyously to 
the limit of strength. The sacrifice is yielded to to the 
bleeding-point. But these all come, as they come, 
through and out of obedience. Yet need is the con- 
trolling thing, but not the need as we see it, but as he 
sees it, who sees all, and feels most deeply. The 
need is best met, the service best given, the sacrifice 
most healing in its power, as each grows out of 
obedience. 

The standard of obedience is threefold, the Word of 
God, the Spirit of God, and one’s own judgment and 
spirit insight. These three are made and meant to fit 
together. This is the natural result when things are 
even measurably as they should be. When God is 





A new volume of Mr. Gordon’s ‘‘ Quiet Talks,’’ the 
books which so many eagerly welcome, has been 
issued by the Fleming H. Revell Company under the 
title ‘‘Quiet Talks on Following the Christ.’’ In- 
cluded in this book are the articles which The Sun- 
day School Times has been privileged to publish. It 
may be ordered from the Revell Co. at 75 cents. In 
next week's issue of the Times will begin Mr. Gor- 
don’s regular lesson articles, as announced on page 
776 of this issue, with a message on ** The First 
Lesson of Life."’ 
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allowed to sway the life as he wishes, these three fit 
and blend perfectly. The Word of God taken alone 


will lead to superstitious regard for a book, and to a 


cramped judgment and action, To say that we are 
guided by the Spirit, without due regard for the Book 
he has been the principal one in writing, leads to 
fanaticism, or at least to ill-advised, unbalanced, im- 
mature opinions and action, Naturally one’s own 
judgment and spirit insight play a large part, for they 
make the personal decision. It is through one’s judg- 
ment and spirit insight that the Holy Spirit and the 
Word influence the decision and action. 


FB great essential is the habitual, broad, thought- 
ful study of God’s Word, with the will and life 
utterly yielded to the Holy Spirit. So one’s spirit 
is trained to understand, and one’s judgment to form 
its conclusions. The Holy Spirit makes us understand 
God's purpose as revealed in his Word, and fits this 
into the need of practical life. Obedience, intelligent 
and full, depends upon the quiet time alone with God 
over his Word. 
- I want to add something more here. It is some- 
thing startling. Zhere are no breakdowns in the path 
of obedience. 1 say that very softly, asa guilty sin- 
ner in.the matter of breakdowns. I remember that 
the record of Christian service is like one long, con- 
tinuous record of breakdowns, broker bodies, wrecked 
nerves, sometimes wrecked minds. And I am not 
saying it to criticize any one, except it be myself. 
Out of a long personal experience of constant going, 
unwise overwork, and serious breakdowns, I am but 
confessing my own sins when I say there are no break- 
downs in the path of obedience. Does that mean 
that there is much earnest service that we have not 
been told todo? And the answer must be a. very 
gentle, but very clear, ‘‘ yes.’’ 

But the Man in command has a perfect knowledge 
of what you can do. And he never asks you to do 
anything beyond your strength. Or, if he does need 
you to meet some emergency beyond your strength, 
he gives the strength needed. He sends in a fresh 
supply of resurrection life to repair the waste of your 
body ; and, too, he calls into use strength, resources, 
talents, that you have not known you had. 

Now I know that if this be taken seriously it will 
lead some to a heart-searching time alone with the 
Master. I am sure that if obedience alone is’ to be 
the keynote, it will mean many.a readjustment. And 
it will mean, too, a new flood-stream of power flowing 
out as the connecting joints are readjusted. 

And out of the vision comes the heart of love. The 
sight of the Lord Jesus’ face begets love ; and love 
begets obedience. But obedience never can keep 
true away from its father. It is never true, full obe- 
dience except it has the throbbing heart of love in it. 
This is the unfailing mark. It’s so easy to fail here. 
Yet ‘‘love never faileth,”’ 


SIMPLE story has come to me, I cannot remem- 
ber just where, of a woman in southern China, 
in the province of Kwangtung, She had a seri- 

ous illness, and was taken to a mission hospital in 
Canton. There for the first time she heard of 
Christ, of his love and death. And that story, com- 
ing so new and fresh, transformed her as she opened 
her heart to the Saviour. And a great peace came 
into her heart, and showed plainly in her face. Then 
her thought began turning to her own village. Nota 
soul there knew of this wondrous Saviour. If they 
but knew! But what could she do, for her illness 
was very serious, 

The next time the physician came by she asked 
him how long she would live if she stayed there, He 
said he did not know ; he thought she might live six 
months, And how long if she left the hospital and 
returned home. _ He did not know; maybe three 
months, And after he had gone she quietly an- 
nounced that she was going home. And those about 
her were greatly astonished. ‘‘Why,’’ they said, 
** you'll lose half your life!’’ And the tears came 
into her eyes, as a gentle smile overspread her poor 
worn face, and she simply said, ‘‘Jesus gave his 
whole life for me ; don’t you think I’m glad. to give 
half mine for him ?’’ Idon’t know how long she lived. 
The story didn’t say, but it did tell that many of the 
people of her village knew a long life, even an ever- 
lasting life, because of her simple telling of the story. 

There were the three essentials, though never so 
analyzed by her. She had the vision of Jesus Christ 
her Saviour, then of those who had never heard of 
him, and then of her own part in the plan of telling 
them. The impulse to tell them was obeyed gladly. 
And the heart of love counted not her life dear unto 
herself if only they might be told of this wondrous 
Christ Jesus. 

New York City. 
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| AM writing on ‘*The Day"’ of the Jews, the day 
par excellence, far more important than any other 

in the round year. It is Yom Kippur, the Day 
of Atonement, which this year—5674 in the Jewish 
reckoning—falls on October 11th. I have spent 
many hours in the synagogue during this season, be- 
ginning with the Rosh Hashanah or New Year, which 
ushers in the ten days of penitence and confession, cul- 
minating with the twenty-four hour fast and the decla- 
ration of forgiveness of this Day of Atonement. In 
these services of orthodox Jews one finds a picture of 
their present religious condition. 

The greeting of the first day of Tishri is, ‘* May 
you be writ to a good year’’ ; that is, in the Book of 
Life of the righteous ; while another longer one runs, 
‘*May it please the Lord our God and God of our 
fathers to renew for us a good and sweet year,’’ which 
is properly said after bread has been dipped in honey 
and eaten, or when a sweet apple has been cut and 
dipped in honey. 


UT the excitement in the synagogue reaches its 
climax on New Year's day, when the shofar is 
blown—a curiously carved, flattened ram's horn, 

emitting a sound like a child's tin trumpet, though 

it is blown as a solemn reminder of the giving of the 
law and of the great day of coming judgment. Sin 
is the dominating issue of the first ten days of the 

Jewish new year. They should be devoted to re- 

pentance and confession, which must be completed 

before Sunset of the Day of Atonement, if one hopes 
for a-happy year. 

‘* Penitence and atonement,’’ writes Loewe, ‘‘ oc- 
cupy so prominent a position in the life of a Jew, as 
conceived by the rabbis, that their writings are full 
everywhere of the necessity and means of obtaining 
freedom from sin... If the sin has been against 
mah, restitution must precede everything else. 
Avowal ‘is also necessary. Death can atone in cer- 
tain cases. Death-bed repentance is effectivé, but it 
is not the highest form cf atonement. Fasting, alms- 
giving, the study of the Torah, submission to stripes— 
all these can atone; but all forms of atonement de- 
pend for their success on the grant of divine grace."’ 

The day of temple sacrifice has passed, but a re- 
minder of it is seen in many Jewish families at this 
season when the father kills a cock and the mother a 
hen, whose blood suggests the remission which all so 
greatly desire. Another indication of the same long- 
ing is a custom followed in some cases when the con- 
gregation marches to running water, where they pray 
that God may cast their sins into the depths of the 
sea, Micah 7 :19, 20 being recited. 


HAT are we as Christians doing to remove the 
veil from our brethren’s eyes? Surely we 
should do something. From them we received 

the Old Testament ; our Saviour was of the tribe of 
Judah ; our New Testament is a legacy from Jews 
whose minds God inspired to write unto us ; Paul, the 
establisher of most of the early missionary churches 
of Europe and Asia, was a Hebrew of the Hebrews 
before his conversion. And the Jew is conspicuous 
in every department of our modern life. Among them 
are statesmen lik: Jules Simon and Disraeli; the 
Rothschilds and hirsches represent thenr in tlre realm 
of finance; world travelers, like Wolff and Eimin 
Pasha, are of that 1ace, as are a host of inspired mu- 
sicians, Mendelssohn,- Rubinstein, and the Strauss 
faniily, for example ; while Heine and Morris, znd 
novelists like Zangwill and Auerbach, delight readers 
of poetry and fiction. On the Christian side we are 
deeply obligated to Neander, George Miiller, Dr:. 
Edersheim and Saphir, and Bishops Alexander and 
Schereshewsky, not to mention a host of less conspicu- 
ous authors, ministers, and missionaries. 

‘There is one thing which the Jews themselves wish 
us to do in their behalf. As I rose to-day to leave 
the synagogue, a well-known sofher, or writer of 
synagogue rolls, grasped me by the arm and said, refer- 
ring to an impassioned address of the rabbi just before, 
in which in eloquent Yiddish he had told the sad story 
of the notable trial of a Jew for ritual murder in Russia, 
with its probable aftermath of Jogroms, and proved 
its impossibility from the Jewish point of view : ** Will 
you not plead for justice for the Jew? Cannot a let- 
ter or article be written which will aid in the protest 








The Hope of the Jews for a Happy New Year 


Why these are crisis days for millions of Hebrews, 
and how Christians may meet the opportunity 


Seen from the Missionary Watch Tower, by 
Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





which others beside ourselves are making against 
Russian injustice and judicial murder, if Mendel Bei- 
liss is convicted?’’ Yes, the plea for justice and for 
brotherhood and sympathy must be uttered even 
among Christians. 

Christian missions among Jews are doing a°wider 
and deeper work than this, as you may learn if you 
look into the reports and periodicals of ninety-five 
Protestant societies’ working in their behalf through 
almost a thousand missionaries laboring in two hun- 
dred and twenty-two centers of Christian light. 








Israel’s Missionary Outlook To-day 


Where Students Turn to Suicide,—The last report 
of the St. Petersburg Committee for Combating Suicide 
states that the number of such deaths among Jewish stu- 
dents has largely increased of late, and attributes it to the 
terrible conditions of their general life and legal status, 


Persecution in Asia Minor.—Mission work for the 
Jews of Smyrna has been interfered with by large emigra- 
tion to South America in order to escape Turkish opposi- 
tion. ‘The schools stil] have three Coated and fifty 
scholars, for whom prayers are asked, since, like the early 
Church in that city, Christians must endure the ‘* revilings 
of them which say they are Jews, and they are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan.’’ 


A Great Missionary Leader.—The late Dr. Louis 
Meyer, whose death last summer removed a ‘‘ walking 
thesaurus ’”’ as to things Jewish from the American Church, 
was converted through attending a course of lectures on 
**Christ in the Book of Leviticus.’’ Giving up his pro- 
fession as-surgeon, he devoted the remainder of his life to 
the ministry and to work for the Jews, as well as to literary 
efforts in behd¥f of his brethren. 


In a Closed Land.—lIn the practically closed land of 
Abyssinia work for the Falasha Jews is most ¢rying. 
Native missionaries in their report make this request : 
** Weare not afraid to bear the sufferings that come to us 
for the sake of our faith in Christ. The way of suffering 
is a wholesome way for us. But do not forget us in yeur 
prayers, ye people of God in Europe, that the Word of God 
may run amongst this people who do not know him.”’ 


A Light Center in Palestine.—Jesus’ words, ‘*A 
city set on a hill cannot be hid,’’ probably referred to 
Safed standing on an eminence northwest of the Sea of 
Galilee. To-day it is the center of a strong medical and 
educational work for the Jews, whence gospel influences 
go out all over northern Palestine. In its schools, taught 
by teachers who have suffered for Christ’s sake, are one 
hundred and sixty children, Recently the Zionists have 
stirred up animosity against the mission, so that this num- 
ber is only half the usual attendance. 


The Old War in the Holy City.—Opposition to 
Jewish missions in Jerusalem has increased since the ap- 
pearance last Passover season of special articles and pam- 
phlets urging the Jews to take up ‘‘a holy war in which 
both men and women—young and old—must partake on 
every occasion and on every opportunity,.at home and in 
society, in newspapers and in pamphlets, in open streets and 
at meetings. ... We need not fight against Christians as 
such, but only against such a Christianity as makes use of 
every means in its power to draw to it converts,’’ 


When the Day of Atonement Failed.—Mr. Weinberg, 
of Jaffa, aconverted Jewish worker, says that before he took 
that step he wa:: a strict observer of Jewish traditions, but 
that he never felt any soul: satisfaction, not. even on the 
Day of Atonement when he went through all the Famudic 
ceremonies, Ile waved the cock thrice around his head, 
laid his hands upon it as he would on a sacrifice, repeated 
the prescribed words of prayer, made the penance cf being 
beaten forma ly with thirty-nine stripes, and yct was 
wretched ana miserable. Thirty-five years ago Le was 
converted, and since then has been sweetly at peace. 


From the riebrew Service for Yom Kippur.—*‘ Urrthe 
day of Atonement, blot out and make to pass away our trans- 
gressions and our sins from before thine eyes ; as it is said, 
I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for 
mine own sake, and thy sins I will not remember. And 
it is said, I have blotted out as a cloud thy transgressions, 
and as a mist thy sins ; return unto me, for I have redeemed 
thee. For on this day he shall make atonement for you, 
to cleanse you; from all your sins before the Lord shall 
you be clean,”’ 


Bishop Sumner’s Meditation on Israel.—‘‘ Behold 
this nation to whom I owe so much, without the hope 
which, through their means, I am blessed with! Let me 


hold up to them the Word of Life, if God peradventure 
may have mercy upon them and disperse the blindness 
which has happened unto Israel.”’ 


F 12,867,856 Jews reported in the last American 
Jewish Year Book almost half were living in Rus- 
sia, where the obstacles are thus described by 

Professor Heman of Basel : ‘‘In countries like Russia 
missionaries encounter special difficulties owing to 
deep-rooted Jewish fanaticism, hatred of the Chris- 
tians, Jewish narrowness, and great erudition in the 
Talmud and Cabala. A missionary who is not thor- 
oughly versed in Hebrew literature and science will 
here be little respected. As only converted Jews 
thoroughly know the Jewish heart and the Jewish head, 
they have, almost without exception, been used for 
this kind of missionary work.’’ Elsewhere, especially 
in North America, where 2,140,262 Hebrews are re- 
ported as residing, many non-Jewish Christians are 
among the missionaries, and the same is true in Great 
Britain, where nearly a quarter of a million Hebrews 
are found. 

Methods must vary with circumstances. House-to- 
house visitation is not usually welcomed, because 
regarded as an invasion of theirhomes. Public meet- 
ings, reading-rooms, special literature, free and indus- 
trial schools, and in non-Christian lands medical 
missions, are the means most commonly useful in the 
enterprise. In many settlements, not under the charge 
of missionaries, a goodly number of Jews are won to 
Christianity by indirect methods, But conversion 
most be followed up by careful Christian nurture cal- 
culated to impart a spiritual habit of life, to which the 
Hebrew is little inclined. Of course doctrines which 
are a stumbling-block still to the Jew must be wisely 
treated, especially the Trinity, Atonement, and the 
deity of Christ. 


|‘ recent years Zionism has had its effect upon 
Christian missions, On the one hand, its leaders 
are enemies of the missionaries because they have 
won so many from the national body of the Jews, thus 
interfering with its program of preventing the assimi- 
lation of?Hebrews. Yet it is also favorable to Chris- 
tianity, since Zionism needs Christian aid in order to 
the materialization of its schemes. 

If one consults statistics in order to gauge the suc- 
cess of Jewish missions, one is surprised to learn that 
such multitudes have turned to Christianity from 
Judaism, Pastor de la Roi stated in Nathanael that 
during the last century a quarter of a million were 
thus won, of whom about thirty-five percent became 
Protestants, Yet if the reader consults the ‘* World 
Atlas of Christian Missions,’’ he will find that only 
two hundred and twenty-two were baptized in 1908. 
That calls attention to the fact that practically all 
graduate from the missions and enter existing Chris- 
tian churches, and thus are lost in the Gentile crowd 
with whom they are numbered, Many of them are 
educated for the ministry of such churches, so that a 
few years ago it was stated by the Rev. R. W. Harden 
that ‘‘as each Lord’s Day comes round, the gospel is 
proclaimed in more than six hundred pulpits of Europe 
by Jewish lips. Over three hundred and fifty of the 
recognized ministers of Christ in Great Britain are 
stated to be Hebrew Christians.’’ 


4O will pray and labor for Israel? It is a hard 
task, but itis rewarding. This is the sort of work- 
ers aeeded for the Jewish vineyard; according to 

the veteran Rev. John Wilkinson : ‘‘ First, we want 
men who know by experience the doctrine taught by 
Jesus Christ to Nicodemus in the third chapter of 
John ; :onverted men, not merely scholars. Secondly, 
men filied with Christlike compassion for His brethren 
according tc the flesh. Thirdly, men who have some 
knowledge cf Hebrew and of Jewish history and litera- 
ture ; for a man who has this knowledge inspires the 
Jews with respect. Fourthly, men having some ac- 
quaintance with the revealed purpose of God in the 
Jew. Further, they should have skill in showing from 
the Hebrew Scriptures—the Old Testament alone, 
without touching the New—that Jesus is the Messiah. 
Those of us who have not this ability and who can- 
not give our entire time to Jewish mission work can 
nevertheless love the Jew and show by our words and 
acts that we have been with Jesus, thus begetting in 
them a longing for a Messiah who has come ; for from 
Jesus’ day comes the Jewish proverb, ‘‘ He that would 
be fragrant must keep near the seller of perfuimes.’’ 
Yate UNIVERSITY. 









































































NEIGHBOR of mine who travels much in Europe 

, said to me on one occasion, after my return 

from the Orient, that he had long wished to 
visit the Holy City, but had been kept from going 
there by the thought of the discomforts and hardships 
of Palestine travel. I smiled as I called up before 
my mind the pleasant days from which I had just re- 
turned, —the long, delightful drives over better roads 
than America affords, except in a few favored places, 
and by more comfortable conveyance than the Amer- 
ican countryside generally knew until the introduction 
of the automobile. The dread so many have of that 
‘¢ long-cherished hope for a Palestine trip’’ is indeed 
a foolish fear. 

But what has this to do with our tourist of patri- 
archal days? It has much todo with him : the arche- 
ologist may dare to say now that the Palestine tourist 
of patriarchal days from any other part of the world 
of that time would be quite as well satisfied with the 
comforts and conveniences of the land as is the tourist 
of to-day., And Egypt, at least, among tue other 
lands of that day had already attained to the glory of 
her culture and comforts of civilization. Making al- 
lowance always, of course, for the differences of man- 
ners and customs and the ways of travel in vogue, 
and assuming that our tourist would, as a sensible 
traveler, in things not moral, ‘*when in Rome do as 
the Romans do,’’ and not try to graft the customs of 
his own land upon those of that part of the Orient, 
our,tourist in, patriarchal days, whether from Egypt, 
from. Asia. Minor, .from the Hittite country, or from 
the valley of the Euphrates, would find comfort and 
refinement equal to that of the homeland. And our 
tourist in biblical study into patriarchal times will 
find Palestine travel as comfortable and pleasant then, 
for the world then, as now for the people of to-day. 

Now I will make good this statement... In doing so 
we must'recall to mind that. Palestine in, those days 
was a land ‘of settled institutions and a reign of law, 
Bedouin did, indeed, wander over the land as they 
do at the present time, have done probably from that 
day to this. Nevertheless there was a stable govern- 
ment, and the fundamental things of civilization, al- 
together presenting a condition of life which has been 
aptly.compared to that of England in the eighteenth 
century, and which we have had still more exactly re- 
produced in America of.a quarter of a century ago in 
the great ranches and towns and railways, at the same 
time that roving herds of cattle were watched over by 
picturesque cowboys. 

Something else also must be in mind in consider- 
ing the culture and refinement of that age, or, indeed, 
the culture and refinement of any age’: this, namely, 
that culture is not like a landscape with a’ definite 
horizon distinctly marked, but like the light and 
beauty of a day which has a twilight usually both be- 
fore and after. A culture never begins suddeniy, and 
seldom ends so, never, indeed, except when it is 
ended by an invasion of vandals. So in considering 
the culture and refinement of patriarchai days we 
must guard against blocking off an exact.period closed 
at each end by precise dates, but must enlarge -our 
vision, and may legitimately find evidence of the cul- 
ture in ‘both the morning and the evening long twi- 
light of that age. 

Now our tourist in patriarchal days may have his 
travel information put up in about tlre usual form 
found in guide-books, and a little alliteration will help 
him. remember it under these heads: Pots, Postal 
Service, Language, Luxuries, and Literature. 


Why the Archeologist Loves Pots 

Accounts of excavations are almost always full of 
descriptions of potsherds, much to the weariness, not 
to say the disgust, of popular readers. Why is every 
archeologist so much interested in broken crockery- 
ware? Most people are disposed to think that arche- 
ology would be much more interesting if the old 
pottery were left out. The most obvious reason for 
the fondness of all archeologists for potsherds is that 
for the fondness of the arctic explorer for walrus 
meat: it is usually the best there is and about all 
there is. 

But this obvious reason for the fond:.ess of arche- 
ologists for pots is not the important reason, not the 
real reason at all. Even where potsherds are the only 
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Was the Parcel Post Operating in Abraham’s Day ? 


The comforts and luxuries that would greet Palestine tourists in patriarchal days are described by 
Professor Melvin Grove Kyle in his department on archeology and. the Bible 


What the men of ancient Babylon and their neigh- 
bors would think of the wonders of a modern city 
is often asked. It is probable that many modern 
travelers would be no less amazed could they visit 
the, Palestine that the partiarchs knew. Dr. Kyle © 
wrote in the issue of October 18 of the well-estab- 
lished government and laws that would be met while 
** Touring Palestine in 1900 B.C.” In the present 
article even more surprising things are revealed 
about that land whose “‘ up-to-date ” civilization is 
not so popularly known as are the wonders of 
ancient Egypt. 








antiquities found, if they were worthless the explorer 
would give up his job and go home to ease and com- 
fort. Humble and uninteresting as broken pots may 
seem, it is their value and not their plentifulness alone 
which gives them so often the place atthe center of 
observation. It comes about in this way. The units 
of civilization are not. individuals, but homes with 
their domestic life, and pottery furnishes the simplest 
barometer of advancement in domestic comfort, that 
is to say, of civilization, for the use of pots, dishes; 
bowls, and-other receptacles for food constitute the 
first differentiation between the life of men and the 
life of beasts. 

No pots for cleanliness, neatness, and frugality, 
means savagery little above the beasts of the field; 
and the development of pottery keeps remarkably 
even pace with the life of the home, the unit of civil- 
ization, and hence with the advancement of the civil- 
ization of a people. People have sometimes set too 
much store by the pottery found, as when attempts 
are made to date quite.exactly people and events by 
the pottery ‘used. Other influences than culture help 
to determine the character of pottery in any given 
case, as the material available, the purpose for which 
the. pottery is intended, and so the quality of work- 
manship expended upon it under the circumstances, 
But it is a certainty that well-made vessels, beautiful 
table-ware and decorative pottery always indicate a 
high state of civilization on the material side of life. 


Home Refinements that Await the Guest 

This is why so much importance has been attached 
to the discoveries of pottery at Lachish, at Gezer and 
Beth Shemesh in the south, and at Taanach and else- 
where in the north, and not simply that there were so 
few other specimens of the handiwork of man found. 

There are fragments of pottery for every domestic 
use, from the—hunvblest to those. which . denote. much 
of refinement. Great, coarse pots were made:to hold 
the-grain and the oil and the wine,some with handles 
for convenience in moving them, others with strain- 
ers through which the oil or wine was poured into 
them. Still others were fitted together in the most 
workmanlike manner, for conducting the rainwater to 
the great cisterns or for sewers to secure the healthful- 
ness of the city.. In one instance at Taanach the pot- 
ter's hand had been employed to make an incense 
altar for the place of worship or for some ‘‘church in 
the house,’’ a domestic altar. 

And our tourist would have every convenience for 
comfort and safety in the home which the craftsman- 
ship and the art of the potter could supply. His 
meals would be served in delicate ware of home 
manufacture or of foreign importation, bowls and 
dishes of delicate texture and beautiful shape would 
be set before him, his wine brought him in decorated 
vessels and bottles of A2gean or Cretan ware, while deli- 
cat@ly sculptured vases of limestone and alabaster 
adorned the house or were carried by those who served 
him in the temples, If our tourist were even from 
Egypt he might conclude in words which have naw 
been spoken by one of the most accomplished Canaan- 
ite scholars, ‘‘the people of this land are very. far-re- 
moved from savagery."’ 

If pettery is the barometer of advancement in do- 
mestic comfort, the postal service, the very existence 
of a postal system, is the mark of superior develop- 
ment in social life. There have been postal systems 
at different periods and in different civilizations of the 
world, but they have not been found to mark the crude 
beginnings, but rather a far advanced stage of devel- 







opment. The general postal service of our great mod- 
ern civilization is only about two centuries old. Yet far 
back in the morning twilight of the patriarchal age, 
nearer the early dawn of that civilization which was 
found in Canaan in Abraham's day, the Babylonian 
king, Naram Sin, established a postal system between 
the imperial capital and Canaan, this outlying prov- 
ince of the great empire. 

It is strongly urged by some scholars, probably 
with reason, that the seals and stamps found were not 
those of letters, but those of packages. This does 
not weaken the case, but rather strengthens it, for 
government handling and transport of packages, 
parcel-post, has always been a later development of a 
postal system. Indeed, it marks the very latest, and 
avery tardy, development in our American system 
in modern civilization. It would be in bad taste, to 
say the least, for us to deny its importance or signifi- 
cance in the early days of Palestinian civilization. 

Whether Naram Sin’s was a parcel-post or a letter, 
post, there is implied in either case much for the 
comfort and convenience of our Palestine tourist in 
patriarchal days, There is no positive evidence that 
this postal system continued unbrol:en down through 
the patriarchal days, but, as Babylonian culture in 
general did, it is more than probable that this part of 
it was carried along with the rest. It is inconceivable 
that’a civilization would give up a postal ‘system until 
the civilization itself was broken. So it is most prob- 
able that our tourist would be able to receive and send 
his letters regularly. 

‘*How do you get on with the language?’’ is the 
most anxious question of the prospective traveler 
abroad, especially in Palestme. Canaanite population 
is cosmopolitan, and has always been so. One can 
find’some use for almést any tongue the tourist may 
wish to speak ‘theré, though the Arabic is now’ the 
official language of the. land, and a descendant of the 
ancient Canaanite tongue is the dialect of the | peasant 
people. 
able resemblance to the language of patriarchal days. 
By means of it, and by comparison with the language 
of the Tel el-Amarna tablets, one may now take with 
him to Palestine a brief compendium of the grammar 
of tlie language a Palestine tourist in patriarchal days 
would need most to know, ‘‘the ancient Canaanite or 
Hebrew.”’ 

But this was the language of the common people. 
The language of correspondence was the Babylonian, 
while there can be little doubt that during at least the 
first half of the patriarchal age the Egyptian tongue 
was much spoken in the land by emissaries of the 


qgeveroment;avhich was Egyptian, and the local gov- 


ernment officials. Certainly-also among the’ Hittites 
of the land that northern tongue would be heard also. 
Amidst all this jargon, that ‘‘ ancient Canaanite or 
Hebrew’’ was spoken everywhere, 


Would this Match Our Modern Luxury ? 
It may not be much to the credit of human nature, 


but.it must be confessed that the tourist everywhere 


looks for luxuries, works of art, excessive expenditures 
upen buildings and equipages and articles of personal 
adernment. Our Palestine tourist in patriarchal days 
may expect greater gratification of this whim than the 
tourist in the East to-day can possibly find. Itis not for- 
gotten with what surprise and undisguised wonderment 
the lines of tourists pass through among the quaint, 
uncouth rows of shops in Damascus, Jerusalem, and 
in the Musky in Cairo, yet if all the bazaars of the 
Orient and the museums of the-world were ransacked, 
they could not supply such a rich collection of luxuries 
as Thothmes the Great records as booty gathered in a 
Palestinian campaign : jeweled weapons, couches, even 
tent-poles and chariots, rich stuffs and articles of per- 
sonal adornment such as would fill an ‘‘antique’’ 
dealer’s heart with envy, and which makes Achan’s 
covetousness seem very moderate. 

Tourists are not generally so much interested in 
literature, —it is sometimes suspected that they do not 
know-too much about it ; but our tourist of patriarchal 
days is a literary tourist,—he is but the impersonation 
of the earnest Bible student of to-day. Even in this, 
his: literary taste, he will not be disappointed in the 
culture.and refinement of patriarchal days. The tab- 
lets discovered in the Babylonian cuneiform and in 


This latter has been shown to have remark-. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 28 (Review) 


the language and script of Egypt, and the great variety 
and large number of persons from whom came the 
Tel el-Amarna tablets, not forgetting the significant 
name ‘‘scribe-t6wn*’ or ‘‘library town*' in southern 
Palestine in the days of the Conquest, make certain 
to us many things. The cuneiform, a most difficult 
and complicated method of writing, was extensively 
used by all classes, and apparently by both sexes, 
necessarily implying a wide diffusion of the knowledge 
and art of writing, with a general, and in some meas- 
ure regular and systematic, education for the masses. 

So our tourist will not fail of the comfort and con- 
veniences and enjoyment which I promised him at the 
outset ; for the civilization of Palestine in patriarchal 
days, as was recently said at a meeting of Orientalists 
by one of the most distinguished scholars of the day, 
‘*was fully equal to that of Egypt.’’ 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Success in 1914 


HE you learned the Bible's recipe for success ? 
The Bible Success Band booklet for 1914 will 
tell you all about it. The Band consists of those 
rsons throughout the world who unite in learning by 
eart a verse of the Bible a day. One can start this 
simple plan at any time. The 1914 booklet, contain- 
ing the Scripture references for the entire year, together 
with striking messages on Bible memorizing from prom- 
inent Christian workers and hymns specially composed 
for the Bible Success Band by Robert Harkness, may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, at 
ten cents each, or one dollar for a dozen copies. Asa 
New Year's gift from Sunday-school teachers to their 
pupils, from superintendents to teachers, or from pas- 
tor to people, the beautifully illuminated cover and the 
blessing inside make it peculiarly appropriate. 
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The Forum of Methods in Graded Work 


‘ Some surprising and suggestive methods that are working: well-in graded schools are 
described in the department conducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin 








A “ Talk-Fest”’ or a “‘ Study-School”’? 


H, THEY are singing in the big Sunday- 
school. It must b@timeto begin. Children 
—everybody—sit down and get quiet! 

Don't crowd se, Jamie. Did somebody step on your 
toe, Elizabeth? Dear nie, what a fuss! I wish our 
chairs had rubber tips! I meant to find out about 
the cost of them this week. Howdy-do, Miss Blank ! 
Mighty glad to see you this chilly. day! But we are 
too hot in here, don’t you think? Do hunt up the 
janitor, Mr. Secretary, and send him to me right off. 

‘«I ‘declare, we're late in-getting started, but can’t 
begin till you children get quiet. 

‘* Weil, now, what do you want tosing? Don’t all 
talk at once! You'll drive me crazy! That old 
song! Wouldn't you rather sing— Why, our visitor 
has no book! Hand her one, Miss Josie. 

** Boys, you just must sit stil! Itaught you a yerse 
last Sunday about béhaving in God's housé. “Who fe- 
members that verse? Oh, put up your hands! Don’ t 
all talk at once!’ 

‘Enough 1!’ you cry. Yes, more than enough, 
but this is an actual occurrence, and those suffering 
little mortals, who had met in God's house to worship 
him and learn something, had to listen for fully five 
minutes to this distracting gabble (what else can I 
call it?) before they could open their mouths to sing. 

Of course you have already guessed that she was a 
primary superintendent opening her school. 

What was the trouble, and why? 

First, the leader had no adequate conception of 
what a Sunday-school zs; consequently she had yo 
system, no plan of procedure even in her head, and 
to cover up her own mental confusion she was simpiy 
chattering. 

Behave? Listen? What were the little people to 
listen to? She was giving them nothing, and she was 
interrupting their first feeble efforts at orderliness. ° 
They were watching her with childish perplexity (I 
wish you could have seen their troubled faces!), not 
knowing what she wanted of them, their wee brains 
unable to keep up with the torrent of words. Her 
words drowned their attention. 

Am I exaggerating? I wish I were, and that this 
were an isolated case in Sunday-school management. 

Let us go back to the root of the matter already 
mentioned : This leader and those who do likewise 
have a very low estimate of their work. It is not a 
reception, a party or an informal ‘‘ talk-fest'’ to amuse 
children, but a ‘*study-school,’’ as my little neighbor 
puts it in contradistinction to her ‘‘ play-schools."’ 
It has a definite lesson out of one book for each sepa- 
rate Sunday, and that lesson its own special truth. 

Every teacher knows this, but few really grasp it in 
the vital way that turns that session into ome ‘great 
impression, such as it may be. ‘This one thing I 
do’’ would bea splendid personal motto for a scatter- 
brained teacher, For she must concentrate her mind 
on the great truth she would present before their con- 
centration, or even their attention, is gained. As far’ 
as possible all other thoughts must be eliminated, all 
distractions ignored, unless they be of real import- 
ance. 

Note an impressive church service: The pastor 
comes before the people with a special message ; his 
hymns are chosen with that in mind ; his prayer voices 





it. If it bean Easter service, the decorations lend 
their emphasis. 

I do not mean that a primary room can have, or 
ought to have, as selemn a session as that ; it would 
be awesome to a gay-hearted child, and this is school 
as well as the child's church. But it should follow 
the orderliness of a church service with more life and’ 
less formality. Cheerfulness and order go’ better 
together than we sometimes think, It is to have a 
program, carefully prepared beforehand and well in 
the teacher's mind, so that she may pass from. one 
part to another without hesitancy and with little or 
no announcement. (Of course the pianist must have 
a written program in order to do this smoothly.) 

-Notice an ideal -primary program and see how 
easily the service may pass from one thing to another, 
the leader, like the minister, doing more talking than 
the children, but confining herself strictly to the sub- 
ject in hand. All that is wanted is a definite outline, 
adhered to with neither hurry nor hesitancy. 

If my meaning is not clear, visit a ward school 
under a trained teacher, and notice the quiet progress 
of recitation, the absence of loud announcement or 
command, the exclusion of all foreign matter, and the 
utter absence of fault-finding or scolding. The teacher 
herself has poise and a certain gracious dignity, speaks 
in a low, pleasant but firm tone, and knows just what 
she ts going to do next, There are no waste motions 
nor unnecessary words, When she speaks she is lis- 
tened to, not just because it is school and they must, 
but because what she says is worth attention. This is 
the secret of her power. 

The other teacher reminds one of a blue-bottle fly on 
the window-pane. The fly is busy enough, and eager 
enough, but he gets nowhere. He lacks brains, and 
can never think his way out of his confusion. As he 
happened in, so he must happen out. 

But the teacher Aas brains, and all she needs to do 
is to plan her way before she comes to Sunday-school, 
and then repress the buzzing that destroys attention 
and kills interest. Be the audience big people or 
little people, give them fewer words, words worth 
while, and they will not fail to listen. —Zee McCrae, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
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The “Golden Gate” Recognition 


T IS almost impossible to create and maintain a 
proper school spirit without faithfulness in at- 
tendance. ' The object of this article is to call at- 

tention to but one method, or rather goal, that has 
helped to attain wonderful results, 

The first Sunday of each year is Recognition Day 
in the Westminster Presbyterian Sunday-School, 
Greensburg, Pa. It is the dayon which those who 
were faithful in attendance during the year are recog- 
nized in an unusual but very effectiveway. Those who 
were present every Sunday have the honor of passing 
through the ‘*Golden Gate.’’ The general idea is 
taken from the beautiful Golden Gate Service used at 
the Chautauqua Institution (New York) on Graduation 
Day. The Golden- Gate, made of wood and gilded 
with gold paint, is placed in the front (center) of the 
Sunday-school room. It is appropriately decorated, 
usually by a large arch in front of it, from which fes- 
toons of the school colors—black, gold and red— 
reach to the gatein.canopy éffect.. Inthe center of 
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the arch of the gate is a red electric light. The aisle 
leading to the gate is roped off, and ‘altogether the 
appearance is impressive. 

At the proper time in the exercises the procession 
is formed, As the names of the faithful are called 
they take their places in front of the gate, two abreast, 
the leaders standing under the big arch. When the 
procession is formed the significance of the under- 
taking is explained by the superintendent in a fitting 
lecture. In brief, the gold stands for the golden 
dawn, the Christian era. The colors—black, gold 
and red—from the blackness of night to the golden 
dawn through the blood of Christ. The light, under 
which the procession will pass, symbolizes the great 
light of the world—the Holy Bible; the red light, 
the New Testament dispensation. Passing through 
the Golden Gate, which is swung wide open, in a 
high sense typifies the joyful entrance into the New 
Year and a larger life because they were faithful dur- 
ing the year just closed. 

After prayer, and the command to enter and pass, 
the precession moves to the music of a ‘Song of 
To-day,’ sung by a large choir, accompanied by the 
orchestra. “As they pass through the gate they are 
congratulated by pastor and superintendent and re- 
ceive diplomas. Of course, the plan is varied some 
from year to year. It is an intensely interesting and 
impressive service, so considered by all. 

What are some of the results after the plan has 
been in operation for three years? The first year 51 
passed through ; the second year, 68; the third year, 
119. It was an innovation at first, but has grown 
steadily in favor, It was a sight worth while to see 
119, headed by the two oldest members of the school, 
(one 80, the other 74) pass through the Golden Gate 
in honor of their faithtulness during 1912. 

One of the ladies who passed through for 1912 re- 
marked, ‘* The Golden Gate is a strong incentive. It 
appeals to the sense of duty, and, in being faithful, 
duty ripens into'love. I love to be present every 
Sunday."* There is the secret.—/oin Silsley, Greens- 
burg, Pa. 
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A New Kind of Fishing Party 


ECONDARY Division Workers of Los Angeles 
County enjoyed a novel ‘‘ Fishing Party’’ during 
their recent Convention, It was held in the 

Christian Church of Santa Monica—the beautiful city 
by the sea. Secondary colors, blue and white, were 
everywhere in evidence. There were blue and white 
draperies on the windows and blue shades on the: 
light globes. Saucers were used to hold little blue wild- 
flowers and white ones, in imitation of the Secondary 
Division button. Blue and white dishes were used. 
entirely, The menu at each place was on a _ fish- 
shaped card decorated in blue and attached with a blue 
line to a tiny fishing rod. There were hand-painted 
place cards decorated with fishing tackle and the 


‘motto, ‘*Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 


men.”’ 

A delightful fish dinner satisfied the inner man 
while several short, inspiring addresses were given on 
the following subjects : ‘*The Angler,’’ ‘‘The Fish,’’ 
««The Tackle,’’ ‘‘The Bait,’’ and ‘*The Basket.’’ 

The story of ‘‘ Fishin’ Jimmy’’ was told, and how 
he loved to fish. If Secondary Division fishermen 
were asked if they loved to fish, would they reply with 
throbbing ‘hearts: *‘Love it? It is my very life. 
Nothing in all this world is so precious to me as fish- 
ing for souls for the Master’’ ? 

Fishermen were urged to examine their tackle. Is 
the rod of their personality firm? Is it made of wood 
seasoned with love, joy and peace? Though strong, 
it must be kept out of sight. Fish will not bite ifthe 
rod is continually in evidence. And then their line— 
the teaching. No little, light line will catch fish that 
spend five days a week in the High School stream. 
The line must be strong enough to land big, heavy 
fish and long enough for the depth of water where we 
find them. Spend some time each day working with 
your line. Put on some weights of good earnest 
prayer. It pays to spend time on your line during the 
week, You will have a good catch on Sunday. 

If the rod and line are good, then attach the hook, 
which is none other than the Word of God. Fasten it 
to any kind of bait which is necessary. Fish are of 
many different varieties and must be attracted with 
various kinds of bait. 

And then the basket. Who would go fishing with- 
out a receptacle to hold the fish. The Church and the 
Bible Schoo} must be the basket, and the wise fisher- 
man will.see that every hole is closed tight -with re- 
sponsibility so that he does-not lose any fish. —Blanche 
Wachob, Los Angeles, Cal. 
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Books Worth Noting 


The Steep Ascent (By Emily E. En- 
twistle),—-Hero stories play an important 
part in the development of the character of 
the child. The author presents a series of 
missionary talks to young people dealing 
with striking incidents in the lives of heroes 
and martyrs, of all ages and many lands, who 
have sought to carry out the Great Commis- 
sion, The stories are old, but Miss En- 
twistle’s telling of them invests them with 
new charm, and gives them great spiritual 
power. (Revell, $1 net.) 

A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem (By 
Annie Trumbull Slosson),—‘* Fishin’ Jim- 
my’’ and ‘Story-Tell Lib’? have won for 
the simple folks of ‘* Francony ”’ hills a warm 
place in the hearts of many readers. For 
these no other introduction will be needed to 
Mrs, Slosson’s new story. It is a charming 
tale of a New England boy who prepared for 
the Second Coming of Christ, which he was 
sure would take place on Christmas Day ina 
village near his home. Those of ‘The Sun- 
day School Times family who read the story 
when it was published at the Christmas sea- 
son of 1912 will welcome it in its new dress, 
An attractive cover in blue and gold, a beau- 
tiful frontispiece, and the exquisite story itself 
make it a dainty gift-book. (The Sunday 
School Times Co., 50 cents.) 


The Communion of Saints: Thoughts 
for Every Day (Selected from authors old 
and new, by ey | Byron). Several unusual 
features make this volume notable among 
the many excellent *‘ year-books ’’ that are 
now. published. One page is devoted to 
each day of the year and to a definite sub- 
ject, all of which are concerned closely with 
everyday experiénce, Two brief Scripture 
quotations head the page, and are followed by 
five or six sentences or paragraphs selected 
with exceptional skill from great writers of 
allages. Subjects oye to special Sun- 
days and movable holy days of the church 
year are given in additional pages, and an- 
other ee deals with special occa- 
sions, such as The Sick Room, Matrimony, 
The Hour of Death, New Year Outlook. 
The whole is crowned with an index of sub- 
jects and authors, which makes this beautiful 
year-book valuable for other purposes than 
meditation, (Doran, $1.25.) 


Two Year-Books of Quotations 
(Compiled and edited by Grace Leigh Dun- 
can),.—A Scripture verse for each day and a 
brief quotation that illumines the verse, from 
such writers as Moody, Hudson Taylor, Eliz- 
abeth Browning, Jowett, H, Clay ‘Trumbull, 
make these booklets real quickeners of the 
spirit life, In ‘* The Sunday-School Book- 4 
let’? the Sunday-school lesson title, Scripture 
reference, and Golden Text are given for 
each Sunday, Inthe booklet entitled ‘*Sun- 
rise and Sunset, with the Hours that Lie 
Between ; Days of 1914,’ the Sunday refer- 
ences to the International Lessons are 
omitted, and a general quotation is given 
instead, Otherwise there is no difference in 
the contents of the two booklets, either of 
which would make an appropriate Christmas 
or New Year’s remembrance for Sunday- 
school pupils or for members of the Home 
Department. (Published by the author, 
P. O, Box 455, Madison Square, New York, 
‘The Sunday-School Booklet, 25 cents ; Days 
of 1914, 35 cents.) 

Love Stories of Great Missionaries 
(By Belle M. Brain).—The interest of a ro- 
mance of fiction, the fascination of real life, 
and the glory of the missionary passion, all 
unite to give these remarkable love stories 
an appeal that is wide anddeep. The stories 
of Judson, Livingstone, Gilmour, Moffat, 
Coillard, and Martyn are chosen, not merely 
for their intrinsic interest, but because they 
represent different types and circumstances. 
Courtship in the homeland, on the field, by 
per pe mee against parental objection, 
and when one lover failed, are all illustrated. 
Readers of the Times who last year enjoyed 
the stories in these pages will be eager to 
have them in this permanent form. Miss 
Brain has dedicated her charming series ‘‘ To 











_the girl who is tempted to say ‘No’ to her 


lover because he is a student volunteer.’’ 
To those who have not realized how God 
guides in human love affairs, and what a fac- 
tor woman is in world evangelization, this 
book will be a revelation. As a gift-book it 
should find a welcome wherever it goes, 
(Revell, 50 cents). 
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Inside the Editorial Rooms 


A glimpse of features new and old, planned by editors and 





contributors of The Sunday School Times, which promise to 





make the coming year in these columns a memorable one 





@ One of the great iron and steel mills of Pennsylvania 
needed men, a while ago, and those in change thought 
they would try the experiment of inviting men from the 
Rescue Missions of a near-by city todo the work. Old 
fastioned, evangelistic Christianity was given a 
prominent place in the effort. The story of ‘‘ Coates- 
ville’s Holy Experiment’’ is to be told by the Rev. 
William L. Pettingill, Chairman of the recent ‘‘ Phila- 
delphia Bible Conference,’’ which made such a pro- 
found impression. ‘The Coatesville story is an extra- 
ordinary one in the annals of labor. 


@ Would it help if you could let Mr. S. D. Gordon 
quietly talk over the Sunday-school lesson with you, 
each week, before going into your class? You may 
have just this privilege. Mr. Gordon, whose ‘‘Quiet 
Talks’’ have brought the quietness of the power of God 
into lives throughout the world, will write every week 
on the lessons in the life of Christ during 1914. 


@ Another striking feature of the lesson department 
will be Professor Griffith Thomas’ leading of The 
Sunday School Times Adult Bible Class. He will have 
fuller scope ‘here than he has had hitherto. His studies 
will especially present our assurance, in the power of 
Christ, of sustained victory now and here, over sin. 


@ The veteran New Testament scholar, Professor 
Matthew B. Riddle, one of the prominent members of 
the American Revision Committee, will be welcomed 
in his return to the lesson article that he has fur- 
nished for so many years past. He will answer the 
very questions on which you are likely to need help. 


@ The Rev. F. B. Meyer of London will write on 
‘* Beginning the Day With the Bible.’’ Mr. Meyer’s 
remarkable devotional messages were the outstanding 
feature of the World’s Sunday School Convention at 
Zurich last summer. This coming message on ‘the 
morning watch’? is to be one of the features of a special 
Bible Study Number to be published in January. 
Readers of the Times will tell in brief letters ‘‘ How We 
Studied the Bible.’’ ‘*The Bible as a Lesson Help’”’ 
will be discussed by the Editor in Notes on Open 
Letters. ‘‘ How Bible Memorizing Is Coming Into Its 
Own”’ will be recounted by George T. B. Davis, son 
of the founder of the remarkable Bible Suecess Band ; 
and a remarkable character sketch of Mr. Davis will 
tell, under the title ‘‘ The Little General Who Wins 
Souls,’’ how this man makes the Pocket Testament 
League his method of incessant soul-winning. 


@ ‘‘ The Lesson Pilot’’ will continue to bring together 
from the entire lesson department of the Times the 
truths and facts that combine in a strong lesson, and 
weave them into Dr. Stifler’s own illuminating inter- 
pretation, 


@ Can you ever forget ‘‘ Pucker’’ after you have once 
read one of his accounts of the way ‘‘ Teacher’’ taught 
that class of boys? Pucker’s genius seems to be in 
hitting off the commonplace thought and action of 
flesh-and-blood beys. You can’t stop reading his 
account of the lesson teaching if you start on it. 


@ Only an Oriental can fully appreciate the wealth of 
meaning in the Bible’s countless references to Eastern 
life and custom. That is why your Bible study and 
teaching would be incomplete without such ‘‘ Oriental 
Lesson Lights’’ as Dr. Mackie furnishes out of his long- 
time missionary service and residence in Bible lands. 


@ Story telling is good teaching ; and when you pull up 
your chair to the ‘‘ Illustration Round-Table’’ you’ re 
pretty sure to find one or more stories that will make 
some heart-truth of the lesson glow with meaning. 


@ It is not easy to say ‘‘ From the Platform ’’ just the 
word about the lesson that puts the capstone on the 
teaching that has been done in the classes. But Mr. 
Howard's word for the superintendents will continue to 
show how effectively this cam be done, 


@ When ‘‘the man in the street’’ gets into ‘‘ The 
Busy Men’s Corner’’ he understands Mr. Ridgway of 
Coatesville; and Mr. Ridgway understands him. 
** Almost everybody reads Ridgway’’; and there is no 
need to stop this good habit in 1914. 


It is well to follow up word pictures with actual eye 
pictures ; and this can be done by using the Underwood 
stereoscope and stereographs that will’ continue to be 
described in ‘‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes.’’ 


q@ Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, formerly Chief Chemist ofthe 
Department of Agriculture of the United States, has 
recently had part in the discussion as to whether brandy 
and whiskey should be eliminated from the pages of the 
Pharmacopoeia of the United States. As Chairman of 
the Pharmacopoeial Convention and a member of the 
Committee on Revision, Dr. Wiley’s views are especially 
interesting ; and he has written them in a brief state- 
ment for the readers of The Sunday School Times. 
His statement is an exceptional temperance document, 


@ ‘‘ Three-minute Nature Talks to Children;’* to ‘be 
furnished by an experienced Southern teacher, Miss Lee 
McCrae, of Alabama, will offer inviting material for in- 
formal little talks about the world that God made. 


@ An intimate friend of the primary teachers of North 
America, Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner, will continue to 
show how the Uniform Bible lessons may enter into the 
life of the little ones in the Sunday-school. 


q@ ‘‘My Class of Girls’’ is taught by a trained day- 
school teacher, Miss Lovett, whose lesson work, placed 
at your disposal, is based on her own actual teaching of 
a class of girls, in ways that are fresh and stimulating. 


q@ Are you trying the ‘‘ Family Worship’’ suggestions 
in your own family circle? There are few bigger things 
that you can do for your home than this. Dr. John 


Timothy Stone, Moderator of the Presbyterian General 


Assembly (North) will continue his leading of this de- 
partment in a strengthened and enriched form. 


@_ Robert E. Speer knows the young people of North 
America ; his virile, challenging, and consecrated mes- 
sages on the Young People’s Prayer Meeting topics will 
include also, next year, brief sentence truths for use in 
study and meetings. 


@ China looms bigger on the missionary and political 
horizon of the world than any other nation in the world 
to-day. An irrepressibly vigorous and evangelistic 
missionary in China, who went out a few years ago 
from America, and whose remarkable story of ‘‘ The 
Mountain Church and Its Murder Case’’ will be re- 
membered, has written a series of articles describing 
present-day life and conditions in China which are 
among the most remarkable missionary documents of 
present-day literature. Ifyou would know China and 
the miracle-results that the gospel: of Jesus Christ is 
working there, you will want to make sure of seeing 
these narratives. 


Look for a similar announcement in next week’s issue of the 





Times, concerning more of the good things to come in 1914 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 28. REVIEW—A DAY OF DECISION 


Golden Text: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life.—John 3 : 16 





The Review Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


_J AS any one here ever seen Plymouth Rock? - 
Yes, it has a big canopy over it now of granite 
and iron. ‘That is necessary not only to honor 

a sacred spot, but to protect the rock from being car- 
ried off by relic hunters, to whom nothing is sacred. 
That rock is preserved because it marks the spot 
where our forefathers landed in 1620, and because 
’ there was started an entirely new era in human his- 
tory. At that rock began a movement that has given 
free government and religious liberty to the millions 
who have lived on this continent. 

On a high hill near Plymouth Rock a national mon- 
ument to the Pilgrims has been erected. Fifteen 
hundred tons of granite went into its foundation, and 
a pedestal forty-five feet high is surrounded by stat- 
ues twenty feet high of Morality, Law, Education, 
and Freedom, and bears a colossal statue of Faith 
rt ss feet high, helding a Bible in her right 
hand. ‘This is said to be the largest granite statue 
in the world. When you stand there and think of 
the principle and moral courage of those men of 
old, and then you think of to-day, with its daily story 
of dishonesty in public office, and political trickery 
and selfishness, the mad lust for Sanaath, the vice 
and the crime, you wonder if we are worth what 
they did for us, That stone that Joshua set up 
under the old oak-tree at Shechem was a reminder to 
every Hebrew who saw it, or thought of it, of the 
goodness of his God and the greatness of his ances- 
tral leaders. And he also was compelled to ask him- 
self, ‘**‘ Am I living so that these have not labored in 
vain?” 


The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 

It is not often that a review lesson is so happily 
compressed into a single chapter of Scripture as the 
lessons that we have just concluded are summarized 
in the:concluding chapter of the book of Joshua. We 
really have Joshua’s outline and interpretation of the 
separate events that we have been studying. The 
teacher will do well to have before him a list of all 
the lessons of the past year as well as the last quarter, 
and then to mark in on the particular verse of this 
chapter what lessons we studied. 

The lessons of the previous quarters may be just 
mentioned, and especial attention given to the quar- 
ter just concluding. Dr. Thomas will furnish a 
handy and sufficient digest of each lesson. Dr. Erd- 
man will give especial help on this particular chapter 
of Joshua, and Professor Clow will enable one to 
gtasp the moral progress and meaning of the suc- 
cessive events. When it comes to the practical ap- 


plication of the lesson, Mr. Ridgway will give many., 


a suggestion. It is well to make a great effort to so 
plan the teaching of this lesson as to have it a com- 
plefed thing with all the facts sketched before the 
pupils’ eyes, and a clear interpretation of them made 
possible. 
The Class in Session 

And so the land of Canaan was entered and con- 
quered and divided, and every descendant of Abra- 
ham experienced the promise to his ancestor made 
good, All had land and possessions. It was not a 
raw and uncultivated land, but ore with wells dug, 
fields cleared, and vineyards and orchards planted 
and bearing. Joshua lived for eighteen years after 
the division of the land a quiet life at Timnath-serah. 
But his advancing age warned him that he had not 
much longer to live with his people. In his love for 
them he determined on a last service. He calls to- 
gether the elders and delivers to them his farewell 
address, which Dr. Erdman (Tuesday’s study) com- 
pares to Paul's farewell to the elders of Ephesus. 

But this does not content the old warrior (Wednes- 
day’s study), and he proceeds to summon a solemn 
assembly of all the people. Was it a yearning once 
more to feel the immediate presence of all the host 
as he had felt it in the early years of his leadership ? 
It was not for any mere sentimental reason that the 
people were assembled, but that the solemn covenant 
of all the people with Jehovah might be renewed. 
Joshua reminds the people of their early history and 
the promise to Abraham ; these events we studied in 
the lessons of the first and second quarters ; then he 
reminds them of the days when Moses and Aaron 
were their leaders, and of the wonders that Jehovah 
worked through them. This we studied in the les- 
sons of the third quarter. It is quite natural that 
Joshua should emphasize the part of their history” 
which he and they had lived through together : the 
long wandering in the wilderness, the conquest of 
the Amorites, the perfidy of Balaam, and the mirac- 


Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter: For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life.—John 9: 16. 


1. October 5.—Moses’ Cry for Help. ........ Num. 11 : 4-33 
Golden Text: James 5 : 16 
2. October 12,—Jealousy and Envy Punished. ..... . Num, 12 


Golden Text :.1 Cor. 13: 4, 5 
3- October 19.—The Report of the Spies . Num. 13 : 1-3, 17 to 14: 25 
* Golden Text: Rom. 8: 3 
4. October 26.—The Sin of Moses and Aaron. . . 
Golden Text: Psa. 19 : 14 
5. November 2.—Balak and Balaam.... . Num. 22 : 1 to 23; 10 
Golden Text: James 1:8 
6. November 9.—Abstinence for the Sake of Others 
(World’s ‘bemperance Sunday) ...... 
Golden Text: Rom. 14: 21 
7. November 16.—The Death of 
Moses. . 


. Num. 20: 1-13 


Rom. 14 : 7-21 


rey Deut. 31 : 1-8; 32 : 48-52; 34: 1-12 
Golden Text: Psa. 116: 15 
8. November 23.—Joshua, the New Leader ..... . 
Golden Text: Josh. 1:9 
9. November 30.—Crossing the Jordan. . . Josh. 3: 1-17; Psa. 114 
Golden Text: Isa. 41 : 10 


10. December 7.—The Fall of Jericho. . . . . . Josh. 5: 10 to 6: 27 
Golden Text: Mark 9 : 23 

11. December 14.—The Sin-of Achan ... ... 2.2 wee Josh. 7 
Golden Text : Num. 32 : 23 

12. December 21.—The Division of the Land. ....... Josh. 14 
Golden ‘l'ext : Matt. 6: 33 

Or, Christmas Lesson—The Word Made Flesh. . . John 1 ; 1-18 


Goiden Text: John 1:14 
13. December 28—Review—A Day of Decision. 
Golden Text: J. hn 3 : 16 








ulous crossing of the Jordan and swift possessioa of 
the land. These last are the things about which we 
have been studying the last quarter. 

Professor Clow selects ‘‘faith” as the one word 
that is best descriptive of Joshua, and he tells us 
that faith means vision, venture, and victory (para- 
graph 1). Professor Clow shows us, too, how Moses’ 
life was one succession of painful and discouraging 
difficulties, and that his life moved onward into the 
shadows as it were (paragraph 5). But no one of 
these obstacles, rebellion of the people (Lesson 1), 
or cruel treachery in his own family (Lesson 2), or 
cowardice (Lesson 3), availed to cause Moses to lose 
his faith or his ceaseless pushing, Not even his own 
failure (Lesson 4) caused him to give over his labors. 
Difficulties increased with his years; unexpected 
ones, like Balaam’s subtle attack, are warded off by 
Jehovah’s hand. Somehow the whole story takes on 
a brighter tone the very minute we enter the lessons 
in the book of Joshua. 

Professor Clow compares the sin and punishment 
of Achan (paragraph 6) to the sin and punishment of 
Ananias and Sapphira, which in many ways it does 
parallel.. Then Joshua reminds Israel that all this 
has happened to them by reason of the favor of Jeho- 
vah, and pleads with them to put away all heathen 
idols. This intimates to us that there was still con- 
siderable idolatry among the Hebrews. ‘Thus the last 
act of Joshua's life was to bring about a revival of re- 
ligion, a fitting close to a singularly good and tri- 
pe ge life. There is no greater testimony to the 
reality and lasting effect of this revival than the 
Single statement that the people actually kept. their 
covenant during all his life and the life of those who 
had known him, 


A Lesson Summary 

In leoking over these lessons, we may see, if we 
have the eyes to see, the general principles on which 
God always has and always will deal with men. He 
will make the plan clear and do the leading and 
directing; man is to do the acting and translate the 
divine plan into a human fact. ‘‘ Trust and obey, for 
there’s ‘no other-way,” runs the line of the familiar 
hymn, and the entire history of the Pentateuch is a 
historical study told us with the object of demonstrat- 
ing to us this fundamental principle of life that over- 
comes the world—‘' Trust and obey.” When Moses 
and Joshua trusted, the people went forward ; when 
the people refused to obey, disaster always overtook 
them. When both leaders and people trusted and 
obeyed, the thing was done. It took a long time to 
live out this history, but the same law works out in 
the shorter span of our own life’s adventure. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. What great principle of good government did Moses 
learn in Lesson 1? 

2. Why may progressives always expect opposition ? 

3. What common temptation does the story of Balaam 
picture before us? 

4. What was the imperative reason for denying to Moses 
entrance into Canaan? 

5. What demand on faith did crossing the Jordan make? 

6. What is the great lesson of the taking of Jericho? 

7. Why will God not prosper a concealed sin? 

8. What are the admirable points in Joshua’s character ? 


Other Teaching Points 

To be wholly trusting and wholly obedient to God does 
not insure that everything will be plain sailing by any 
means. It does mean that from every darkness you will 
emerge into light, and from every conflict the victor. 

Christianity and. godliness demand a willingness to dare 
and to venture. Courage is a quality that every true saint 
has always shown. 

God always provides for contingencies, and does not 
leave any weak spots in his program, We can count on 
him to train up Joshuas for his work. 

We are plainly shown that to be right is more than to be 
strong. They sat down in front of Jericho and re-conse- 
crated themselves before taking the city. 

Sin is the great hindrance to success, It works under- 
ground and invariably upsets our best plans. The whole 
world is so made. that wrong must be defeated, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
- (Markg: 90-41: 10: 13-16.) 
|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. | 

Back to the New Testament again, and, though we 
change lessons, it’s all one book, all about one God, 
and he never changes. You have probably almost 
forgotten where we left off in our study of the life of 
Christ, in December, 1912. But it was just after his 
transfiguration. Do you know that nearly one-half 
of the Gospel ag? be occupied with the last few weeks 
of Jesus’ life? Those are the days that he spoke out 
his heart about a great many important things, and 
made plain the things we call Christian principles. 
The first lesson is about our not being too conceited 
to take a humble place in life. 


1. Why was Jesus seeking seclusion just now? 

2. Why was a child a good illustration of what Jesus 
wanted to teach his friends ¢ 

3. Why did Jesus refuse to veto the work of those who 
were not his regular followers ? 

4- Why did Jesus insist that little children should be 
allowed to come to him? 

5. Can you discover in the lesson 


Countermanded orders ? 
Some blushes ? 

A moving picture? 
Unknown friends ? 


Evanston, ILL. 
< 


Facts and Teachings of the Quarter 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


NTRODUCTION.—The close of the year is a fit- 
ting time for a review, with the topic, ‘‘ A Day of 
Decision,” as seen in Joshua 24 and Hebrews 

II; 28-31, especially in the light of the Christmas gift 
of God to the world (see Golden Text). Each lesson 
may perhaps be regarded as suggesting decision in 
one aspect or another. 

Lesson 1.—Moses’ Cry for Help: The murmuring 
was a constant trouble, and the presence of the mixed 
multitude intensified the difficulty, causing the people 
of Israel to sin. Moses naturally felt it, but his words 
of wos, Seeger to God were hardly such as should 
have been uttered. He regarded the entire respon- 
sibility as his own. God soon showed His servant a 
simple way out of the difficulty by the appointment 
of the seventy elders. 

Lesson 2.—/ealousy and Envy Punished: \t is 
hardly credible that Miriam and Aaron should have 
been a trouble to Moses, and yet it was so. ‘‘A 
man’s foes are they of his own household.” A 
woman’s mente and a man’s envy were at the root 
of this deplorable strife, which was wholly unwar- 
ranted, because Moses was disinterested above all 
men, and never sought his own position or glory. 
The punishment of Miriam was severe but fitting, 
and Aaron was evidently terrified. Thus God vin- 
dicated himself and his faithful servant. 

Lesson 3.— Zhe oars of the Spies: God desired 
to help Israel, and for the purpose of encouraging 


faith he ordered spies to be sent into Canaan. The 
journey was followed by two very different reports. . 
The keynote of the two faithful spies was, ‘‘ We are 


well able to overcome,” but that of the ten was, ‘‘ We 
were in our own sight as grasshoppers.” The influ- 
ence of the latter prevailed, and self gained the vic- 
tory. The result was murmuring and almost re- 
bellion, followed by the Divine proposal to substitute 
Moses and his family for the people as His chosen 
ones. But Moses interceded unselfishly, shrinking 
from any such an idea as likely to cause trouble 
among the enemies of God, The Lord heard the 
prayer, but punished the people by refusing to allow 
that generation to see Canaan. It is unutterably sad 


that we so often choose God’s second best when we 
might have his very best. 








778 ? 


Lesson 4.—7he Sin of Moses and Aaron: Here 
we lave one of the saddest episodes in the history. 
Another instance of murmuring and strife led Moses 

‘and Aarow to approach God on behalf of the people. 
They were given clear and careful instructions what 
to do, but the characteristic weakness of Moses be- 
came his master, and he lost self-control. In his 
anger he committed two sins: first the passionate 
outburst in speaking to the people, and then smiting 
the rock instead of ——s toit. The result was 
that in spite of all his past faithfulness he was not 
allowed to enter Canaan. God had been dishonored 
in the sight of the people, and with strict impartiality 
the Divine righteousness asserts itself. 

Lesson 5.— Balak and Balaam: Amysterious and 
marvelous man, a worshiper of the One True God in 
the region whence Abraham came. “Ihe problem is 
that his actions were for the’ most part exemplary, 
while his character was quite the opposite. What he 
did was one thing, what he wanted to do was another. 
Judging him by his conduct, there is much that is 
admirable, but getting down below to his character 
we see that he was a man of self-will, of covetousness, 
aul of unreality. Balak evidently knew what would 
be likely to appeal to him in the way of monetary 

ifts. -But although from different places he en- 
Zeavesed tocurse Israel he was prevented from doing 
so and was compelled:to bless, .There-is »no-more 


- striking instance in Scripture of the double-minded, , 


unstable man who always lets ‘‘1 dare not"’ wait 
upon ‘ IT-would,” 
_ Lesson 6.—Adbstinence for the Sake of Others: 
The Apostle is anxious to show his fellow-Christians 
in Rome that no life is solitary and purely individual 
so-far as influence is concerned : ‘‘ None of us liveth 
to himself.” — It is this. fundamental principle which 
gives point to the application of temperance, for we 
_ are to act in constant view of our brother for whom 
Christ died. 
‘Lesson 7.—7he Death of Moses, Even though 
‘ overshadowed by his one great sin, there was a 


beauty about these last hours of the great lawgiver. . 


He takes a last look at the country into which he. is 
not to enter. Then came the word of the Lord, as- 
suring him that this was the land promised to the 
patriarchs, ‘Then came.the solitary death, and the 


'. wonderful, yet beautiful, aceotint of his burial by God 


himself. ‘Last of all, there is thefitting testimony to 
his physical vigor, the impression he had made upon 
the people of Israel, and ‘the testimony -that he was 


unique in Israel by reason of his close fellowship with . 


Jehovah. ' 

Lesson 8.—Joshua,; the New Leader: Up to this 
time. Joshua had been in close association with Moses 
as his servant and follower, Every previous refer- 

‘ence to him is suggestive and inspiring, and the in- 
fluence of Moses was profound. Butit was a moment 
of great transition; a memorable era had closed and 
‘another. had opened. Joshua had been appointed 
and equipped, and now comes the assurance to go 
forward. God issued the order, reminding hii of 
His own presence and promise, and assuring him 
that as the past had been so the future would con- 
tinue, ‘The secret of the new leader's life was to be 
his close adherence to the word of God. 

Lesson 9.—Crossing the foram ¢ The spies re- 
turned to Joshua with a good report, like that which 
Joshua and Caleb had brought forty years before. 
[he days of mourning for Moses being over, Joshua, 
with characteristic promptness and activity, rose and 
made preparations for the great work. ‘The priests 
were to go first and the people were to follow about 
three-quarters of a mile behind, and, although the 
path was new and unprecedented, God would be with 
them’‘and the symbol of his preseece full in view. 
‘’he oceasion called for special consecration, and, 
based upon the word of God, the people go down into 
the bed of the river, proving their faith by obedience. 
Three times in tiie course of the day God communi- 
cates with Joshua, and as it was prescribed so every- 
thing was performed. 

Lesson 10.—Z7%e Fall of Jericho: The people are 
now in Canaan, and the first great lesson to be learned 
is the supremacy of God, his Lordship and rule, The 
vision of the Prince of the Lord’s host was intended 

»-to teach this lesson. After redemption. from Egypt 
and instruction at Sinai came this third great prin- 
ciple of Lordship, followed by consecration, ‘Phe 
heavenly visitor was not to supplement but to.super- 
sede Joshua, and at once Joshua recognizes this and 
humbly professes his allegiance. Tiien followed the 
detailed instructions for the capture of Jericho. The 
programme was very precise, and everything was 
intended to show Joshua and Israel that it was by 
Divine not by human power that. Jericho would be 
taken. 

Lesson 11.—7he Sin of Achan: Without any 
human instrumentality Jericho had been taken and 
the fortress had been made a ruinous heap, and yet 
the advance of the camp was suddenly stayed. A 
sore disaster had taken place, and a company of 
Israel had fallen before the Canaanites. ‘Joshua's 
sad lament follows, for he feels that it was the hour 
of Satan's triumph. Theexplanation was soon given 
and a secret sin was pointed out. Israel had sinned, 
and the, whole. nation had become invalved in the in- 
dividual .wrong-doing. The Divine judgment falls 
upon the guilty man. Sin was a trouble to Israel as 


‘and his righteousness vindicated. ' 


. according. as Moses had assigned to them. 
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it was tothe early Church in the case of Ananias and 
Sapphira. But God's character must be manifested 


Lesson 12.—7he Division of the Land: The 
strength of Canaan was at last broken. In the 
center, in the south, and in the north, the enemies of 
the Lord had been vanquished. But now comes the 
difficult and trying work of allotting the land to the 
various tribes. Joshua was at Gilgal, where he had 
first pitched his camp. Moses h iven special di- 
rections for division, and while the lot was to deter- 
mine the. locality of each of the tribes, yet human 
agency would find scope in the actual settlement of 
the several boundaries. Numerical greatness and 
the requirements of each tribe would be considered, 
and all this-work was to be discharged by Eleazar 
the priest and Joshua the leader, with twelve 
princes,-one:of every tribe. The two and a half 
tribes had their inheritance on the*east of Jordan, 
‘Then 
came Caleb, the one survivor with Joshua of the 
former generation, claiming his promised portion. 
The picture of the two friends meeting must have 
been touching and thrilling as Joshua gave his bene- 
diction to his former comrade. Wholeheartedness 
always obtains its reward; health, happiness, suc- 
cess, and favor with God and man, while those who 


are half-hearted soon depart from God, and therefore . 


never see the Promised: Land. 
Wycuirre CoL_ecre, Toronto, 


Faith’s Last Stand 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


Y faith we mean that sense of the unseen, that 
conviction of.-the eternal and spiritual, that as- 
surance that:God is, and -is the rewarder of 

them that diligently seek Him, through whose im- 
pulse a man serves God. Faith, in one aspect, is 
vision. It sees heaven opened.. In another aspect 
it is venture. It goes out, not knowing whither it 
goes. In the third aspect it is victory—the victory 
which overcometh the world. All of these three 
‘aSpects are set clearly in the passage which is se- 
lected from the epistle to the Hebrews. 

It will be wise to set on one side the subject of the 
World's ‘Temperance Sunday. Then we shall find 
that the Scriptures under review fall into two equal 
divisions. We have one series of six lessons which 
deal with events.in the storvof Moses, and a second 
séries of six lessons which deal with the outstanding 
incidents in the career of Joshua. In-one series we 
are in touch with the ‘life in the wilderness. In the 
other we are brought into contact with life in the 
Promised Land. 

The passages in the life of Moses lead us, step by 
step, into a realm of ever-darkening shadows. They 
begin with his first cry of despairing anguish. He 
had often been downcast, and had feared as he en- 
tered the cloud. But now he cries out of a lost hope. 
Now he faces not only murmuring but mutiny, In 
his overstrained, overburdened state his heart grew 
sick and his despair found vent in his questioning 
cry. Outof this trouble he passes to find that envy 
on the part of those who were dearest to him has 
smitten his name with its envenoming fangs, and the 
leprosy which shines with its white token of death in 
the face of Miriam, and the shame which makes 
Aaron hang his head, have both to be healed and re- 
lieved through his intercession. Then a heavier 
blow falls upon him. On the edge of the wilder- 
ness, on the eve of the achievement which was the 
purpose of his life, the people refused the high exploit 
of entering the land, and he is compelled to turn his 
back on the hills of Canaan and face the great and 
terrible wilderness and its dreary and difficult years. 

Any one who has seen the face of Moses as he turned 
his steps to the desert would have marked the shadow 
of a sadness which was never afterwards, except in 
those moments when it shone with the sheen from 
the presence of God, entirely absent from it. The 
next incident shows him yielding to his besetting 
sin, In his_hour.of. discouragement and vexation 


- with this wnstable and _backsliding people, his old, 


fierce, vehement temper burst forth, and he smote the 
rock with two hasty blows, as though, by his act, the 
water could be made to spring. e forgot to honor 
God in the sight of the people. That sin, like the 
sins of so many more men, when they arise out of the 
temper and the passion they will not school, left its 
mark upon him throughout all his years, and met 
him in his.dyjag hour. Then there fell upon him 
the heaviest grief that a noble heart can suffer. 
Balak and Balaam looked down upon the tents of 
Israel, but God’s shield kept their curse from the 
people, and checked the incantation in the covetous 
prophet's soul. But-what Balaam could not do by 
the words of his rapt ecstasy, he accomplished by~his 
foul counsel (Num. 31:-16), and Moses saw the people 


- of God-seduced, corrupted, and suffering the penalty 
ef a.feul.profligacy. 
«te an end, and our last lesson. brings us:te the hour 


But life’s task and trial come 


when Moses fell.asleep, as the old. legend declares, 
when God kissed -him,. - , 
Gune of the somewhat sombre truths which emerge 


- Spiration.” 
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here is that a man’s life is often-darkened by.shadows 
as he grows in years, and his way becomes more dif- 
ficult to find and to keep. Another truth is that even 
the hardships and the fears which meet us by the 
way have their call to steadfastness and their dis- 
cipline of patience. But the chief lesson is that, 
through it all, despite our ok ame | and our fear, 
God's purpose is being fulfilled, and he never suffers 


‘those who-are bearing its purpose to be overcome. 


He brings them at length into their desired haven, 
with many an enriching experience by the way. 
In the second series we touch happier incidents. 


We see Joshua with a ae faith renewing his 
consecration, We mark the people stepping down 


into the waters of Jordan in a sure confidence in 
God's power. We see the first sign and token of the 
final conquest of the land and its cleansing from cor- 
ee ga in the fall of Jericho. We are caught and 
held by a natural pity when the first sin troubles the 
camp, and Achan is discovered and suffers his pen- 
alty. .We cannot but sorrow with the people of 
Israel and think regretfully of the man who brought 
God’s judgment upon them, for we see him to be, the 
prototype of every Ananias and Sapphira who have 
weakened and shamed the Church of Christ. Then 
we stand to mark the division of the land, and almost 
hear the tramp of the departing tribesmen as they 
leave. the presence of Joshua, some to recross the 
eens to occupy the green pastures of. Moab and 
ilead, others to pass down by the way of Hebron, 
others to find the tracks which lead them to the 
springs of Jordan, and the rest to make their homes 
among the valleys and on the hillsides which form 
the fields where flocks can be fed and corn and wine 
can abound, Then we'come to that last scene when 
=, finds himself face to face with men whose 
aith had faltered. The men who had fought the 
battles and endured the trials, and kept their faith 
in the days of strain, have lost their clear vision and 
their spiritual energy in the years of more indu t 
life in the land. ‘ The Canaanités they had not driven 
out had been not only thorns and briers in their 
sides,‘but poison plants in their atmosphere. Then 
Joshua, now bending under the weight of years, lifts 
up his.old gray head, and with a soldier’s brief and 
decisive speech makes his appeal, ‘‘ Choose ye ‘this 
day whom ye will serve ;.as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.’”” The old leader must have 
detected the symptoms of. that degeneracy which 
eventually brought the people of Israel into bondage. 
Now, under this ‘one clear call,-they renew their 
eovenant, and the story ends on a ‘tiote of triumph. 
The whole book of Joshua is a trumpet call; to 
loyalty to God aid his cause. " A ‘getiuine consecra- 
tion, a fearless advance, an unquéstioning assurance 
that when men will do great things for God they may 
expect great things from Him, the swift and decisive 
purging of all evil out of the Church and out of our 
earts, and, in the day when others may waver or 
doubt, a steadfast keeping of the faith—these are the 
ways in which we enter into our Land of Promise, 
which is the inheritance of the saints. 
GLascow, SCOTLAND. 
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The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Moses’ Cry for Help (Num. 11 : 4-33). 
The greatest man who ever lived gets the ‘ blues" 
and hungers for ‘tthe hand upon the shoulder.” 
No man can go it alone and sing. Did you get that 
recipe for good sons? A whole month out in the 
Chester Valley with God, when we ask for daily 
bread and get it all winter. 


Lesson 2.—Jealousy and Envy Punished (chap. 12). 
Human nature always remains the same,.and the 
book is a book of real men. Marry your own kind of 
folks. And then let your wife run you. Be as 
‘*meek as Moses” in your own family if you wish 'to 
be great. God’s children understand him, if the pro- 
fessor doesn't. The masterful woman has her perils. 
Take care of your sister.’ This was a fine, homely, 
profitable lesson. 

Lesson 3.—Report of the Spies (13: 1-3, 17 to 14: 25). 
When God brings you up to a ‘‘land ” you are to goin 
and possess it, asking no question as to what is there. 
You can not judge a ‘‘land” by the looks of it just 
before winter-time. ‘‘Time is the essence of this 
contract.” The king’s business requires haste. Let 
yore heart run you. The head is often mistaken. 

hen a man considers himself a grasshopper .the 
rest of the animals are apt to take him at his own 
valuation. 


Lesson 4.—The Sin of Moses and Aaron (20: I-13). 
The way of the crowd. ‘‘Hosanna” to-day. ‘‘Cru- 
cify”’ to-morrow. One popularity only—with heaven, 
Whiners and winers, and which is the worse? Whiners 
make winers. The power of God’s word, whether 
spokea by him or one of his children. God drives 
and we only. have our little- hands on the lines. 
Doubt and the Devil are two cronies who run 
together. . 

Lesson 5.—Balak and Balaam (22: 1 to 23 : 10). 
Balaam, the prophet, who ‘‘tampered with"his in- 
Life insurance on the-side. But he‘did 
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what. God told him to do, even if he did 
**need the money,’’ Advertising what is 
going to come to God’s enemies. Under 
the stars and the songs they sing summer 
nights up over the valley. And. the Star of 
Jacob rules the lives of the best men to-day. 


Lesson 6.—Abstinence for the Sake of 
Others (Rom. 14: 7-21). The temperance 
lesson. What are you doing for the drunk- 
ard, a kick or a good word? Fathers who 
are stumbling- blocks because they. forgot 
there were no onyx-mahoganys when they 
were boys. Paul’s high ground for ail 
**amusements.’? Heaven wants all its chil- 
dren to have lots of fun, and this lesson 
showed how. 


Lesson 7.—The Death of Moses (Deut. 
31: 1-8; 34:1%-12). Who are the successes 
and who are the failures? Moses never 
reached what he started for, and is the 
world’s greatest success. His work still en- 
dures. What is death? Good-morning in 
heaven for the Christian; Show the tears of 
love now, the undertaker doesn’t need them. 
How Joshuas are made. The up-toedate 
Moses, Nobody had any trouble teaching 
this lesson, even without reading ‘* On Nebo’s 
lonely mountain.”’ 


- Lesson 8.—Joshua, the New Leader 
(Josh. 1:1-9). Moses is dead, A fellow 
called me down for naming John Brown. I 
told. him the war was over and there were 
problems to solve and loads to lift. Go and 
take your ‘‘land.’’ Every man can be pros- 
perous who is led by God. I can certainly 
get to Chicago if the Pennsy will give mea 
pass or a private car, We all need the pat 
onthe back. And ‘‘ preparation ”’ is before 
training and skill all the time. 


Lesson 9.—Crossing the Jordan (3 : I-17). 
Nations which had dead gods are all dead 
nations. “lhe Jews had a living God, and if 
you don’t believe the Jews are a living nation 
go to New York. Man-selecting. If a 
real man is required, will they be after you? 
Keep near the Ark and all Jordans open for 
you. Be patient and learn how to pray. 


Lesson 10.—Fall of Jericho. (5 :.10 to 
6-27). Conquest by religion and not by 
fight. The Quaker way in Pennsylvania. 
Forty years’ education in the desert teaches 
self-control ‘and faith, Patience, Persever- 
ance, Piety, the three Ps, which bring the 
answer. The old way of wiping out sin with 
the sword, and the new way of: wiping out 
the sinner with the blood: God can topple 
walls, but men topple themselves. 


Lesson 11.—The Sin of Achan (chap. 7). 
Victories and. defegts are sometimes close 
together, and after Jericho look out for Ai. 
The stronvest and best of men sometimes 
lose their grip for a minute, But if God has 
hold no harm befalls. But the sin must be 
hunted for, And when found the sin must 
be cleaned up. The power-plant must be 

s taken. care. of. Satan is the same always. 
- What he did for Achan he is doing for those 
you are reading about in the paper to-day, 


Lesson 12.—The Division of the Land 
(chap. 14). As we close this year never 
forget that God wants every child to be 
happy and comfortable all his days. Sin 
makes: all the trouble there ever is. Take a 
good look at happy Caleb and get an inspi- 
ration, Have you your mountain picked 
out? Are you getting ready to ask for it? 
Three things will bring youethe best the 
world has—1, faith; 2, a good disposition 
3, a mountain ambition. These three and a 
Happy New Year to ‘‘ the Corner !’” 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
A duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 
tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
aeceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


No Half-Price Tickets.—/or God sa 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life (Golden 
Text). ‘*Well, I cannot understand why 
a man who has tried to lead.a good moral life 
should not stand a better chance of Heaven 
than a wicked one,’’ said-a lady, a few days 
ago, in a conversation with others about the 
matter ofsalvation. ‘‘Simply for this cause,’’ 
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answered one: ‘‘ Suppose you and I wanted 
to go-into a place 
admission was a dollar; you have half a dol- 
lar and I have nothing. Which would stand 
the better chance of admission ?’’ ‘* Neither.’’ 
**Just so; and, therefore, the moral man 
stands no better chance than the outbreaking 
sinner. But now suppose a kind rich person, 
who saw our lexity, presented a ticket of 
admission to each of us at his own expense, 
what then?’”’ ‘ Well, then, we could both 
go in alike; that is clear.”” ‘* Thus, when 
the Saviour saw our perplexity, he came, he 
died, and thus obtained eternal redemption 
for us, and now he offers you and me a free 
ticket. Only take good care that your halfa 
dollar does not make you proud enough to re- 
fuse the free ticket, and so be refused admit, 
tance at last.”,—Mrs, R. W. Lowe, Delevan, 
N.Y. From Sabbath Reading. The prise 
Jor this week is awarded to this illustration, 


What God’s Love 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life (GoldenText). 
From the island of Ambrym we hear of a 
beautiful word, the native word for love. 
Literally translated, it means: ‘¢The heart 
keeps calling, calling for me’’; and ‘love of 
God’’ in the native Ambrym language is 
**the heart-callings of God.’’—C. A. Rogers, 
Iroquois, Ont., Can. From The Report of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 


Christ’s Derricks.— For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have eternal life (Golden Text), We 
have heard of a boss of a railroad wrecking 
train who says that, as he uses the great 
hoisting derrick to pick up crushed and ruined 
cars and engines, he thinks of Jesus as the 
great Wreck Master, who comes down with 
his love and grace and picks up man, all 
crushed and sin-stained and ruined, and sets 
him on his feet and makes him a new man 
again. He can and will. But we are the 
derrick. Christ must have us. AZartha A. 
Huling, Larned, Kan. From Central Ad- 
vocate, — 


The. Cost of God’s Love.—/or God so 
loved the world, that hegave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever belreveth on him should 
nol perish, but have eternal tife (Golden Text), 
All the world has sung the praise of Princess 
Alice. One of her children having died ofa 
contagious disease, she was in the room 
where another was dying, and the court phy- 
sician said to her, ‘‘ You must not breathe 
the breath of this child, or you yourself will 
die.”” Butseeing the child mourning because 
of the death of her brother, the mother 
stooped down, and in sympathy kissed the 
little one, caught the disease, and perished. 
All the world sang the heroism and the self- 
sacrifice of Princess Alice; but I have to tell 
you that when our race was dying the Lord 
Jesus stoopedsdown and gave us the kiss of 
his everlasting love, and died that we might 
live.—Henry E. Ek; Ottamwaj Towa. Fron 
Z. De Witt Talmage. 


The King Not a Tradesman.—/or God 
so loved the world: that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life 
(Golden Text), A mother lay dying—her 
parched lips thirsted for something'to refresh 
them. By her bedside stood her fourteen- 
year-old daughter. Suddenly the thought 
struck her: **I have seen such beautiful 
grapes in the hothouses of the Court gardens ; 
Pll go and ask how mucli one bunch would 
be. Oh! if I could just get one bunch for 
mother!’’ Away she slipped with ali haste, 
and soon reached the Court gardens. ‘The 
sentry on guard asked her errand. ‘I must 
see the king,”’ said the little maid. ‘* Impos- 
sible!’’ replied the stern soldier, ‘ But 
mother is dying,’’ she pleaded. ‘*1 can let 
no one pass these gates,’’ was the reply. The 
poor child’s heart sank, and she burst into 
tears. Just at that moment the king’s son 
himself rode up, and touched with the child’s 
grief, inquired the cause; turning to her he 
said, ** Well, and what do you want with the 
king?’’ ‘*Please, sir, mother’s dying, and 
I want to know what I could buy one bunch 
of grapes for? Mother’s so thirsty’; and 
the tears flowed faster. Bidding her follow 
him, he led her to one of the vines, and cut- 
ting, with his own hands, a fine bunch of the 
rich fruit, he gave it to the astonished child, 
saying, < My father does not ‘sell—he gives.’’ 





Eternal Life is the gift of God.—H. G., Bu/- 
falo, N.Y. From The Traveller's Guide to 
Life. 


amusement, where tlie |. 


Means.—/or God so}. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


Questions for a Written Review 

'o be ted by the tendent from the desk 
we ae it Ape 

1. What is jealousy, and why is it wrong ? 

2. What was the opinion of the most of 
the spies about the entrance of the children 
of Israel. into Canaan, and who disagreed 
with this ? 

3. What was the sin of Moses and Aaron 
as told in Lesson 4? 

4. Tell briefly in your own words about 
the death of Moses. ; 

5. Who was chosen of God to lead the 
people after Moses died? What were some 
of the promises God made to him? 

6. Fell the story of the crossing of the 
Jordan, . 

7. Tell the story of the fall of Jericho. 

8. What was the sin of Achan? 

9. Why do you regard Moses as a great 
man? 

10. What lesson in this quarter made the 
deepest impression upon you? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

*% 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* A mighty fortress is pur God.”’ 
* Faith of our fathers, living still.’’ 
** He leadeth me: O blessed thought.” 
“ — calls us, o'er the tumult."’ 
‘* Standing at the portal of the opening year.”” 
‘* The Son of God goes forth to war. 
** What a friend we have in Jesus.”’ 
** Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrica! 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 73 : 19-23 (151 : 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 21-24 (244 : 3-5). 
Psalm 38 : 10-13 (81 : 3-4). 
Psalm 95 :6, 7 (192 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 150 : 1*4 (328 : 1-4). 


% 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That. is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


HE CoL_uMn oF TIME.—This exercise 
is intended to review not only the les- 
sons of this quarter, but those of the 

entire year. For this purpose you will take 
a large wooden curtain-rod or other round 
stick, and cut it, or have it cut, into ten 
lengths,’ each an inch or two long, ‘The 
thickness of the pole will determine the 
length of each section, as the sections are to 
be placed one on top of the other, and the 
column thus made must not be so high that 
it will topple over; therefore the larger the 
pole the better, The pupils are to tell you 
what are the great events of which we have 
studied this-year, or who.are the great men, 
and are to*choose for each the section whose 
symbolic color best represents him (or it), 
giving their reasons. ‘Then they are to give 
brief accounts of these men and events, end- 
ing by placing in position the section about 
which each has been talking. The sections 
will be colored as follows, using paint or 
colored paper pasted around the sections, 

Creation.—Gold, as it was all good. The 
pupil will give ‘in order the events of the 
creative days. This section may be longer 
than the others, and it will be well to bury 
it partly in a box of sand, to indicate that it 
runs far backward in time, 

2. Adam.—Silver, not so good as gold; 
beginning to depreciate. Bring out the story 
of the Garden of Eden. 

3. Catk.—Bloodtred. 
first murder will be told. 

4. Noah.—In rainbow colors, in vertical 
stripes. Have the pupil tell the story of the 
flood, 

5. Abraham.—Blue, the color of faith. 
The story of the migration from Chaldea and 
the settlement of Canaan. 

6. Jsaac.—Quaker gray, as befits the man 
of peace. The pupil will tell the story of 
Isaac’s wells, 

7. Jucob.—Black and white streaked, in 
allusion to the mingled good and evil in 
Jacob’s character. The pupil will tell: about 
the birthright, Bethel, the service for Rachel, 
the flight, and Penuel. 

8. Joseph.— Gold again, in. allusion to 
Joseph’s spotless character. A brief outline 
of his wonderful life. 

9. Moses.—Green, thecolor of beginnings, 


The story of the 





since Moses was the founder of the Hebrew 


| things bright and beautifu 
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nation, A brief summary of his great 
career, divided’ into the three forty-year 


10. /oskhua.—Yellow, the color of fruitful- 
ness, as the nation under him entered into 
the fruit of its long period of training in 
Egypt and the wilderness. Some account of 
Joshua’s career, including the principal 
events of the last quarter’s lessons, 

AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEAcHING.—God proves his 
love by many good gifts, 
Introduction,—Your children will be 
enthusiastic to share their Christmas experi- 
ences with you andthe class, Report briefly 
the happiness bestowed by their gifts to 
others, The spirit of giving may appropri- 
ately be associated with the review memory 
text, John 3:16. Use this last Sunday of 
the year to’ recall God’s good gifts to his 
chosen people, to us, and to the world, The 
year’s lessons extend from the creation te 
the division of the Promised Land. Men- 
tion the most important events, and use ap- 
propriate pictures and songs. Dates men- 
tioned refer to the lessons suggested. 

Review of God’s Good Gifts.—Repeat 
James 1:17, through ‘*Father,’’ Goci’s 
first gift was a beautiful world to be the 
home of plants, fishes, birds, animals and 
people whom God created (January 5), In 
his wisdom and goodness God gave the world 
to the people to use and — Sing ‘* All 

.”? (Carols, 25 
cents, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago.) : 

When the people disobeyed, God saved 
Noah to make a new beginning, and gave to 
him and the world the rainbow promise, 
(Gen. 8:22 and 9:13; ,February 9). Do 
you think of God’s promise when you see a 
rainbow ? 

God called Abraham, and gave to him a 
promise that he and his family should bless 
all the earth, (February 16 and March 2) 
Repeat Genesis 12:2 and 1§:5, and sing, 
** Do you know how many stars ?’’ (Carols.) 
God kept this promise, for the people of 
Abraham’s family became the Jews, and some 
of them live in our cities and towns. 

God promised to Abraham the land 
where he stood when he looked toward: the 
stars, but God didn’t give it to him right 
away. Because of hunger and famine, 
Abraham’s grandson, with his large family, 
went to live in Egypt, where food was plen- 
tiful, There they grew to be many and 
strong. God gave to them good leaders, 
Joseph and Moses (May 11 and July 20). 
Read Genesis 41 : 48; 45:7, 8 and Exod. 
3240). . In: wonderful ways .God had ‘saved 
the lives of Joseph and Moses because they 
had work to do for God’s chosen people. 
(Recall briefly.) 

God gave to Israel the pillar of cloud and 
fire and a safe crossing of the Red Sea 
(August 17), the bread from heaven Exod. 
16:14, 15; August 24), and the ten com- 
mandments to guide them (September 7 and 
14). Hesent quails for meat (Num. 1: 31; 
October 5), and water when they were thirsty 
(October 26). 

By this time they had traveled near to the 
Promised Land, which God was ready to 
give to them, but they waited to send spies 
to bring back a report, and when they heard 
it they were too frightened to enter in 
(October 19), They were afraid that God 
wasn’t strong enough to lead them in. So 
God turned them back to wander about the 
wilderness until the older people died. 
Brave Joshua and. Caleb did not die there. 
After many years God allowed Moses to Jea«d 
the people once again near the Promised 
Land. There Moses died (November 16) 


"and Joshua became the new leader (Novem- 


ber 23). Tie led them across the Jordan 
into their Promised Land (November 30). 

For five years Joshua helped the people to 
conquer and gain cities. Then God told 
him to divide the land, so that a home might 
be given to every family (December 21). 

Many years afterward in the same land 
God gave his very best gift to all the world— 
Christ, our Saviour (John 3 : 16). 

On the blackboard, covered until now, or 
on strips of card, show two mottoes, ‘‘ ‘Thou 
crownest the year with thy goodness,’’ and 
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‘*O praise the Lord for his goodness,’’ and 
sing : 
‘*God is good to us dear children ; 
God is good through all the year."’ 
—* Carols.” 

After the Review.—Our country of North 
America once belonged to the Indians. God 
has allowed people from all parts of the world 
to come here to live and make their homes, 

In school this month you have learned 
how the Pilgrims were among the first who 
cume, They did not travel over a sandy 
desert, but across the wide ocean, ‘They 
cime to worship God, Many have come 
since, and this landis our home. God wants 
euch one to help to make it a Christian land. 
Sing first and last stanzas of *‘ My country ! 
tis of thee,”’ 

Before another Sunday God will give to 
the world a New Year (write 1914). Shall 
we help to make it a good or bad year? Let 
us thank God for the good year just closing, 
for our good land and homes, for parents and 
friends, but most of all for his best gift, 
Jesus Christ, who came to earth as a little 
child, to help other children to be good like 
him. 

Hand-work.—Last week we made a Chirist- 
mas star, Our flag has many stars, So to- 
day we will make two or mbre. Under- 
neath we will write Christ and country, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. The Decision of Every Israelite. 
2. ‘Vhe Decision of Every Girl. 


ERE you ever in a court-room ? Whose 
place was the most important one 
yousaw? Whatis the judge’s work ? 

Many, many times each day girls make 
decisions for themselves, and every decision 
has important effects for good or evil, for 
better or worse. Show how the decision, the 
first thing in the morning, to rise or remain 
in bed, would affect the entire day and be- 
yond that. Imagine then how serious a 
thing it is deliberately to choose the wrong 
way. 

‘To-day we study a great decision which 
every Israelite was forced to make for him- 
self, 

1, What is the question? Of what im- 
portance is it at this ime? What argument 
did Joshua present when he reviewed the 
history of their nation? How many ‘‘l’s”’ 
did you count? To whom did they refer? 
What was the leader’s choice? Why do you 
suppose Joshua decided so quickly? Note 
Joshua’s bravery in making his decision 
without waiting tosee what others did. Nate 
that it is a characteristic of leaders to-day\to 
make decisions for themselves without wait- 
ing to be swayed by the opinion of others. 

Ilow did the people decide? Note the 
fact that Joshua required the people sol- 
emnly to repeat their vow in order that they 
might realize that it was more than a promise 
lightly made. What would have been the 
effect of a wrong decision? Do you think 
Joshua’s decision had any influence? Do 
you think they ever regretted deciding for 
Jehovah? Why not? 

2. This same question faces every girl. 
Shall she choose Jesus Christ as her Saviour 
and leader, and loyally follow him? A/zssé 
she make the decision? Yes—read Mat- 


thew 6:24. Do you remember how Balsam 
tried to serve two masters? What was the 
result ? 


Think over some of the women in our 
church and name some of our leaders who 
have chosen like Joshua. ‘The girls named 
the pastor’s wife, the Junior teachers, and 
some mothers. Do you think they have ever 
regretted it? 

Will the effect of a wrong decision on our 
part result as seriously as it did for the Jews? 
‘The ten spies decided against Jehovah, and 

. what happened to them? ‘T'wo spies were 
rewarded for their right decisions—who were 
they, and what was their reward ? ‘ 

Achan thought he could appear to be obe- 
dient and faithful and hide his sin. But we 
know that such things cannot remain hidden. 
What happened to Achan? 

All through the Wilderness history we see 
that good followed obedience; and diso- 
bedience resulted in misfortune. 
bedient ones entered the Promised Land. 

We have seen that, like the Israelites, 
every girl must face a decision, and that the 
effects are always serious ones, 
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makes the decision concerning what our 
future shall be, Read Psalm 1:5 and John 
3:16. 

With every girl quietly and seriously 
thinking of her own history, let her hear in 
her heart a review such as Joshua heard : 

I gave you your good parents and good 
home. I have given you health and friends, 
etc. And I gave you my only begotten Son 
that you might have eternal life if you will 
accept him, Are you going to be strong like 
Joshua? 

Then followed a prayer for the decision 
and a talk upon the step which should follow 
after consultation with mother or pastor or 
teacher, 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Mark 9 : 30-41 and 10: 13-16. What 
did Jesus say was the way to be great? 

What does humility mean? Memorize 1 
Pet-r 5:5. 

Read John 13:1-15. 
teach humility to Peter? ; 

‘Two disciples were not humble; who 
were they ? Mark 10 : 35-45. 

Read of Jesus’ great humility (Phil. 2 : 3-9). 

Memorize Mark 10: 14, 15, 16. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


How did Jesus 


Pucker’s “*‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


AST Sunday was review in our class. I 
never used to like reviews, but Mr. 
Mason, the teacher we’ve got now, 

doesn’t just ask a lot of hard questions to 
see how much of the quarter’s lessons we’ve 
forgotten. Nor he doesn’t make us say all 
the titles and golden texts, either. 

Ile explained that for twelve weeks we’ve 
been traveling through a wonderful valley of 
truth, stopping here and there to examine 
its treasures and enjoy its beauties. Now 
we have reached the end of the journey, but, 
instead of going back along the whole road 
to look at everything over again, we need 
to climb some mountain where we can get a 
wider view and see the whole valley at a 
glance, and if we can look farther back than 
just the quarter’s lessons, so much the 
better. 

lle always thinks up some interesting way 
of giving us this bird’s-eye view of what 
we’ve been studying: ‘This time it was a 
three-cornered debate on which was the 
greatest—Abraham, Joseph, or Moses. I 
tell you it was exciting ; most as good as a 
basket-ball game. 

Carl and Skinny spoke for Abraham. 
They told how much faith he had to strike 
out for a new country that way, and how he 
obeyed God about offering Jsaac. Skinny 
told how rich he was, too, but Carl thought 
the great.st thing about Abraham was his 


| founding the race in which Christ came. 


“‘If there hadn’t been any Abraham to 
start the chosen people,’’ he asked, ‘‘ how 
could God have sent any Saviour ?’’ 

Of course each boy had only four minutes 
to make his speech in, but they talked fast 
and said a lot, I tell you. 

Bert and I were for Joseph, and we had it 
all fixed up together what each should talk 
about. I gave the part about how patient 
and faithful he was in all his troubles, and 
what a wonderful thing it was for a slave boy 
to become next to the king. 

Teacher had to call me down before I was 
near through, but Bert went right on for our 
side, telling what a wise ruler Joseph was, 
how he saved the Egyptians, and the Israel- 
ites too, from starving to death. 

**\What good would it have done for 
Abraham to start the race if Joseph hadn’t 
kept them all from dying out ?’’ he asked tri- 
umphantly, 

**Ifo!’? exclaimed Bulldog Jones, jump- 
ing up to take his turn, ‘* Joseph may have 
saved their lives, but look what he got them 
into, bringing them down to Egypt to be- 
come slaves after a while. The thing had 
all gone wrong,’’ he declared, ‘till Moses 
came and straightened it out. He was a 
greater ruler than Joseph because he gave 
them good laws, taught them about God, 
and led them back to their own land. If he 
hadn’t, Jesus couldn’t have been born in 
Bethlehem. I’m for Moses every time,’’ he 
added quickly, as teacher tapped with a 


No diso- | pencil for him to quit. 


Then Bumps got up, but instead of mak- 
ing a talk, he had learned that poem about 
the burial of Moses. He said it fine, too, 


The giri's | When he got done it was all over but the 
decision is not the end ; Jesus Christ himself’ shouting. 








Fred Keller and Professor Eastman of the 
high school were the judges, together with 
teacher, you know. ‘Ihey had to have Fred 
for a judge because there was one extra boy, 
and they didn’t know what else to do with 
him. The judges didn’t have to take any 
votes on it. Professor Eastman looked over 
at the others and sort of said ** Moses ’’ with 
his lips, and the others nodded and smiled. 
We all saw it, and before teacher could an- 
nounce any decision, Bulldog blurted right 
out, ** Why, sure,’’ and began hunting for 
his cap. 

‘Teacher said we had all done good work 
this last quarter of 1913, and he was sure we 
had learned many helpful lessons from these 
great men. 

** But remember this, boys,’’ he went on, 
soberly, ‘‘it was God in these men that 
made them great, and God comes to us now 
in the Spirit of Jesus Christ. He is our pat- 
tern and. our power. Next Sunday we begin 
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studying his life again, and my prayer for 
1914 is that you may all come to know more 
about Jesus as the one great power in your 
lives.’’ 

For next week Fred has to write a five- 
minute outline of the life of Christ, from his 
birth to next Sunday’s lesson. ‘That is to 
kind of review us on the lessons of 1912, you 
know. For the rest of us, teacher said we 
could treat the lesson as a sort ot puzzle and 
see if we could find in it(1) a mysterious 
secret, (2) a foolish quarrel, (3) a sectarian 
rule, (4) a beautiful object lesson. 

Bumps said he didn’t know what sectarian 
meant, but teacher told him to ask the dic- 
tionary and then think it out. Then we got 
our new quarterlies and had the closing ex- 
ercises, 

If your boys have a debate I hope they 
have as good a time as we did, and here’s 
wishing you and them a Happy New Year. 

West Terre Haute, IND. 





Professor Erdman’s Bible Class 


By Charles R. 


Erdman, D.D. 





Renewing. the Covenant 


HE closing chapters of the book of 
Joshua furnish a most fitting lesson for 

p the Jast Sunday of another year; not 
simply because. they record the last events 
in the life of the great hero whose name the 
book bears, nor because they complete the 
narrative of a great period in the life of the 
nation whose origin and early history have 
engaged our thought during the passing 
months ; but, more particularly, because our 
attention is turned forward to the days which 
lie beyond, and there is suggested to us the 
iitual preparation for the open- 
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ing year, 
Daily Studies 


Monday.—The existence and supreme im- 
portance of the covenant had been brought 
to mind by Joshua as soon as an entrance 
into Canaan had been fairly effected. ,After 
the overthrow of Jericho and Ai, and before 
beginning the conquest of either the South 
or the North, Joshua erected an altar upon 
Mt. Ebal, wrote upon its plastered stones a 
copy of the law of Moses, and rehearsed in 
the hearing of the people all the blessings 
and cursings *‘ which were written in the 
book of the law’’ (Josh. 8 : 30-35). . This 
solemn transaction was in obedience to the 
divine command as given by Moses (Deut. 
27), who wrote the full ritual to be used on 
this memorable occasion. This erection of 
an altar, and offering theron burnt offerings 
and peace offerings, and the copying of the 
law, formed a solemn renewal of the cove- 
nant, and recalled the ceremonies by which 
the covenant was first ratified at Sinai. The 
time and place of this service were suggestive 
as a declaration on the part of the people 
that they took possession of the land in virtue 
of their covenant with God, and on condi- 


‘tion of their faithfulness to this covenant. 


So, as we enter upon the experiences of 
another year, it should be with the distinct 
recognition of the fact that we belong to the 
Lord, and are to yield ourselves wholly to 
his service (1 Cor. 6: 19, 20; Rom. 14: 
7-9; 2 Cor. 5:15; Gal. 2: 20; Phil. 1: 
2c, 28). 

Tuesday. —It is an affecting scéne which 
is described ‘for: us as Joshua summons the. 
elders of Israel and delivers to them his fare- 
well address (Josh. 23). We may do well 
to read aid compare Paul’s farewell to the 
Ephesian elders (Acts 20 : 18-38), particu- 
larly as both of these departing warriors 
were conscious of the perils awaiting the 
people they loved and from whom they were 
to be separated. Joshua dwells upon the 
goodness of God in giving to Israel posses- 
sion of the land, and encourages the people 
to go forward to the more complete conquest 
of their allotted portions. He reminds them 
of the power of God, who is fighting for them, 
and impresses upon them the danger of form- 
ing alliances or entering upon friendly rela- 
tionships. with their idolatrous neighbors. 
‘*One man of you shall chase a thousand, for 
Jehovah your God, he it is that fighteth for 
you; take heed therefore that ye love Jeho- 
vah your God.’’ If, however, they are faith- 
less, Jehovah will be as certain to fulfil the 
threatenings of evil.as he has been in bring- 
ing to them all promised good. 





As we look forward to a new year, it 

should be with the consciousness of the ene- 
mies which surround us, of the insidious 
and continual temptations to worldly plans 
and customs and indulgences and views of 
life, but with new confidence in the power 
which our Lord gives to those who truly 
love and obey him (2 Cor. 6:14 to 7:1; 
John 14 : 15, 21-24; 15: 10-16). 
.. Wednesday.—Joshua is not content with 
the farewell address delivered to the elders, 
but shortly before his death he summons all 
the tribes of Israel to meet him at Shechem, 
and there urges upon them allegiance to Je- 
hovah in an appeal which results in a sol- 
emn renewal of the covenant by the free 
consent of all the people (Josh. 24). He 
here. speaks in the name of Jehovah, and 
takes a wider range in describing the good- 
ness of God than in the previous address, 
and specifies five great manifestations.of the 
grace of God to his chosen people :..the call 
and blessing of Abraham and his-.sons.(24 : 
2-4), the deliverance from Egypt (vs. 5-7), 
the conquests east of the Jordan (vs. 8-10), 
the crossing of the Jordan and fall of Jeri- 
cho (v. If), and the defeat of nations by 
divine interventions, and the acquisition of 
a cultivated land in which they had not 
labored (vs. 12, 13). In view of these mer- 
cies the people are urged to fear and serve 
the Lord. However, they are given the 
option of withdrawing from the covenant if 
they desire, They are told to choose whom 
they will serve ; but Joshua announces his 
inalienable choice: ‘*As for me and my 
house, we will serve Jehovah’’ (vs. 14, 15). 
Three times the people utter their solemn 
promise to be true to Jehovah, and the cove- 
nant is again ratified and a monument 
erected to commemorate the event (Josh. 
24 : 16-25). 

In these renewals of ‘the covenant, there 
was no repetition of the sacrifices and the 
sprinkling of the blood with which the com- 
pact was ratified at Sinai (Exod. 24) it was 
rather a new and solemn profession, on the 
part of the people, of their duties, and a vow 
to perform them. 

So, as we stand at the close of another 
year, it is well for us to pause long enough 
to recall, with sonre detail, the specific mer- 
cies God has granted us; and as we recog- 
nize his goodness again to choose his service 
as our privilege and delight. Of course 
there is a seise in which our consecration 
or dedication is once-for-all, and like the 
covenant at Sinai, ‘‘sealed with blood,’’ 
and never to be. repeated; yet practically, 
and as a matter of experience, we often need 
to recall our previous vows, and at definite 
times to renew our consecration, Romans 
I2 : I, 2 was) written for Christians, and 
embodies the spiritual message of this ancient 
Story. 

Thursday.—The death of Joshua (24: 
29-31) is attended by none of the pathetic 
circumstances connected with the passing of 
his great master, Moses; but it suggests to 
us a review of his history, an estimate of-his 
character, and the abiding influence of his 
work, We recall his first battle against 
Amalek (Exod. 17 : 8-16), his ‘association 
with: Moses (Exod. 24 : 13; 32 : 17, 18), his 
faithful service as a spy (Num. 13:8; 14: 
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6-9), his public ordination to succeed Moses, 
+ as these facts are intimated in Exodus, Num- 
bers, and Deuteronomy ; but the book which 
bears his name is almost wholly occupied 
with his achievements and activities. He 
stands before us as the true soldier, ** without 
fear and without reproach,” a hero of faith, 
and an example to all the ‘soldiers of the 
cross’? in courage, unselfishness, humility, 
and strength, Nordid his influence cease with 
-his death; but the biography closes with the 
statement of the continued power of his 
godly life which had brought his nation into 
more close and trustful fellowship with Je- 
hovah their God- (2 Tim. 2: 3,45; 1 Tim. 
4:12; Titus2:7; Heb, 11:4; Rev. 
14 : 13). 

Friday.—As the narrative of the book of 
Joshua draws to its close there is inserted a 
brief paragraph of quite unusual interest and 
very deep significance: it is the mention of 
the burial of the bones of Joseph (Josh. 24 : 
32). This mummy, in its Egyptian wr 
pings, is a veritable symbol of faith (Heb. 
II: 22). Hundreds of years before, Joseph 
so truly believed God as to anticipate the 
work of Joshua, the conquest of Canaan, and 
the settlement of Israel in the land of prom- 
ise (Gen. 50 : 24, 25; Exod. 13: 10; Acts 
7: 15, 16). Now these hopes are realized ; 
and that burial at Shechem becomes a source 
of encouragement to the people of God in 
all ages. It speaks to us of the unfailing 

romises of God, and encourages us to go 
orward into the shadowy future without fear 
and with courageous hearts (John 14 : I-3; 
2 ‘lim. 4: 7, 8). 

'  Saturday.—lIn spite of all the fidelity and 
devotion of Joshua we cannot forget that he 
left behind him an unfinished task. There 
remained much land to be possessed, many 
enemies to be subdued, This is intimated 
by many references in the book of Joshua 
(13 +4, 133 15 : 63; 16: 10); it is empha- 
sized in his farewell address to the elders, 
and it forms the occasion of all the historic 
events recorded in the following book of 
Judges, These unconquered foes became 
for Israel thorns and scourges, sources of 
defeat and disgrace and helpless captivities. 
How well for Israel had they heeded Joshua’s 

* farewell exhortation to continue his‘ con- 
quests'!" It is quite true that Joshua did not 
secure for Israel the ‘¢ rest ”» which God had 
designed (Heb. 4 : 8, 9). 

No message is more pertinent for the 
closing year than the reminder of the land 
that yet remains to be possessed, the attain- 
ments which are possible for us as Chris- 
tians, and the peril which is ours because of 
our imperfect conquest of evil habits and be- 
setting sins, Such a prospect should lead 
us to new resolutions for the opening year. 
We do not want the experience recorded in 
Judges, but the possession of ** the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus’? (Eph, 6: 10-12; 
Phil. 3 : 8-16). 

Sunday.—When we read of the repeated 
renewal of the covenant by Israel, and when 
we remember the great need of such a re- 
newal on the part of the forgetful, faithless 
nation; when, too, we look over the his- 
tory which followed, and see how the nation 
has suffered for its breach of the covenant, 
and has brought upon itself all the woes pro- 
nounced at Ebal and Gerizim,—we are glad 
to be reminded that God has spoken of a 
‘* New Covenant,’’ the gracious provisions 
of which have brought blessings to all the 
followers of Christ, in which blessings Israel 
is yet to have ashare. We should read with 
care Hebrews 9 and Jeremiah 31. It will 
then become evident that Christ has secured 
for those who trust him much more than was 
secured by the typical and prophetic service 
of Joshua; that for repentant Israel there 
yet remains a great national future, and that 
for the church of Christ there is a heavenly 
inheritance, a ‘‘ rest Ze remaining for the 
people of God,’’ to which they shall yet be 
brought by the true ‘* Joshua,” even Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


Questions for Additional Study. 

1, What is the meaning of the name 
*¢ Joshua ” ? 

2. Why is the ‘*book of Joshua’’ so 
named? 

3. What are the two main divisions of the 
book ? 

4. What are the principal characters of the 
book ? 

5. How is Joshua a type of Christ ? 

6. What incidents in the life of Joshua 
illustrate the power of faith ? 

7. What incidents indicate the relation of 
** faith and works ’’ ? 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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‘6 APPY New Year”’ days will soon be 
here. May we not anticipate them 
by a little wise retrospect as well 

as prospect? Is it not worth while getting 


ready for resolutions, as well as making 
them? The ordinary human body has about 
sixty New-Year days which mean much to 
him. We are very liable to wait until a day 
comes before we think much about it. This 
is undoubtedly due to the fact that our days 
are so full and exacting, but there are times 
when a thought expressed will call many 
thoughts into life. A wise word, a careful 
selection of Scripture, a well-framed sen- 
tence in prayer, will prepare the heart for 
action, and call a lot of latent force into 
play. 

**Ten more days of this old year; help us 
to number them, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom,’”’ ‘‘ May this closing 
week of the old year help us spend the fifty- 
two of the coming year as we should,’’ 
Such thoughts point forward, and iend to 
start next year’s diary before January first by 
preparing the heart and establishing the will. 

Too many good purposes and resolves are 
broken the first week of the new year be- 
cause we did not start those resolves during 
the last week of the old year. Prayerful at- 
tention will help, and will help us to help 
one another, 


December 22 to 28 


Mon.—Moses’ Cry for Help (Num.11: 10-18, 24,25). 
Jealousy and Envy Punished (Num. 12). 

When the burdened heart cries out to 
God, he always hears! His delays are not 


denials. The burden drops when Christ has 





FOR FAMILY WORSHIP 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





his rightful place in our lives, ‘*‘ Casting all 
your care upon him, for he careth for you.’’ 
Jealousy is the curse which comes to lives 
otherwise chaste and true, The grosser sins 


-have no influence over many lives where 


subtle envy and jealousy dare enter. 


Our Lord and Master, we long to live in 
the light of thy truth, and in the clear out- 
line of thy vision, We would discern and 
destroy the first evidence of subtle envy or 
cruel jealousy. We would love and appre- 
ciate our fellow-workers, and esteem them 
worthy of thy gifts and confidence, and never 
allow our hearts to cherish thoughts which 
gender comparison or dissatifaction. God 
Sorbid that we should glory save in thy cross. 


Tues.—The R of the 
25-33). Sin of 
(Num. 20: 1-13). 
Evil report never alarms the one whose 
trust is in God, He hears of evil to plan to 
overcome it with good, He strengthens the 
weak, instead of sharing his fears! He lifts 
the gloom as the sunlight lifts the fog. We 
must learn from the lesson of Moses’ and 
Aaron’s sin that we are to be patient and 
abide God’s time in overcoming vexing 
conditions, Impatience leads to sinful im- 
pulse and self-esteem, 


(Num. 13 : 1-3: 
and Aaron 


Blessed Lord and Master, may we keep so 
close to thee that discontent and discomfort 
do not disturb us.. Keep us poised aright to 
do and love to do thy will and work as thou 
dost plan. May our faith and courage be 
weapons of defense when others have forgot- 
ten thee and have turned to flee, In Christ's 
name, Amen, 
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Wed.—Balak and Balaam (Num. 22 : 2-6; 24: 10- 
19). Abstinence for the Sake of Others 
(Rom. 14: 7-21). 


The most wretched existence must be that 
of the man who knows himself to be the op- 
site in real character to that which his 
iends believe him to be. The outward 
hraseology of Balaam could not erase from 
1is conscious soul that he was a base hypo- 
crite. In the matter of abstaining for the 
sake of others let us note the genuine joy 
of self-control that the world may be stronger 
and better. 


Our Father in heaven, we thank thee for 
thy purity of life and permanency of motive. 
That thou didst so love the world as to plan 
the salvation of man through the Saviour, 
and fulfil that plan to the end, May we 
never be depressed by the hypocrisy of the 
impure nor the avarice of the selfish, For 
thy sake, Amen, 


Thurs.—The Death of Moses (Deut. 34: 1-12) 
Joshua, the New Leader (Josh. 1: 1-9). 
This Christmas morning may we under- 
stand the meaning of the death of Moses and 
the life of Joshua, May the bells of joy ring 
out the old and ring in the new, for the old 
law of Moses led to the new law of love in 
our Joshua, Jesus Christ, and his birth her- 
alded peace and good-will to all the world. 


O thou who art the giver of every good 
and perfect gift, may this day be merry with 
child-voices and childhood memories ; bright 
with holly berries and loving gifts of sedf- 
forgetfulness; peaceful with quiet thoughts 
and sure promises, and may the angels echo 
in our hearts all day the good tidings of 


great joy. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
Fri.—C the Jordan (Josh.3:7-17), The 
Fall of Jericho (Josh. 6 : 811, 14-20). 


It is never wise to fear the crossings till 
we step from the brink. Many a worrying 
life has been overwhelmed by waters that God 
had piled high. Life’s path will appear if 


( Continued on next page) 








Why Not Go to 
a Training School 
for Christian Workers ? 


q The need for trained workers is imperative ; the field is hardly yet 


touched. 


There are training schools where thorough courses are 


given to fit men and women for varied forms of Christian service. 
The Sunday School Times would like to get into correspondence with 
all of its readers who are interested in their own behalf or in behalf of 


any one else in this opportunity for larger service. 


Not all of the 


courses are long; others are comprehensive and cover a thorough Bible 
training with ample opportunities in specific forms of practical work. 


q@ The Sunday School Times would like to suggest to any interested 
a a plan by which scholarships may be obtained in the Christian 


raining 


chool of your choice without money cost to you. 
courses do not always take all of the students’ time. 


These 
On the other 


hand, some are studied to advantage only by residence in the school. 


Many young persons, and persons in middle life, have found a 


eatly 


enlarged field of usefulness through the training that such schools give. 


@ When you write, will you please state the form of Christian work 
to which you feel called, and in which you would like further training? 
This — the open door for which you have been looking for a long 


time. 


ill you write to-day ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


1031 Walnut Street, 





Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Remove “e Cause 
o 
INDIGESTION 


Horsford’s Acid te 
relieves impaired digestion ac- 
companied by n insom- 


ausea, 
nia, sick headache or acid 
stomach. Half a teaspoonful 
in half a goes of water brings 
quick relief. 


Horsford’s 
| Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 











TEACHING HELPS 
ON THE LIFE OF CHRIST 


The books and charts in this list 
will be found invaluable to the 
busy student or Bible teacher in 
studying and teaching the Inter- 
national Lessons of 1914 


The Life Story of Jesus 
By Pror, CLARK S, BEARDSLEE, The 
life of Christ as a whole, told in a way that 
gives a complete, orderly picture of that 
Kfe, by a master of vivid characterization. 
10 cents each; $1.00 a dozen. 

The Deity of Jesus Christ 
By S. W. Pratt, D.D. The topic of the 
book is discussed from the standpoint of 
the Gospel according to John, and is a 
careful analysis of that Gospel. go cents. 


Outline Harmony of the Gospels 
By PROF. MATTHEW BR@WN RIDDLE, 
An eight-page pamphlet, printed on fine 
paper, showing the events of the Gospel 
story, places and dates and location in 
each Gospel, in parallel columns, 10 cents. 
Folded within stiff covers, ag cents. 


A Chart of Christ’s Journeyings 

By C, E. ARNOLD, A.M. On map paper, 
9% x19 inches, folded within stiff covers, 
3%x6% inches. Four clear outline jour- 
ney maps, showing the various periods of 
Jesus’ ministry, with the events and the lo- 
cation of the Scripture passages in parallel 
columns, 20 cents. 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 

By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIS THOMP- 
son, S.T.D. To see the Twelve as real 
men, with their weaknesses and their noble 
characteristics sympathetically set forth, « 
the privilege of every reader of Presiden 
Thompson's book, He devotes a chapter 
to each of the six pairs of apostles, and a 
chapter to what is known outside the New 
Testament about their life and death. The 
book is at once a graphic, vivid character 
study, and an invaluable reference manual 
in Bible study. go cents. 


The Life That is Christ 
By RICHARD ROBERTS, a Christ 
longs for the mastery of the lives that he 
has already saved, There is a fulness of 
life in Christ, a fulness of Christ in the life, 
which many genuine disciples of Christ 
have not yet experienced. It is worth 
every cost to get it. This message of a 
young Welsh minister, now serving a large 
suburban church of London, has already 
been mightily used of Christ in the com- 
plete revolutionizing of the lives of certain 
of his American Christian friends, Will 
you let it search out your life, and bring 
you the same blessing, — which is simply 
Christ? a cents each; $1.00 a hundred. 


Historical Charts of the 

Life and Ministry of Christ 
With an outline harmony of the Gospels. 
By GEOKGE E. Croscup, B. A., author of 
“A Synchronic Chart of United States His- 
tory.” The distinctive feature of this work 
is found in the two sheets of folding colored 
charts bound in at the back of the book. 
These charts make visible and real the 
earthly life of our Lord by localizing its his- 
torical facts and features, which are har- 
monized with the Gospel story thereof, thus 
helpfully connecting time, place and event, 
Harmony and charts are interdependent, 
and make up the author's “ visible method ” 
of teaching history and applying it to the 
Gospel narratives. $1. 


These books may be ordered through your 
local bookseller, or direct from the Publishers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CoO.,, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


ro3t Walnut Street, 
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For Family Worship 


( Continued from preceding page) 


we follow the ark and heed God’s Word, 
Jerichos beset every life, but walls fall when 
patience works with obedience, and coufi- 
dence depends upon divine promise. 


Eternal and ever-blessed God, in the rich- 
ness of thy mercy save us from the fears 
which grow out of our past sins and errors. 
Make us strong tn the victories of faith and 
obedience, and may we face all opposing 
JSorces in the spirit of Joshua and his con- 
guering followers, InChrist’sname, Amen, 
Set.—The Sin of Achan fou 7: 6-15) The 

Division of the Land 14: 1-14). 

Little sins ruin great natures. Slight errors 
destroy vast enterprises, Seifish indulgences 
bring suffering and disgrace upon innocent 
homes and honest peoples, Achan’s sin re- 
ceived its just mf awful rebuke in our les- 
son. In the division of the land we recog- 
nize God’s laws of ordee and justice, 

Eternal and blessed Lord, may we be 
right in thy sight and never hide from our 
Jellow-men that which thou dost see. Save 
us from all forms of deception and disobedi- 
ence, Make us orderly and systematic, that 
we may be fair to thee, to ourselves, and to 
our fellow-men, In Christ’s name, Amen, 


Sun.—The Word Made Flesh (John 1 : 1-18). 

Of all chapters in God’s Word we should 
know this first chapter of John, It is the 
photographic picture of the Saviour. He 
was ‘in the beginning’’; ‘In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men”’; 
‘* That was the true light’’; He ** was made 
flesh, and we beheld’’; He was ‘full of 
grace and truth.’’ 


Our loving Lord and Master, may we see 
the Saviour in a new and wonderful picture 
as we study this loving Gospel story of John. 
Wilt thou make thyself very plain tous, that 
we may see thee and recognize the tracings 
of divine love and beauty in thy life and 
work. And then, dear Lord, make us like 
thee. For Christ's sake, Amen, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 28, 1913 


Our Church at Work for the World 
(Mark 16 : 14-20). Foreign missions, 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.-—First steps (Acts 8 : 5-8). 
‘lUES.—The crucial test (Acts 10 : 9-20). 
W ED.— First missionaries (Acts 13 : 1-5). 
‘THURS. — First methods {Acts 17 : 1-4). 
FRIt.-—Going afield (Acts 16 : 9-15). 
Sat.—Rome also (Acts 28 : 14-24). 











How did our denomination take up work 
abroad? 

What has our society done to foster work 
abroad ? 

What is the individual's responsibility for 
foreign missions ? 


ET some oné summarize the story of the 
establishment and development of the 
foreign missionary work of our own 

church, Let some one else sketch briefly 
the present extent and character of its mis- 
sionary work. And let a third set forth the 
needs for reinforcement and the plans for ex- 
pansion which may seem to indicate our own 
duty as to going and giving and praying. 

% 


But back of all the work of our own de- 
nomination and its needs lies the massive 
missionary task demanding the devotion of 
our lives not because our own church has 
these or those plans or because the nations 
are helpless and hopeless without the gospel, 
but because our God is God. It is in the 
very being and character of God that the 
deepest ground of the missionary enterprise is 
to be found. We cannot think of God except 
in terms which necessitate the missionary 
idea. Heis oné. There cannot, therefore, 
be such different tribal or racial gods as are 
avowed in the ethnic religions of the East, 
and assumed in the ethnic politics of the 
West. 

% 


Whatever God exists for America exists for 
all the world, and none other exists. And 





that cannot be true of God in America which 


is not true of him also in India, Men are 
not free to hold contradictory conceptions of 
the same God, If there be any God at all 
for me, he must be every other man’s God, 
too. He cannot think of God without think- 
ing of him as a missionary God. Unless we 
are prepared to accept a God whose character 
carries with it the missionary obligation and 
idea, we must do without any real God at all, 
~ 

Our missionary duty rests upon the mis- 
sionary character of our God. But also it 
rests upon the fact that only the religion of 
such a God as ours can meet the needs of the 
world, It is our duty to carry Christianity to 
the world because the world needs to be 
saved, and Christ alone can save it. ‘The 
world needs to be saved from want and dis- 
ease and injustice and inequality and impur- 
ity and lust and hopelessness and fear, be- 
cause individual men need to be saved from 
sin and death, and only Christ can save them, 
His is the only religious power which will 
reach down deep enough to transform, and 
will hold till transformation is fixed. Chris- 
tianity alone is the religion which will do this 
and will struggle until it has prevailed, 


Testimonies innumerable confirm to us the 
duty and power of the missionary enterprise : 


The Hon, William McKinley: 

**T am glad of the opportunity to offer with- 
out stint my tribute of praise and respect to 
the missionary effort which has wrought such 
wonderful triumphs for civilization, The 
story of the Christian missions is one of thrill- 
ing interest and marvelous results, The ser- 
vices and sacrifices of the missionaries for 
their fellow-men constitute one of the most 
glorious pages of the world’s history.’’ 


The Hon. Charles W. Fairbanks: 

**We may well be proud of the men and 
women who are seeking to lift the masses in 
Japan, China, India, Turkey and the Philip- 
pines and other countries, toa higher and bet- 
ter condition, They are a fine body and are 
consecrating themselves to their great work 
with sublime Christian faith and with a zeal 
and success which challenge ouradmiration. .. 
They are the greatest and most potent influ- 
ence making for future peace and progress 
among the nations in the Orient,’’ 


Marquis Ito: 


‘*Japan’s progress and development are 
largely due to the influence of missionaries 


(Continued on next page) 





Better Position 
And Increased Sqlery as a Result of Eating 
Right Food 


There is not only comfort in eating 
food that nourishes brain and body but 
sometimes it helps a lot in increasing 
one’s salary. 

A Kans. school teacher tells an inter- 
esting experience. She says: 

‘* About two years ago I was extremely 
miserable from a nervousness that had 
been coming on for some time. Any 
sudden noise was actually painful to me 
and my nights were made miserable by 
horrible nightmare. 

‘*T was losing flesh all the time and at 
last was obliged to give up the school I 
was teaching and go home. 

‘*Mother put me to bed and sent for 
the doctor. I was so nervous the cotton 
sheets gave me a chill and they put me 
in woolens. The medicine I took did 
me no apparent good. Finally, a neighbor 
suggested that re might be 
good for me to eat. had never heard of 
this food, but the name sounded good so 
I decided to try it. 

‘*] began to eat Grape-Nuts and soon 
found my reserve energy growing so 
that in a short time I was filling a better 
position and drawing a larger salary 
than I had ever done before. 

** As I see little children playing around 
me and enter into their games I wonder 
if Iam the same teacher of whom, two 
years ago, the children spoke as ‘ugly 
old thing.’ 

‘*Grape-Nuts food with cream has be- 
come a regular part of my diet, and I have 
not been sick a day in the past two 


| years.”” Name given-by Postum Co., Bat- 


tle Creek, Mich. Read, ‘‘' The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘t There’s a Reason.” 
Ever read the above letter? Anew 





one appears from time to time. They 


|} are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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/ DISORDERED NERVES f 


sometimes start from mental 





sealer t i ti 
but more often from general 


weakness, and lead to appalling 
conditions unless checked.: . 





Treat the Cause, Not the Effect 


SCOTT’S EMULSION over- 
comes nervousness in a wonderful, 
permanent way by making life-sus- 

taining blood corpuscles; it 
nourishes the nerve centres 
and acts asa bracing tonic 
to build you up. 


Scott's Emulsion does not stupefy 
—it feeds them in Nature's way. 


Scott & Bowwn, Bloomfield N-J 12-146 








— 











AN AUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY “4 
OF ANTHONY COMSTOCK 











Anthony 
Comstock 
Fighter 


By 
Charles 
Gallaudet 
Trumbull 


An authorized biography of this 
great fighter for purity. The story 
is one of life-and-death adventure, 
moral and physical heroism and 
incomparable achievement. The 
detailed account of Mr. Comstock’s 
activities makes a most thrilling 
and remarkable story. 

This faithful and stirring narra- 
tive will undoubtedly be used by 
many of Mr. Comstock’s friends 
as a means of giving adequate 
information about him and_ his 
work to those who ought to know 
more about him. Much of the 
material was published in The 
Sunday School Times, and we are 
glad to co-operate in securing a 
wide circulation for the completed 
biography. 


Price, $1.25 net 


FOR SALE BY 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. | 


























‘LESSON FOR DEC. 28 (Review) 





WHY 
The American 
tandard Bib 


(Edited by the American Revision Committee) 
Is Best for the 
Sunday School 


The exact thought of the sacred 
writers is ons in readily under- 
standable language in this version, 
thereby making its sacred teachings 
not only clearer to the young folks, 
but infinitely more interesting—every 
reading makes more Bible students. 

The American Standard Version 
is used by the International Lesson 
Committee in the preparation of the 
Uniform and Graded Lessons, and 
by the leading Bible Scholars of the United 
States. 


Even the English scholars say it is the 
best—Read what 7he London rterly Re- 
view says: “ It is a noble work, destined to be- 


come the accepted Bible of the majority of the 






Anglo-Saxon race; and we are te! to wish 
that it might be adopted as the one final revision 
of the English world.” 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
exerted in the right direction when Japan was 
first studying the outer world.’’ 


Sir William Mackworth Young, K.C.S.L, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, 
India: 

**T am prepared to say that the work which 
has been done by missionary agency in India 
exceeds in importance all that been done 
much has been done) by the British 

vernment in India since its commence- 
ment,”’ 

At the end of the year let us do as Jesus 
bade,—lift up our eyes and look upon the 
fields. And see what Jesus saw—that these 
fields are white already tothe harvest. And 
do what Jesus did—who came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. And all in obedi- 
ence to the last words which he spoke on 
earth, which may well be the last words of 
our meetings this year: ‘‘ But ye shall receive 
power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you; and ye shall be my witnesses both in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
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Because of the great d d the publish 
have issued it in over 200 different styles to meet 
every need. Prices from 35 cents to $50.00. 


Just send for sample pages and price list to 
THOMAS NELSON&SONS 
381 A FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK 
For Sale by All Booksellers 
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CAMPBELL MORGAN’S 


Teaching of the Lesson 


Bivona nized standard 
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OTHER VALUABLE HELPS 
:: Send fora List of the 
Most Helpful Books to the 
Study of the Life of Christ 


Our publications are obtainable 


from any bookseller 


GEORGE H. DORAN COMPANY 


West 32nd Street, New York 
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5 ry FACTORY TO YOU 
Fomine For School or Society - . 
WO. 1671 Catalog with attractive »4 
prices maued free upon request. Special f 
offer, either style of pins here illustrated W@W 
with any three letters and figures, one or 
two colors of enamel. Sterling Silver, 30c. no i 
each; $3.00odoz.; Silver Plate, r5c. each; $1.50 doz. 
BASTIAN BROS. CO., 304 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, N.Y. 


Over 70,000 Churches 


now use the Thomas 
Communion 
vice. Outfits on trial. 
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WooDROW WILSON 


HAS A MESSAGE FOR YOU 
ABOUT 


The Young People and the Church 
PRICE, LEATHER, 50 CENTS 
PAPER, 10 CENTS 
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Sky Friends 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr 


OR those who know, the dark is full of 
friends. Every clear night they shine 
for us. Every month some say good- 

bye for a while and others come. Rose-red, 
blood-crimson, icy-blue, white, gold, fire- 
colored, yellow, garnet, and flaming-green, 
the sky is full of their gleam and shimmer, 
Yet few boys and girls know them by name; 
and you can’t be real friends with birds or 
flowers or stars unless you care enough for 
them to learn their names. Our great- 
grandfathers and grandmothers knew them, 
for in their days children learned the stars 
and constellations,—as star-groups are 


|. called,—just as they learned the wild-flowers. 


If some of them will read this article 
through and look at the December skies 
after dark on a clear moonless night they 
can learn half a dozen constellations and -as 
many stars. After that the rest is easy. In 
afew months they can-learn to locate a hun- 
dred stars and all the constellations. 

Then come the post-graduate courses. 
One of them is to learn the meanings and 
reasons of the star names. Why does Algol 
mean Demon, and why does it sometimes 
flame out like a great fiery eye and then fade 
away to a pin-point? Why have all nations 
from the Chaldeans to the Ojibway Indians 
told of a lost star among the Pleiades? 
Again, it is interesting to know the colors 
which appear when an opera glass is used, 
and to see the differences in rose-red Alde- 
baran and flame-red Betelgeuse, or to trace 
the planets in their wandering courses 
through the skies, and to locate the double 
stars with a glass, such as the left lower one 
in the triangle of which Vega is the apex. 
Better still, like sailors, learn to tell the 
points of the compass by the stars, and the 
time by the great sky-clock, whose hand 
takes twenty-four hours instead of twelve to 
make the circle and goes around in an oppo- 
site direction to earth-clocks. 

The first lesson, though, is to learn the 
constellations which are nearest the pole;star, 
because these are always in the sky. The 
others change every month. Over on the 
edge of the northern sky is the Big Dipper 
or Great Bear (Ursa Major), with its seven 
stars. The two outer stars are the pointers, 
because they always point to the faint North 
Star, around which as a center all the con- 
stellations revolve. The second star of the 
handle is Mizar, a naked-eye double, and is 
the test of eyesight. A good pair of eyes 
will see a little star close to the larger one. 
This is Alcor. The Arabs call the two stars 
the ‘‘Horse and Rider.’’ The pole-star 
(Polaris) is the end of the handle of the 
Little Dipper, or Little Bear, which is in a 
reversed position from that of the Big Dipper. 

Below the North (or Pole) Star is a great 
W in the sky. This is the chair of Cassi- 
opeia, the mother of Andromeda, who was 
bound to the cliff by her father Cepheus as 
a sacrifice for the great sea-monster, and who 
was.restued: by. Perseus on his winged horse. 
In the December sky all of these characters 
can be seen. Below Cassiopeia, in the 

( Continued on next page) 





Price, $1.00 net; $1.15 postpaid. 


Nearly Two Million Copies Have Been Sold 
_ _PELOUBET’S 
SELECT NOTES 


On the International Sunday-Schoo! Lessons for 1914 
By REV. F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., and AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 
40th Annual Volume 
This greatest of all helps is absolutely undenominational, is beautifully 
illustrated, and not only illuminates and explains the Scripture text, but 


furnishes a superabundance of incidents, stories, anecdotes, etc., which, 
with the underlying thought of the lessons, may be enforced and clinched. 
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Wilde’s Bible Picture Sets 


iMustrating the International Uniform Sunday-School Lessons for 1914 
Sixty pictures enclosed in an attractive portfolio, 50 cents, postpaid. 
If the entire set is not desired they can be ordered in lots of ten or 
more. Price, 1 cent each, postpaid. In ordering give the numbers. 





Peloubet’s 


Ilustrated Graded Quarterlies 


For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been conceded 
to be unexcelled, and have won the first place among Sunday-school 


periodicals, 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 


The greatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present the 
lessons in the most helpful and concise form, 


Home Department Quarterly 
Is particularly arranged and adapted to interest and benefit those 
outside of the immediate Sunday-school. Superintendents are in- 
vited to send for sample Quarteriies and Home Department requisites. 





Rand Menaily Bie ~W. A. Wilde Company 


120 Boylston St. 
Boston 
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CANDY BOXES 





Santa Claus Box. In colors. Half-pound 
size. 95 cents per 100. Delivery, 35 cents per 
roo additional. A full set of samples, ten kinds, 
20 cents postpaid. 


Write for our 120-page Catalogue Rainy -§ 
’ 





MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 249,Dock St.» 

















TEACHING 
AND TEACHERS 


By | 
H, CLAY TRUMBULL 


Doctor Trumbull’s book, ‘‘ Teach- 
ing and Teachers,’’ has found its 
way into the hands of many thou- 
sands of Sunday-school workers. 
It is still the popular book on 
Sunday-school teaching. 


$7.25 POSTPAID. 


Copies may be had from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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‘ ILLUSTRATED 
BIBLE LESSONS 
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day choo! shemintie "Gaede 
many possibilitiés of the 


y 


aniecall optical! 
clear, briliiznt, clean-cut 
lantern slides. Cau be arranged also for pans 
poceenett, et. Simple to operate.” Durably con- 
structed. 


SsSte TES on 


instant ini ange, $80 up. 
Write to-day for our creslar describing 
and illustrating different models, 
BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL Co, 
527 St. Paul St, . o Rochester, N. Y, 











Tough Meat Made Delicious 


That tough end of your high-priced 
orterhouse steak—don’t let it be 
hrown away. Or those pieces along 

the rib that your fa y peasen b: 

in their Sunday roast—these and all 

other “‘left-overs’’ can be made into 
the best tasting, most appetizing 
dishes when prepared in the 


















Family Size, $1.76 Large Bize, $2.50 
If you wish a lower-priced machine, get an 
Enterprise Food Chopper with four knives, 
for coarse to fine chopping. At the price it 
has no equal, 

Send 4c for a copy of our new cook book, 
“The Enterprising Housekeeper.’’ Over - 
200 reliable recipes, and household help: 
and ways to make housework easier an 
more pleasurable. Send for it to-day. 


E MFG, CO, of PA. 
» Philadelphia, Pa, 





Dept. 65 
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Sky Friends 


( Continued from preceding page) 


Milky Way, is a shining bow with a bright 
star in the center, This is Perseus. A 
little distance from the bow is the devil-star 
Algol, which is the eye of the fatal head of 
Medusa, which Perseus is carrying. Cepheus 
is a kite-shaped group of faint stars to the 
right of the North Star. 

Near the center of the sky is a great square 
made up of four bright stars, with an empty 
space in the middle, 
Pegasus, the famous winged-horse which 
Perseus.caught with the magic bridle at the 
spring. One corner. trails off into a long 
line of stars. That is Andromeda, Two of 
the stars on one side of this square point to 
a first magnitude star down near the southern 
horizon.. This is Fomalhaut, which is in the 
Southern Fish, and which never rises far 
from the horizon. Fomalhaut.is one of the 
four sky-kings. 

A diagonal line across the square from the 
upper to the lower corner extended points 
towards Diphda, one of the brightest stars in 
Cetus, or the Whale, the largest of the 
southern constellations, Over to the east 
shines a great star, with a little triangle as a 
sign-board by its side. This is Capell, 


which ranks second or third among tlie first } 


magnitude stars, A little fuzzy group of 
cars, like a clustér of bees, is the Pleiades, 

Just below the Pleiades is an angle of stars 
like a great V placed on its side. In the 
point of the angle shines a bright flame-red 
star, This angle is the Hyades, which, with 
the Pleiades, were named by the Chaldean 
astronomers six thousand years ago when 
great lost Babylon was young. Under those 
same names they were known to the. un- 
known writer of the book of Job, who 
mentions them, as well as the Great Bear. 
‘The bright star is Aldebaran, the king of 
the East, in the eye of the Bull.. Near the 
Hyades is what looks like a first magnitude 
star. This is the planet Saturn. Planets 
aré bodies, which, like our earth, revolve 
around our sun, and only look large because 
are. close toys, Stars are great suns 


for their light to reach us, 
But to come back to this first astronomy 


This is the Square of |. 


(Lesson for December 28) DEC. 13, 1913 


f. 7. THURSTON Sethe of Ths Bishop's 


The Torch Bearer 
A Camp Fire Girls’ Story 
“A story of Camp Fire life both 














MARIETTA HOLLE ¥ Gosieh Allen's 


Samantha on 
the Woman Question 














——— been 
in city meetings and. in active ” Perot of Ts iy Ax boy seve Doss 
camp in the country, it shows th ‘. now isn't h 
— graphic clearness ut ‘ e eac er — Will throw a lit- 
this great movement w ‘ 

— Sto thousands of. Op Ramer on a situation 
bag Soph ‘ashing. intense.” — Axam- 






Who Uses 


TARBELL Siz 


By MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D. 
THREE BRAND NEW FEATU ‘FOR Io1 


“A wealth of expository literature undreamed of and 
almost passing belief,’’ says ‘‘ The Continent’’ of this modern teachers’ 
help. Once used, ‘‘Tarbell’s’’ becomes an fnvaluable assistant year 
after year. Suggestive, illuminating,—a veritable teacher of teachers, 

‘*Unexcelled for the value and amount of the information which it presents,’’— 


Congregationalist, , 
Cloth. $1.00 net (postage 10 cents). 








8vo. 


-—The Gist of the Lesson za. foreey 1914-——— 


«Just the thing’’ for teacher, officer or scholar; a vest ket 
edition of the text and of practical comment upon the Sunday School 
lesson for the entire year. Leatherette, net 25 cents postpaid. 


The Practical Commentary Scuaor rEsso83 1914 


Edited by Specialists in the Various Departments. | ' 
Four pages, to each lesson giving Comments, Blackboard Hints, Appli- > 
cations ; with its Maps, Bible Dictionary, Hints to.‘leachers, Prac. 
tical Survey Questions, etc. Substantial cloth, 50c.; postp’d, 60c, ~ 


The Publishers will be pleased to send their list of New Books— 
about one hundred titles— upon application. 












































WAYNE AT AEL BOOKSELLERS‘: ane RY 
| WHIPPLE Fleming H. Revell STEWART 
= ite Company uc RR ee. 
the Son of N NEW YORK: The Shepherd 
the Son of Man > 158 Fifth Avenue e hi ™ 
Nearly a thousand stories from of Us l 


sacred and sécular sources woven: 

ipso. a vivid panorama af the lite’ of: 
Christ... “Mr. Wh ’@ life stories ‘of 
Washington and Lincoin in the same unique 


” 1 Veokaan , if Theva Horien, Sit sotat Bi the 


of the fishermen and shepherd 


eengecamainge em I 
Siete 








boy end girhwho has read 
e 3 okt and locate the Big Dipper ; 


whieh is Cassiopeia’s chairs the 
fuasy little swarm of bees which are called 
the Pleiades ; the V on its side, just under- 
neath, .which is the. Hyades; the Square of 
Pegasus; and the Little Dipper, with the 
North Star at the end of its handle, and they 
will have made a good start in astronomy, 


RosEMONT, Pa, 











Worth Repeating 














PERCENT 
Certificates 


Every man owes it to him- 
self: and his family to save 
| some portion of his income. 











is savings where they will .be 
eguarded, and where the return 
plas is consistent with safety— 
ceftiticates.issued by this com- 

y. requirement :of an ideai in- 


| 
} in small sums—$100— 
o years and are then payable 
y time. 

y secured by first mortgages 
* 7 hl estate— 
THEY afe issued by a company that for 18 
years has never been a day late in mailing in- 
terest checks or in the repayment of principal. 

Let us send you the booklet telling all 

about them. 


The CALVERT MORTGAGE COMPANY 
1054. Calvert Building Baltimore, Md 











T ty P. 
wenty Pages 
“of Beautiful Christmas foenas and Carols 


and an Attractive Liturgical Service. 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SURDAY SCHOOL 


The book will great y enrich your service. 
pages of practical Sunday-school material. 
Quantity price, 30cents. Send for a sample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Sq., New. York City 
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Sensational Sermons Necessary 


{Dr. George Venn Daniels, Pastor of Wayland 
Memorial Baptist Church.j 


Sag a day when the sensational is the com- 
3 monplace, when the extraordinary is the 

usual, when thrills are overdone, the 
church of God needs the truly sensational as 
perhaps never before. And she will not be 
able to avoid it if.she is true to her mission 
and minces nothing of her message, When- 
ever the messengers of the Cross have pro- 
claimed the whole truth for which the Cross 
st<nds there has*been an upheaval in society 
and a sensation created that was anything 
but ephemeral. John Wesley stirred Eng- 
land to its heart because he dared to tell her 
of sin—her sin—and of certain judgment to 
come: Knox set Scotland on fire with the 
same message. Luther sent forth his mes- 
sage of truth with such mighty force as to 
skatter forever the walls of religious intoler- 
ance in Germany. And Christ, the most 
gracious of petiachben: wrought his townsmen 
into murderous fury as he declared to- them 
the whole counsel of God. 

For genuiné sensation the old gospel has 
no peer. We need more of it. The con- 
sciences of men need arousing. . . . As there 
must be travail before birth, so there must 
be upheaval before peace can come. The 
ole gospel of mercy and truth will both make 
the upheaval and bring the peace.. There is 
no other way. All else has been tried only 
to fail ignominiously. ‘The cross alone has 
never disappointed. All else crumbles. The 
cross-stands. Let us preach the cross. 








form have both been conspicu: Suc ; ra et 
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Wwiat would contribute more largely to the permanent happiness | 
of a boy or gitl, young man, young woman, father or mother, than 


a volume of SHANNON’S BOOKS 


on the vital questions of LIFE? What gift would be more appropriate 
than a volume of instruction on questions of purity and a noble life 
of usefulness? Here is a line of books on self-help, Sess: 
home and character building endorsed by ‘leaders PROF, SHANNON 
of thought and action in the great movements of the day, 


B. S. Steadwell, President of the World’s Purity Federation, La Cross, Wis., 
says: “‘1 trust that it may be cordially received into the homes of America, that our 
sons and daughters may be fortified against the temptations which constantly meet them, 
and that every life may have a fair chance to attain all for which it was created.” 


TITLES AND PRICES.—‘‘ Perfect Manhood,’’ ‘‘ Perfect Womanhood,’’ each 
5 cents. ‘‘ Boyhood,’’ ** Pe t Girthood,’’ and ‘‘ How to Tell the 
Story of Life,’’ each 40 cents, cloth. 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER.—Send $1.25 for all of the above five great 
books bound in ONE, and save $1.45, and receive FREE copy of author’s latest 
booklet *‘ Spooning, ’ dealing with a social problem hitherto untouched. Also 
send 75 cents for.‘‘ Heredity Explained.’’ ‘‘ Spooning ** alone 15 cents. 

Agents, Evangelists, Ministers and Social Workers ordér Shannon 
Books by the thousands arid earn $3.00 to $25.00 per day. Terms and 
free prospectus on request. 


THE S. A. MULLIKIN CO., 223 Union St., MARIETTA, OHIO 


















Choose 1914 Year Texts Now for Your Home, Class and School 


A Message from Robert E. Speer and John Timothy Stone 
COMMENDING THE PLAN 


‘*T can heartily commend the idea which you are developing of supplying Seripture wall 
texts, which can be used in bed-rooms or dressing rooms, to catch the eye upon awaking, and to 
fill the mind in the opening moments of the day."' — Rodert EF. Speer. 


‘*In my mother’s room always hung, ‘In thy presence is fullness of joy.’ — It never 
caught my eve without an uplift.. Your plan will do good, and Iam glad you are to follow 
it.""—John Timothy Stone, D.D. 


The texts we have-selected are six in number, printed on fine white cardboard in several 
colors, size 5 x 8%. inches. Each card bears a beautiful flower design in its natural colors and 
has a dainty silk hanger. ‘The texts are as follows : 

1. I will do better unto vou than at your beginnings (Ezek. 36: 11). 
and I will do it (Ezek. 36 : 36). 

2. I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills. My help cometh from the Lord (Psa. rer : 1, 2). 

3. Ask, and ve shall receive (John 16 : 24). God shall supply all-your need (Phil. 4: 19). 

4. Call to remembrance the. former days (Heb. 10: 32). Hitherto hath the Lord helped us 
(1 Sam. 7: 12). . Forget not all his benefits (Psa. 103 : 2). 

5. Certainly I will be with thee (Exod. 3 : 12). I am with vou all the days (Matt. 28 : 20,R.V.M). 

Go forward (Exod. 14:15). In the strength of the Lord (Psa. 71:16). ‘Then thou shalt 

have good success (Josh. .t : 8). 


I the Lord have spoken it, 


Please order by number as given here. Price ro cents each, or $1.00 per dozen postpaid. 





THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL.-TIMES COMPANY, -109t WALNUT ST., PHILADELPAIA, PA. 





